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LIMITED BY TRADITION
By Charles V. Stanton

The muny problems connected with school finuneing,
now undergoing intense study by the Oregon legislature,
are complicated, in my opinion, by our insistence upon a
traditional district form of organization. Ordinarily T dis-
like 1o criticize unless I have something constructive to
offer. In thiz case persons having much more knowledge
of the educational problem than 1 also recognize the con-
finement caused by districl organization and are equally
at a loss for something better

Various substitutes for the school district plan have |

been offered. A few even have been attempted. None has
proven entirely satisfactory. But, perhaps, if more of our
people would seek a totally new concepl of school organ-
ization, fargetting tradition, the history of our public school
system and avoiding the pitfalla of precedence, someone
might ecome up with a needed idea.

Any change from the distriet system. however, will
have hard sledding because of the entirely human opposi-
tion to change. Consequently any iden for altering the
prevailing eoncept will have to be good before gaining ac-
ceplance,

Local Controls Demanded

The public school as it exists in this country is truly
American, Early in the history of our Nution we decided
that education wus a function of government and that ev-
ery person shouid have equal opportunity to gain educa-
tion at public expense.

Prior to that time education was provided largely in
private gchools, or in schools subsidized only in part by
government, As a result education was chiefly for the rich
and contributed to maintenance of cligses. The Uniled
States, adopling the unique principle of equality of ere-
ation, made the publie sehool the foundation of its startling
concept. It has since been exceedingly jeslour of its pub-
lic sehool system.

That jealousy is deeply rooted, It surrounds ench and
every individual school district. Ameriean citizens de-
mand a voice in WHAT and HOW their children are taught
and thoy voice those demands at the local level.  They in-
sist that controls be kept close at home.

The multiplicity of loeal districts, however, makes
school administration difficult, particularly in finanecing.
There is wide disparity between distreiets in  valuations,
attemddunce, standavds, facilities, ete.  One disteict may
have plenty of valuation, fine buildings, high salaries and
a comparatively low tax rate, while an adjoining district
hag poar facilities, Tow saluries and sub.standard equip-
ment, at the same time levving confiscatory taxes

Equalization Sought

8o long ns we operate our schools under a distriet sys.
tem we will be dealing with a constuntly changing situs-
tion. While a district may be pooar todav, a new industry
may move in tomorrow and transform it into a rich dis-
frict, Thus It is virlually impossible to ablain equaliza-
tion by boundary changes, for equalization through boun-
dary changes would necessitate annual adjustments. We
have tried to oblain equalization by setting up eounty units
That gives a measure of equalization within the county,
it in true, but, it utilized statewide would simply relain
the district system on a bigger scale

We are currently working on a program of equaliza-
tion through stule assistance. In appealing lo the state,
districts are admitting weakness in our existing svatem
and ave only vunning away from the problem by shifting
responsibility And the states, in turn, are seeking federal
aid, putting the load on a broader pair of shonlders. but
only inereasing the number of hands digging for taxes

Onr concept of publie school sdueation ealls for equal
apportunity for all. We cannot n olieetive
long as we lick equalization of tuxes, facilities and stands
ards, The direction in which we are now heading will lead
to centralized eontrols in conflict with anthority

We can, it

ntaim that

Yoest)

& true, abandon local districts in £

a statewide onit, whereupon we run into the necessity for
equalization etwesn s \ calla then, In the final
]nh:ni‘. for pulting {11 the ad ' Wf
the federal governme Is this, thin, the u ste poul?
Is it a desivable gonl? Can we devise something betier”
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Casoline Price
Hit By Norblad

WASHINGTON Rep. Nor
blad (R-Ore) this week wrote Ally
Gen.  Brownell he believes the
“strange checkerboard pricing of
gasoline””  throughout the United
Slales presonts situation
ranting  Justiee Department
vestigation

I particularly reler to the re
cent increases “at the pump' of
gasoline in Oregon and along the
Wesl Coast which seem  entirely
unwarranted,” he sald in a letter
to the attorney general

“AL the same time we {ind very
material reductions in the price
of this same product in such di
verse areas ag Denver, Dallas,
und in parts of New England, It

war
in

]

i my understanding that gasoline |

is retalled in those places at gevon

to ten eends a gallon less than in!

Uregon

Norblud sail he eould under-
(stand a  possible price  increase
along the West Coast i gasoline
stocks ware being
Europe but “that s the
Case

Domestie  gasoline stocks now
ara 17 million barrels above this
time a vear ago and are rising
rapidly, he declared, ile said that

not

“reliable people in the industry
have estimated that by March the
stocks will surpass the all time
record **

Representatives of wervice sia
tion operator Eroups m certain
parts of the nation have been
fuoted a5 saving that such sur
pluses conld sel off dwatrous na.
tionwide price wars by spring. he
wrole, while at the same time
we are having 1o pay higher

prices in the area | tepresent here
in Congress.' ys

“"Cortainly no one advocates the
ecapomically unsound practice of
price warfare i the industry,” he

saad, hut at the same time one
cannot yustify the price inereados
ta which 1 refer. It seems avident
to me thal & thorpugh investiza

tion by vour department should be
undertaken

Bill Would Protect
Purchaser Of Autos
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S$100 Week For 15 Years
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WASHINGTON — INEA) —Fifty-
year-old Hugh Meade Aleorn of
Hartford, Conn., takes over the
toughest political job in the coun-

try Feb. 1. That's when he be
comes chairman of the Republican
National Committee. succeeding

Leonard A Hall of New York.

