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THE SAME OLD SONG

Charles V. S!anlnﬁ

The Oregon Fish Commission has one tine and one tine .

only, It keeps plaving it over and over, like a one-record
Juke box,

|
Last Sunday a lurge group of sportsmen from the west-

ern part of the state was invited by the cofmizsion to at-
tend a meeting at Corvallis.  These sportamen, most of
them leaders in the continuing effort to  close coastal
streams south of the Columbig to net fighing, were hopeful
thiat the commission would have some constructive sugpes-
tion. Instead the needle-weary refrain was repeated with-
out change,

According to the Figsh Commission, the deplétion of

salmon in coastal waters does not result from overintens-
ity of commercial fishing. Instead it resinlts from water-
ghed damage, excessive appropriation of water, pollution,
dams, removal of gravel and any number of other sources.
Sports anglers also are cited as contributors hecause they
eittch smal] salmon and steelhead while fishing for Lrout,
These Tactors, the Fish Commizsion declares, are wirecking
the coastal salman and steelhead fishery, not the tons of
galmon taken by gillnets on the way to the spewning heds.

In fact, says the eommission, if it weren't for the gillnets
thare would be too many salmon. An unmansged popula-
tion, it is insisted, would eventunlly result in even greater
deplation than we now have.

Many People Misled

There is just enough teuth in this old and oft-repented
refrain to mislead many people,

It Ia true that fish ecannot be producsd without water,
When we take all the waler out of a streiim for iveigation
and industrinl purposes, or we fill the water with exeessive
pollution, the capacity of the stream to produce fish ix either
seriously impaired or completely destroved, The Fish Com-
mission has no lack of examples, In fuct, it has procored
a number of slides of isolated eases to supplement its con-
tentions.  Sportsmen attending the Corvallis mesting were
ghown pictures of streams hlocked by log jams, diversion
dams and other obstructions,

Nor can pnyone question that competition for wiater, re-
moval of gravel, damage to watersheds, constiuction of
dams and other such faotors contribute to o decline in Tish
life. 1t is no difficult matter to point oul these sourees of
damage and thus lead away from the fuct thui commervind
fishing destroys as many or more salmon than all eited
factors combined.

There also s some truth in the declaration that an over-
production of Tish can cause declines, Records of commer-
cinl catehes mude over a long period of time show more o
losg regular cycles, TFish can become wn numerots Lhpt
they exhiaust the volume of food in a strenm, thereby cnns.
ing sucopeding cycles to lessen In numbers,  Then, ns pop-
ulations decrease, food becomes more abundant and the
trend reverses itself., But this condition occurs only when
population becomes excessive.  Certainly no one, nol even
the Fish Commission, can point to excessive population in
any coastal stream today.

Tax Money Involved

The Fish Commission, until recent vears, wus self-sup-
porting, It obtained ita revenue from poundage fees col-
lected from eommerein] fishing. Butb in late yvears, because
of population declines, it has been necessary to provide mon-
ey from the general fund o keep the commission in opers
alion,

And while the commission ix telling the publie thal 1t s
permitting ample escapement of fish to maintain  salmon
migrations, it iz pouring hundreds of thousands of dallara
into operation of hatcheries. If escapement ia sufficient as
the commission claimas, it seems to me, these halcherion are
totally unnecessary and constittite a waste of taxpaver
money,

The commission is doing a wood job on atream eleny-
ance, hibitat improvement, enlaeging spiowning areas, and
other such tasks, It is to be commended on this program.
Yot it 1s obvious to anyone fumiline with our constul strenms
that existing spawning beds are not now fully utitized. Thix
fact is substantinted by the commission’s own spuwiing
bed counts, 5o, though the stream improvement program
% commendable, it g of no veal value until there nee enougd
lish to make the need for additional spawning area neces.
Hary.

Records furnished by the commission show that the
lake of snlmon gince 1945 has been about one-half that of
the avernge from 1930 to 1945, In other words, the cnteh
has dropped in round figures from eight million to Tour mil-
Tion pounds,

A greal improvement conld be mude, many of us e
lieve, by permitting a groatiy eseapement. Removal of gill-
nets would add from 10 to 15 per cent to the escapement
which, while not the complete answer, would be a move in
the right direction,

But the commission apparently is determined to stick
by 1ts guns and continue plaving the old words and nusic
to the public as coastal stream closure continues al j=sye
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- rce ﬁaddaf

Ists say that the people most like- |

are those who refuse to allow any
| differences Lo become big ‘cnougn
to break up the relationship

One might say that lately Presi-
dent E.In!'thu\ﬂ_'r and Premier Bul-
ganin of the Soviet Union Have
been acting like a married paic
detetmined 1o lel nothing  spoil
theip blissful state,

Perhaps the outstanding lmpres.
sion gained from the Big Four
mueeting at Geneva was the re-

wive on all sides ta keep smiling
through every difficulty

More recently the world was
{yeated to an even more striking
example of this developing  atl-
tude in both the United States and
the Soviet Unibn.

