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TIMBER HEARING

Charles V. Stanton

iieh visited Hose-

The congressionu] joint commitiee, _
hurg Thursday on its tour through the Pacific Nt
to investigate timboeyr management policies, Wil glven
miny interesting facts at its local hearing .

Many phases of timber munagement and sales Weie
| Throughout the entive hearving, however, o1 #
theme wis paramount, Vietuslly all witnesses, though i
disagreement on aome policies, pointeld up the nead  for
hetter utilization, On that phase there was per fuet

This aection of the state his Degun to Deel the pineh of
log shortage only in comparatively recent months. Here-
tofore, we have had nn abundant resoiivee,  Waste wis of
little coneern.  The log shortage caught up with ather pro-
ducing centers long ago, Now a goiod many mills in Douy
Jas and Coos counties are becoming hungry for logs,

The pinch i evident particularly in competitive bid
ding, in which prices often pre foreed high above apprais-
aln. And, while our loesl mills hattle one another for logs,
a new competitive factor Is Appearing, as  attempts  are
made In surrounding areas to brenk down muarketing bar-
riers

Slash Use Urged

As log prices stendily advance, buvers must make liet.
for aitilization of material,  Yeot, because of the economics
of trupsportation, much usable material still iz left in the
wonds,  Several witnosses urged salvage operations  on
alash, together with relogging, to recover values left from
tha original harvest.

Relogging and slosh salvage are to ba
Such operations have been nsed with moch suecess in viri-
ous parts of the state, and are general in  areas  whery
Ings are in extremely short supply. They are economiculs
Iv feasible for the most part, however, only  during
rioda of high mavket demand, because the profit margin s
gmull,  Expansion of the pulp industey, it ls expeeted, will
eroite a hetter murket for this recovery operation, permit-
Lihg salvage of p nmuch greater volume of wood and low.
efing the amount of investment in eyuipment.

A controversial issue ut the hearving was that of neeess
romds,  Witnesses were in agreement that better
must be ohtained. Bul the road =ituation has long been a
Bone of contention in the timber industry

Operntors have, In many iostances, boill their own
roida into privately owned timber.  Behind these ronds
and thig is trae particonlarly in the Orvegon and California
grant land ownership cheekerboard — other private timbe
and some Tederal timber ia locked in, Throughout the hia
fory of the industry these privite owners have used thelr

romd Wockudes to keep out competition,

Demanded

Mills, which would like to compete on federal snles
froquently have been blocked becagsze of lnck of
Iy recent vears the Buronu of Lawd Mansgemoent hias Leied
tn work out contracts Tor the wse of private ropds when
alfering sales tributiiry to those rosds.  The buyver of the
fimber usually must pay the road owner s stipulated fee
for hatling over the voud. Small milla are demanding that
the government either buy these roads From privale own-
ors or seoure long term contraels in which hanling fees
will e known in advance and will remain copstant.

It seems to me that, if a competitive situation i ta he
maintained, the onlyv sntisfactory solution in for the govern-
ment o nequire all the trunkline aceess roads pecessar
ty teach foderal lnnds,  Private owners, of eourae, do not
want this competition, They may he right in their con.
tontion that eompetition is not the best plan for conserva-
tion and utilization,  1don’t intend to enter into that argu-
ment,  But, if it ix to be the poliev that competition is to
b kept ot the highest possible Tevel, then, It seoma to me,
there can be no antisfactory solution other than full gov-
crnment ownbrship of main rFoads

Another interesting argument was that for
roforesintion of logged-ofT lands,  State
John Amacher told the committee that ns
verurs of prowth, or one-tenth of the
w18 being lost, costing
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