Alcorn’s new job will be o eleet
a8 Republican-controlled Congress
tn 1958, Even the staunchest Repub-
licans admit that isn't easy.

It Mr. Alearn can’t pass that mir-
ucle, he can, of course, stop down.
But if he succeeds, his next job will
be to elect Richard Milhouse Nix-
on as president i 18060,

Incidentally, Viee President Nix-
on took little part in the selection
of Aleorn 45 GOP national chair-
man, although Nixon has more in-
terest in who holds this job than
any muan in town

Nixon was kept informed of the
varlous moves lo  make Alcorn
head of the party when Hall step.
ped down,

Nixon's acquaintance with Alcorn
was slight, since the two men
come [rom opposite ends of the
country — Connecticut and Call-
fornia

But Nixon had no candidate of
hix own te oppose Mr. Alcorn

MEADE ALCORN is actually Len
Hall’s personal eholee for the chait
manship. It was Hall's recommen
dation  which really  nfloenced
President Fisenhower's suggestion
io lhe national commitiee, meel
mg m Washington afler the in
auguration, that he “would be very
happy'* to have Alcorn ax chair-
man

The wisdom of selecling an cast
erner as national chairman st this
particular tume s questioned by
many political observers. The Re
publicans. id all right w electing
congressmen. and senalors in the
east last November. Where they

A wiesl
national chairman, [amiliar
farm belt conditions. might
re have been a more logical

foll dawn was in the west
ern
with

WHAT WON THE NOMINATION
and clion for Alcorn was the jobh
inder Len Hall as vice chair

active charge of 1
fle¢ on arrangementa [
prblican national venti
last year That show
went olf so smoathly that the whole
party gave him acelaim

Bebind this national showman
ship, hawever, Alcorn has a real
2:year grounding in practical pol
ities. He was assistant state’'s at
torney for Hartford County, Conn
for seven years and state's atlor
ney for six sears more. He was
Republican chairman of the town
whi, Conn., for flive years
ran a successful organizatiop
He became state chalrman of the
Eisenhower - for - President move
ment i 1982 and became the
state’'s national commitieeman the
nest year

Last year he wasr chairman eof
his state's delegation at San Fran
claco. And in the campaign he &
given a large part of the credit
for electing K H. May Jr., as
LU pongressman from Connecty
cut’s Girst distriel. defeating Demo
ctat Thoman J, Dadd
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the new lype of Eisenhower "new
{:epllbhran' young state political
a8,

He analyzes his own position as
the new GOP chairman with a fa.
vorite story about a farmer watch-
ing a golfer for the lirst time, The
golfer drove into the rough, then
sot stymied by a tree and caught
in a sand trap bofore he f{inally
zot the ball on the green and sank
it in the hole.

"My my, my!" observed (he
farmer. "Ain't be in an awful fix
now

iSacy. Wilson
Forsees No Cut
In Defense Costs

WASHINGTON » Secretary
Wilson told Congress this week he
can not foresee any reduction in
the curremt level of military
spending, now more than ha !
the total cost of the government

Reviewing the military program
before the House Armed Services
Committee, the secretary of de
fense sald “we are still struggling
in every way to save money but

that “the situation Is wsuch we
can't forecast any big reduc
tons.*"

Wilson testified he was satisfied
the nation's defenses are ade
guate on the basis of budgel
spending estimates of 38 hillion
dollars

And be said he feels ihe admin-
istration's decision 1o keep U35
defenses strong has been tesied
and proved sound by the Middle
East and Hungarian crises

Wilson was askéd wheiher the
Middle East troubles and the
President’'s request for congres-
sional authority fto use (roops
there in case of any Communist-
led aggression, {oreshadowed any
inerease in military manpower of
|ihe defense hudget,

Radferd Cautious

Wilson sald none is anticipated.
He also referred the question 1o
Adm. Arthur W. Radford, chair-
1mln of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
at_his side.

Radford sald he concurred with
Wilson's reply. and added that the
idea behind the President’s pro-
|posals “'is to stabilize conditions
i'.htf! '

But Radford added that all pos-
sibilities cannot be fareseen and
“we have to recognize that if
there is a serious change in the
situation, we might have to come
back to you."™

Wilson defended the present
military manpower strength of 2,
800,000 men as adequate

Wilson s=aid that a reduction by
800,000, which reportedly was un-
der discussion for a time, “would
require important changes in
overseas deployments, and in the
absence of sound disarmament
agreements  would have an im-
\pact abroad which the free world
could il afford at this time.”

