McKay’s Decision Brought About In Matter Of Hours By Top Political Advisors

By A. ROBERT SMITH
Mews:-Raview Corraspondent
WASHINGTON — The
decision of Secretsry of eriar
Douglas McKay to pill vut of the
cabinet and run for the Senate in
Oregon was brought obout in a
matter of hours by President Ei-
senhower's top political advisors,
i not by the President himself
This is the reconstructed back-
ground story, as completely as it
could be pieced together, of this
major political development
Monday, Mar., 5 — in an hour.
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Iong interview with McKay that
alternvon in his office, he Lold me
he had no plans for the future ex-
copl o resign next Jan. 20 snd let
President decide whether he
wanted to make 3 cabinet change,
Either way would have been OK
with Mchay, tor he said he was
looking forward to retiring. In pre-
vious interviews, McKay had said
he had no desire o run for the
Senale, explainiog that a man
vounger than his 62-years should
be tackling that job

Mekay seemed relaxed. genial
as over, amd profiting personally |
fram the philosophy he applies lo|
lils controversy-ridden job, No mat-
ter how thick the brickbats might
fly, 1 never go to sleep at night
mad at anyone,” he said

In the month since the late Goy
Paul Patterson died, he had been
wrged by many to return to Ore-|
gon and  take on Sen. Wayne
Morse. He had held out adamantly
against this kdea. Mre. MeKay
was aven more stoutly opposed to|
Up to this day, no nne had
tly moved either from
that position

Tuesday, Mar. 8 — MeKay told
an ineuiring reporter for the As-
sociated Pross subsiantially swhat
he had told me Monday about his|
future plans, ’

Weds ¥, Mar. ¥ - McKay
had breakfast with Leonurd Hall,
GOP nationasl chairman, From this |
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ipublican contenders

paitit the wheels began grinding
turiously. Hall reportedly told Me-
Kay that a public opimlon: firm
hired by the Hepubilican National
Committec had taken a sampling
in Orecon and found MeKay much
belter known by Ihe asverage cili-
ien than either Phil Hitchcock or
Lamar Tooge, the two main Re-
for Morse's
seat. The day before, Hall told
1500 ladies atlending the National
Hepublican Women's Conference
here that Morse wasa prime GOP
target, next in dmportance to the
residency in this year's eleclions
Yarty leaders didn't want 1o take
a chance on a  relatively un-
known candidate. McKay was told

DOWN - TO - EARTH STEWARDESS — Stewardess service,
which giamorized air travel, has come to bus line service between
San Francisco and Los Angeles, Calll
answer 1o decreasing patronge. Helen Voss, one of the line’s 10
stewardesses, {4 shown making two passengers “feel at home' on
her bus Stewardesses serve refreshments, heat baby's bottle and
sipply pillows, blankets pnd magazines
it muzic, reserved seats, rest rooms, outlels for eleetric razors.

they thought he was the man to de
the job

Mchay left the breakfast table
uneonvineced. During the day he
sounded out close advisors. Some
encouraged him to run. He said
he would have to talk it over wilh
Mrs. MeKay that night. That same
evening Atlorney General Herberl
Brownell told a promenent Repub-
lican that despite the hedl on M
Kay to run, be was still dragging
his feet, Brownell said he was con.
fident McRay would change his
mind by the following day. He ex-
plained that an 11 eo'clock appoini-
ment set up by the White House
for MeKay with the President the

tollowing morning would cinch the

lath
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| Hitcheoek and Toote o a morning

