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GIVE NATURE A HAND

Charles V. Stanton ,

National Wildlife Week, sponsored by the Nationz!
Wildlife Federation, iz being observed this week. The
theme of this year's observance is "Preserve (ur Wet-
lands." While emphasis is being placed upon the abuse
of murshes, bogs, potholes, meandered lakes and other
sich areas, the theme embraces the entire water rsource. |

The United States, it is pointed out, once had some 120 |
million acres of wetlands. Fewer than 30 million acres re-
main, |

Many millions of dollars were spent to drain wet ar-
ecas, More millions are being spent today to replacs them.

Despite the fact that drainage in a great many instanc-
es proved a decided mistake, demand for drainage, un-|
der the guise of reclamation, still exists. |

Mingo Swamp in Southeast Missouri was drained to|
produce agrienltural land. The land proved unsatisfactory |
for farming purposes. The farmers went broke. Drain-
age district bonds were defaulted. The Figh and Wildlife
Service, cooperating with state agencies, bought up the
worthless land, plugged up the drainage ditches and re-
stored the swamp, Similar large scale experiences in-
volved Thief Lake in Minnesota and a part of the Ever-
glades in Florida. These experiments wasted millions of
taxpayer money. |

More Drainage In Prospect

But despite these lessons, the Corps of Engineers has
a program to destroy most of the naturel sloughs, bayous
and swamps of the lower Mississippi Valley,

Farmers throughout the country have been paid “con-
servation” subsidies to drain their swamp lands, while, at
the same time, they are given federal help in construection
of farm ponds.

As a result of this program wetlunds in the Midwest,
particularly in the Dakotas and Minnesota, have been
drained at the rate of around 32.000 acres annually,

In a great many instances drainage has resulted in
lowered water tables and creation of dustbowls.

Canada, too, has hdd experiences similar to those in
the United States. Great acres of wetlands, hreeding
grounds for migratorv waterfow], were “reclaimed" at
publie expense, The land was found unfitted for agricul-
tural purposes, Now an organization, known as “Ducks
Unlimited,” is spending millions to repair the danage.

Swamps, bogs, ponds, lakes, ete., have their place in
maintaining the water table of the acres in which they
are located, They are essential to Nature's processes,
Man, attempting to imprmv on Nature, invariably makes
n mess of things. Yat, in his stubbornness, he keeps on
repeating the same mistakes.

Water Resource Renewable

Water is a renewable resource. But, like sanv other
resource, it ean be damaged and even destroyed where-
upon restoration becomes a long and expensive fask.

Here in Western Oregon wetlands. in the form of
marshes, boga and ponds, do not create an issue such as
is found in the Midwest and elsewhere throughout the
country, But running water does provide us with a
problem.

We continue to abuse our water resource. We are
damaging and destroying watersheds. We are building
our dams in the valleys, when they should he built in the
mountains. We are filling our streams with filth and pollu-
tion., We are steadily increasing the rate of runnff in wet
seasons, then crying about our streams running dryv in
summer.

As a result of our abuses, some municipalities are
experiencing great difficulty in supplving water to grow-
ing populations. We are striving, as a sfate, to hring in
more industry. Industry is the greatest user of water,
But, while seeking industry, we continue to impair the
resource upon which industry depends

Water can be managed. It can be made to mest our
needs. But it can be renewed only by following Nature's
Inws, not by contrary methods,

If we will study Nature's plan, giving her 1 helping
hand, we cap have a reasonable abundance of watey. But
it will take ranny vears and a great many dollavs to re-
pair the damage we have done by our careless and stub.
horn ways.
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The Greater Light

| by JOHN KAMPS !

WASHINGTON #» — Arranie-
ments for hearings in the Paciflio
Northwest on Hells Canyon Dam |
legislation will be completed in the
field, Senate Inlerior Committes |
members said Wednesday,
Subcommittee sessions on a bi!!
(o authorize a federal dam in the|
Hells Canyon resch of the Snake,
River bstween Idaho and Oregon
have been scheduled for Boise and
Lewiston, Idaho, Aoril 4: Pasen,!
Wash., April 5, and Portland, Ore,
April 8
The Idaho Power Co, has asked
the Federal Power Cammission for
l'cepse to construct three dams in
the zame ares.

Sen. Murray (D-Mont), Interior
Commities chairman, sad M. C
J\!abﬁs Jr. of the committee staif
will be available for consultation |
with prosoective witnesses 2t the
Boise Hotel March 23, at the Lewis |
| and (lark Hotel, Lewiston, March
129, at the Pasco Hotel, March 30-
31, and at the Roosevelt Hotel,
Portland, April 1-2.

Sen. Anderson (D-NM), who will |
preside at the hearings as chair-|
man of the irrigation-reclamation
subcommittes, said: “These field
hearings are intended primarily to
give the people and orgenizations
of the area an opporturity to be
heard without the necessity of 3
trip to Washington.
| “It is pot the intent of the com-
mittee ta take technical testimony
#1 this time. It is obvious that the
| limited time available in each eity
will seriously restrict the amount
| of time which ecan be allowed any
| sinele witnesz, but suonlementary
statements will be accepled for the
rerord."

Sevpral members of the House
| Interior Committee olan to st in
on the Senate eommittes hearines.
Fells Canyon hills similar lo the
Senate measure have been offercd
in the House

Rep. Engle (D-Calify, House In.

terior Committee chairman, has

dg'uce d.;)io;ﬁaf ' |

said he will authorize interested

ﬂem*\ers of his committee to at:

end the hearings. He said in a
ndum to members:

hould he understood that

this iz not a House commitlze
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Sanity Hearing
Set For Doctor
In Family Slaying

MCALESTER, Okla. 4 — An
insanity defense was planned
“t‘d"lf.“-dﬂ\' for the young physis
-_ confessed to slaving his
s | wife n~1 three young chi idren and
fire to their home.
rategy was disclosed by
Jillard Smith, a Tennessee atlor-
ney and brother-in-law of Ben, T.
. Galbraith, 34, who signed a state-
ment Tuesday admitting the
frimes.

He said insecurity, an unhappy
childhood and a haunting fear of
~ poverty lead him to slug his wife,
Kmum the children and burn the
. home last Thursday,

Smith s3id Galbraith would
waive preliminary hearing at ar-
ralgnment scheduled for late
Wednesday and ask for an Im-
mediate sanity trial,

On the other same Lab
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Du“es Th’nks Red Dr. Galbraith, first :_ccusod of

murder only in the slaying of his
W-vear-old wife, Mary Katherine,
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'Arrangements Being Made
'For Canyon Dam Hearing
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the selection o | MEETING TONICHT
INITIATION

BIG FEED

formal sense
the places for the hearings and
the number and order of wilnesses
io be called will be determined
by the Sensle committee.

“] am making this clfr be
bause, as chairman of our eom
mittze, 1 do not wish to take the
responsibility for seiting the hear-
ings, the places selecled. . . or
for I‘he management of the hear-

" SEE IT!

Monday, The 28th
FREE LUNCH AND MOVIES

Farm Bureau Hall

222 SRUCE ST.

Completely New

FROM THE GROUND UP...

NEW POWR-RANGE

TRANSMISSION
The right speed for every farm job . . . with only one shift

lever ... one clutch . ., one gear-set. Progressive shift pate
:}’ tern goes naturally through entire speed range.

COME IN—''SHIFT FOR YOURSELF"

BUY WHERE YQU SHARE IN THE SAVINGS

W. Washington at 5.P. Tracks
Rosaburg, Oregon
DIAL OR 2.2683

FREE PARKING AT THE FARM GUREAU

NEW YORK
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