Bulgantn offervd the Soviet As-
senthly @ basically temperate re-
port oo Geaeva, bul appearced to
reject  Matly  Mr.  Bisenhower's
plan Tor mulual US-USSR, In-
spection ‘of their milltary installa-
tions

The President refused to take
the statement #z It seemed lo be
medanl. He sald the Russinns had
out really closed the door on his
plan, bul simply expréssed 4 pre-
ference for g disarmament peo-
gram of their own — one they
had advanced last May 10,

The very nexst day, Bulganin
lcked up where the President had
eft off. He sald hiz earlier re-
marks had been  misipdersiood, |
Russia was nol refusing 1o find
wavs other than its own plan for!
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day. a molorist swerved sharply o
avoid & dog that was erossing the
street and paving no allention (o
lralile. The awerve threw the mo-
torist's car oul of control atl he
smashed inio o power pole

His car was wrecked and he wax
badly battered, but  will escapo
without permanent disfigurement

Foolishness?

Sentimetlalism?

1 wouldo tsay so. Peaple wha are
o animals are apt 1o he kind

i MORE, rather than less,
cindliness in this world.

Incidenial information:
Labe e rabhins Hoed iy the United
Sihtes bn priodietion of DRY 1CE
The center of the indusiry 15 Ash

fo make dry jee, carbon-dioxide
as i3 compressed 1o a liguid in
everal slages and cooléd belween
vach stage. Carbon-dioxide snow (=
made by evaporating some of the
Hgoid, Tho soow & then compre
ed into' solid blocks of dry |

AshHland's w material su
for this material comes [rom ¥
Whose wale £ el in earhon-di
oxide. Waty rom  the wells Is
I ll!l,-ml ko separalor in which
fhe gas is lidetdted from the wa-
1 L is then put through the com-
sabon-andcpoling  process which
erids up In the lee blocks,

As ovenyone knows, the particn-
lar merib of dry lee is thal when
meliz it doesn’t leave a messy
liquid behind,

Our State of Jeffersgn 1= RICH
in raw materiels of all Kinds, in-
cluding ange and unusual ones
sueh a= dry ice. In Douglas Counly,
there is a mountain of low-grade
mickel ore that has resulied in the
mvestment of 30 million dollars of
Eastern capital,  Chrome ore is
seattered widely over Jackson and
Josephine and probably other coun-
Lies.

In Klamath Counly a hot waler
well has been broug ht in whose flow
1 sufficlent 1o provide hal water
gh for irrigation of a rn;-:'l
area of land if it ould
wn out that hot waler it
has commercial possibilities. e
day some smart operator
Klamath's abundant hot waler to
cheaply huge zreenhouses for
lacge-seale production of flowars
and winler vegetables,

Siskivou and  Modoe counfies
have mounlains of valeanic fdla
Pumice — for w hich important vol-
ume uses will some day bhe found
it scattered everywhere. By lhis
time, everybody knows zhout Lake
County nranium

Kesp your eye on the State of

¢ Jelferson.

Board Of Control
Approves Security
For Hillcrest

SALEM op — The State Board
ol npproved W i
s indt fiss

awees in which girls caysed

more thin $8.000 |1|.n| e at th

Some of our marriage speciale sulving the lough disarmament

problem.

This serjes of exchanges is plain.
Iy significant. 1t shows that the
mood of Geéneva was no accldent
hoth sides sre lolent on keeping
their voices down, They mean 1o
presecve the civilities at least long
eaough to find out whether any
progiess |8 possible on Lhe real
substance of thelr differcpees,

ther conferances In the weoks
and months ahead will decide that
question,

All that can be sald pow [s that
the atmosphérve established and
being maintuined with painsiaking
gare by U5, and Russian leaders
alike is moderately hopefol, And
ailer the grim history of the last
decade, that alane is quite a siate-
mient, But we should not forget
that these differences are wveory
greal.
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Sweetland Admits Morse

'Not Certain Of Winning

BEND un — Monrde Sweetland,
Oregon Democratic national ecom-
mitteeman, said it will take a jot
of hard work for his party to re-
elect Sen. Morse (D-Ore),

“In fact,”™ Sweetlapd said, “the
senator will be re-elected only if
thie average man and woman in
Oregon turns polmrun from now
until vember, 1556."

Sweetland spoke Sunday at the
annusl pienie of the Deschutes
Caunty M‘l. uniam
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SPECIAL DANCE

THE OKLAHOMA MOONSHINERS

FRIDAY NITE
AUG. 19

DAMNCING FROM 9 'TIL 1

MELODY
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watch for it

your Douglas County Fair

starts in 7 days

Fun for All The Family
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AMERICA'S NEWEST

SAT. NITE
AUG. 20

WESTERN SWING DAN(E

WAYNE JOHMNSON AND THE

BLUE BONNET PLAYBOYS

Featuring 14-Year-Old
DARWIN EELLS
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We are Now Licensed To Build
and Service The ., .

Maugh Hydraulic Scales

Machine Work, Welding, Steel Fabricating
Call Us For Portable Welding