BOARD OF RECREATION

SALEM » A five-member
state Board of Recreation would
be created by a bill introduced
this week by Sens. Ward Cook and
Jean Lewis, both Portland Demo-
erats

The board, appointed by the
governor, would study all forms
of rpcreation, and give advice to
county, city and other local gov-
ernments
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Planning Critic Offers
Apologies For Demand

to the Poug

hereby ApRiR ; &
Iii rlnur.!- lin-ﬂ :rlr..‘;-un;f,
the program being Fl'ff“"_ii p
their benel 0 J. Fell 4 cRL
man of the s Uounty Plao
ning Comm
I realized as 1 loiese
Fett and our $60-&
Mr, J. Haalelt Bell
two years of
wall were (he
in the way of accompils
t had heard of various piclures
tavens by the planning r..rnmltu-l-n
and felt the county courl should
see them also as a part of :hr
good work accomplished _'ni ht;
planaing commission | asked tha
they be shown and, upen refusal
by Mr. Fett, | demanded as a tax
paver that they be shown, bl Mr.
Felt still refused
1t made us all wonder if Mt
Fett mizht have been afrmid same
one would recognize the place call
ed home, even though it wasnl a
millicnaire’'s mansion
According o a statement rrm'!c
thete, the pictures were unidentill.
able. so why wasie laxpayers
money. Anything so vague would
be useless for study purposes
It is a far cry from the Lon
stitution of the United States of
State of Oregon when 3 few dic-
tatorially minded men can pre
seribe when, where and how 1o
build a home and how much I
must cost, regardless of one's per
sonal financial circumstances
Alice Hopper
Rt 2. Box 20
Raseburg. Ore

hment

{Pendleton Man Elected
Implement Assn, Head

SPOKANE & The Paeific
Northwest Hardware and [mple
ment Assn, this week elected
Howard Hagen, Pendielon, Ore , 10
succeed Fred L. Hecker of Spo-
kane as president

Named viee president was John
F. Streiff of Lewistan, ldaho

Board n Jude: Hay
Bock, Puyal heith
Daniels, F Wash,; I i
McKinnel, Chehalis, Wash., Walt-

er Fry, Suanyside, Wash.: L. H
Mott, Moses Lake, Wash  Haroll
Risher, Alhan) e.: and Willlam
Kabrieh, Yakima, Wash

Still Higher,

Taxes May Rise

Says Gov. Holmes

SALEM o Gov. Reobert D
Holmes indicated this week (ha
taxes might go higher than they
are Daw

He told a press conlerence that
he “hopes they won't have o be
materially higher. But they might
have to be some higher il we are
going 1o do the things we ough
o do.’

e added, however, thal he
hasn't made a close study of (he
hudget. which wnnrrepar«l by
the admmistration his  prede-
cossar, Gov, Elme Smith.

lie alvo xaid he hopes lo meet
cithun & couple of weeks with
Gov. Rosellim of Washington 1o
discuss power and other items of
interest between the Ltwo siales

We want to make plans to gel
{he power show on the road.” he
saud

Referring to a3 stalemenl by
Sen. Warren Gill (R), Lebanon,
that the Holmes adminisiration is
wired (rom Washington, D, C. "
Holmes replied

“That s sheer nonsense. Gill is
siven 1y outbursts for the sake of
ke outburst itsell, and he should
tnow his statement is nol true”

Acked if he favors a regional
corporation to handle the North.
west's  power  development, the
covernor replied that he would,
provided “we can't get the federa]
sovernment {0 get back to ity
comprehensive  power develop-
ment program

Asked if he I3 being besieged
with applications by job seekers,
Holmes said there have been

surprisingly few applications for
many of the lobe, particalarly
those of commissioners in various
departments.”

Appointments Of Hyde
Agreeable Surprise

PORTLAND & — Appointment
of Clarence F. Hyde of Eugene
as stale real state commissioner
is viewed hore as an “‘agresable
surprise,” A, A, Horsfeldt, presi-
dent of the Portland Realty Board,
said here

fiov. Robert D, Holmes, who
asked the resignation of Ragnor
Johnson, replaced him with Hyde

Tiesday
Renl estale

interests  had op-
posed  Johmson's removal, but
Horsfeldt  said  Hyde's  appaoint-
menl “came ax an agrecable sur.
prise to the industry because of
his vast and capable knowledge
of all resl estate matters, includ-
ing appraisal techniques. As long
&5 a replacement had to be made
for political  expediency, this
hoard concurs that a better selec.
tion for the zond of the general
public could not have heen made
by the govermor."
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SPECIAL CLEARANCE
COSTU
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Costume Jewelry, wonderful V
light and thrill har. And here
ladies —yT

ot outsta

to ‘buy for vourse

M

ding savings ‘ers has reduced prices on
hundreds of pleces of fine castume jawelry. Sparkling
rhinestones, glitt goid, ves, even the cool chalk
white all gre ing it special clearance prices. Come
choose now for V ne's Doy or tor vourself—and save!'

LARGE ASSORTMENT

Earrings--Scatter Pins
Chalk White Necklaces

EARRINGS

595 Velum

193 Value

RINGS Reg. 195 Values

Brooches--Rhinestone Necklaces

595 Valum 479
SPECI A EDLICTIANS® A
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