23, 1956 —The News-Review, Roseburg, Ore. 9

matter if McKay were still hold- what was afool, McKay told re
ing out when he arrived at the |porters there was some “‘confus-|
White House wn' and he didn't know whether
In this conversation, Brownell, be would run or not. This was
who is one of the administration's | flashed to Washington, and in tym
top political magterminds, explain. |the White House got on the phone
ed that party political leadory here |to McKay and Ralph Cake, former
felt that MeKay had not made a|GOP pational committeeman. Ad-
sutisfactory recovery from the poo|ams and Hall were on the White
litieal  onslaught of the Demo-| House end of Ihe_ﬂnr_ll.u see about
erats on the “give sway” charge. |ending the confusion. Shortly there-
her cabinet members placed on | after, MeKay announced he was in
the hot seat by partisen critics, | the race, he drove to Salem to file,
had recovered much better, Brown-|and the White House formally an
ell added, mentioning Defense Sec- nounced the news here.
retary | Wilson, Ayailable evidence points to the
This was elearly not the attitude | conclugion that McKay was push-
of many western  Republicans,|ed into a campaign he personally
such an Sgn. Arthur V. Watkins | did not wish to enler by piﬂf of-
of Utah, who bad come Lo regard ficials at the Washington level
McKay very highly and defended who led him to believe he was the
him frequently on the Senate foor, | strangest of possible challengers for
There was no apparent organized Morse, that other Oregon candi-
elfort from the West, where Inter-|dates would welcome his  candi-
iov policies are most vithl, to re-idiocy and pull out (although they
place MeKay belore the campaign were nol consulted) and that he
got underway, lndeed, mountain would be doing what the President
state. Republicans feel they areland the L—mn_\- most wanted him to
riding high now. having won eon- do If he knocked off Wayne Morse
gressionnl approval of the McKay-| Motivating at least some of this
supparted Upper Colorado project- Rrrunre on McKay was a feeling
second higgest federal reclamation | eld by some of the GOP's top|
project ever proposed by Congress. | sirategists here that McKay had |
Thursday, Mar. 8 — MeKay went | not bean ableé to combat his Demo-
to the White House that marning. | cratic critics as effectively as they |
A Iop Republican told the AP that might Nave wished and  that It
before he arrived he was still de-) would be no ' less politically valu-
termined nM to run. In any case,|able 10 have a new secretary of

by late afternoon he was aboard 4 the Intérior as the 1956 campaign

flight bound for Poriland with a!Rot underway than to have McKay
hastily prepared statement explain: | barnstorming up und down his na-
ing his decision 10 oppose Morse. |Hve Oregon after the scalp of his
MeKay sald he was not wrged by harshest eritie,
Eisenhower himself 10 run,  but |
that Sherman Adams, the presi-
dept's chiefl assistant, “‘encour-|
aged” him to do so aid it “‘pleas-
ed'' the President when he told
him of his deeision. That day Ei-
senhower wrote McKay a letter,
saying his decision was “worthy of
the highest commendation.'
Friday, Mar. # — MeKay invited |

Administration |
Rejects Women
Benefits At 62

WASHINGTON 4 — The Eisen.
confab to disevss his sudden en- | bhower admiinistration turned
try into the race. Hoth sides were|thumbs down Thursday on House-
surpeised — MeKay hecause he | passed proposals to provide social
had been led 1o believe by party  seourity  retivement  benefits  for
bigwiss in Washington that Toogze |Women al uge 62 and payments
and Hiteheoek had agreed to with- | to the totally. disabled starting at
draw if he entered the race; Toore |age 50
and Hitehooek because ho one had Secretary of Welfare Folsom
even mentioned 1t to them also  rejocted the dccompanying
When the news leaked out about | increase in the soclal security tax

PROUD POPI—Former President Harry S.
his daughter, Margaret, and her fiance,
Harry is in New York for overnight v
They'll wed in Independence, Mo.. in April

GRACE KELLY LEAVE™

LOS ANGELES & — Actross
Grace Relly 1 by plane Thurs
day for New York ta depart soon
for Monuco and her mirriage to

Prince Rainier 11 in April

The Prince salled from Now
York on the Ils da Fraance on
March 18.
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_Truman beams as he clasps the hands of
Clifton Daniel, a New York newspaperman,
isit and "quiet dinner” with the engaged couple,

'ii'rum 2 to 2% per ocent Immedi-
ately to help finance the broad.
oned  henefits,
He stid this would mean a (ax
‘Iﬂl'l‘l‘;’l-\'r of ¥1,700,000,000 over the
first full year

“The oll-age and survivors In:
surance (OASD) system i3 in ex-
edllent eondition,"” Folsom said in
testimony prepared for the Senate
Finance Committee,
| “For all practical purposes, the
system Is in approximate actur-
arial balance. 1t will thus be sell.
supporting, under present  ostie
mites, providing tuxes are  in
cronsed ay scheduldd and benfits
are not Inereased withoul a eor-
responding incrense in revenue.'

Folsom urged extension of OAS!
coverage to make it ax “nearly
universal as practicable.” He en-
dorsed provisions in the House
bill and in other pending legisia-
tion which would extend the cov-
erage to sell-omployed allorneys,
dentists, onteopaths, pptometrists,
velorinarians, the millli.'n':' BTV
tees, federal employes and vari-
ous other groups.

Thursday’s statement by Fols
som was the first diroct stand by
thi Eisenhower administration on
the propoxals, Folsom's prodoces-
sor, Mre. Oveta Culp Hobby, had
raised o number of  questions
Ilhuul the key provisions, how-
aver.
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