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CONSERVATION PROGRESS

By Charles V. Stanton

It was a good many vears ago that 1 bacame intersated
in the field of eonsersation. 1t has heen my great pleasure
te work for many of those vears with organized groups of
sportsmen

Lust weekend I attended the eonvention of the Oregon
Wildlifs Federation in Corvallis and there 1 heard some of
the vounger members compluining about the lack of public
interest in conservation matters. the slow gains in schiave.
ment. ele. 11 wis extremely difficult for me to keep from
Inughing in their faces,

The progress of conservation may seem
ecomers, but to some of us grevheards things
hooming !

It in not hard for some af s to reeall how anyone who

slow 1o new-

really  are

presched conservation of resources wis i d upon as he-
ing a “little tetched.”  Anyone predicting that Oregon, with
ity great abundance of rainfall, would ever hecome & witer-

onsidered 1o be an absolute fool.  Anyvone
Bould be saved, instead of being
hurned off 1o make range for sheep, cattle, and even for
doer, needed 1o Have his head examined. In other words,
a conservationist in those daye didn't draw much water in-
sofar as public sentiment was coneerned

Public Support Gained

1t doesn't take & long memory to recall how thousands
of acrea of forest lands wera hurned each vear by incendi-

short area was
who contended that timber

“Spare a Little Somethin’' to ‘Aid Suppression?”
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