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_EXPERIMENT IN CHEER

By Charles V. Stanton

The Herald and News, Klamath Falls, won much ac-

reportz. Publisher Frank Jenkins. f
+ The idea, driginatlnﬁ with Frank’s son, Bill Jenkins,
‘managing edicor, was that during Christmas Week 7'he
WHevald and Mews would print on its front page only “cheer-
ful't news, All reports of tragedy, crime, controveisy, ete.,
went on' inside pages, The news of the day was all print-
ﬂ There was 'no attempt to suppress news. The major
change was that instead of the normal process of grading
news according to its importance, as it appeared to the
:&u of the trained wire editor, front page headlines and
ries were exclusively happy and optimistic.
. As was to be expected, 1he sentimental nature of the
piperiment brought many measages of appreciation, As
yconcession to the season, it was a most commendable
westure of good will,

The experiment, naturally, was closely watched by pub-
lishers and editors throughout the state. Doubtless it
evoked many questions.

‘What, for instance, vvas the reaction of readers who
listened to the radio blaring out the iragic news of an air-
liner carrying returning G.Is to their deaths, when they
had to hunt through their newspaper to find the No, 1 story
of thé day? Or the reaction of Klamath residents., who
folt the earth shudder under their feet, and learned of the
disaster at neighboring Eureks, only to find the account
‘of the quake banrered on an inside page?

Had To Searck For News
.. One rule of newspaper publishing Is that changea in
newspaper format ‘'or style should be made gradually; that
Yeaders ate reluctdnt to change reading habits. The ex-
iment at ‘Klamath Falls, however, indicates that there
 little or no objection to change if the motive involves

senti i
. Doubtless there are readers who would prefer the pol-
dcy be continued, Many persons would liks a newepaper
containing only the! type of news stories they enjoy read-
ing. They would gladly dispense with unfavorable news.
One difficulty with publishing that kind of a newspaper,
wver, s that 'in reading differ and few readers
would agree on what constitutes favorable or unfavarable
news, Furthermore, If only “selected” news items were
printed, how long wouid we continue to be an informed
people?

Perhaps we are mistaken, but, watching the Klamath
Fills newspaper from this distance, it seemed to us that
the editors were occasionally hard-pressed to find suffi-

 news, coming within the self-imposed limitytion to fill

#‘rl

ment. |

the front page, .

in the past, but It that The Herald and Neios used
more and bigger front page pictures to help fill space. Tt
in possible we were just overly critical, but it sesmed to
its that the front page of our sister paper, despite its sweet-

ness and light, appeared labored.
Too Much “Wrong" News

Naturally, we observed the Klamath Falls experiment
froni & technical angle. We did not look at the paper from
the viewpoint of the reader. As an editor, we were inter-
ested first in the reader appeal. There can be no question
of great appeal from the standpoint of sentiment conmected
with the season. There can he no question concerning full
naws coverage, for all the news was there, although not
to be found in the place one would normally expect it

The technical aspect was thought provoking, During
the week of ite experiment, The Herald and News used lit-
tle copy from its Associated Press wire. Front page stor-
ies were largely from the local news field.

press wires, obviously, handle the "big" news.
But, again, we must do some thinking—possibly some re-
vising—as to what constitutes “big” news. Are we placing
too much emphasis on tragedy, crime, war and rumors of
war, conspiracy, ete, and not enough emphasis on cheer-
ful, constructive topica?

We have heard thiz subject discussed muny times at
aditorial meetings. Editors constantly clamour for more
“brighteners,” but, while the wire services have steadily
ahortened their stories by tighter editing, there still iz such
an inereasing volume of what we call “big" news that
there iz little room on the wire for the lighter side.

Perhaps the experiment at Klamath Falls—an experi-
ment that will be thoroughly analyzed by editors and pub-
lishers everywhere—may, in time, cause revisions of our
concopts of news and news values.

A unl}?ua exporiment conducted by our sister newspa-
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Wheee! Who Said There Was No Santa Claus?

ﬁuce ﬁioﬂdaf

In The Day’s News

(Continued trom Page One)

Inevitably once (he mid-term
elecaons «re out ot lne way,

about whether an Incumbent Pres-
ident will run a second time. The
me is already.

Mr. Eisenhower dislikes his job '
and is eager to retire to his farm

the gucssing begins in earncs: | near Gettysburg, Pa,

In recent weeks, however, al

number of Republican leaders a

nd |
going full tiit with | a few presidential aids have been

2

Elr. Eisenhower. L IR Je ceesdont
Somo of the President's ene-|will run again of his own' volition

mies, perhaps imagining that the | or his party will compel him to

wish makes it so, have slated flat- ' do so.

ly fhat he will nol seek a second | e/ aigue thai: |

like cotton fields than like forasts
as we have koown them in the
more wasteful days of the past.

In the future the development
that Is based upon our foresls will

lb«a PERMANENT development.

I That's hopeful and conslructive

news.
Here's some PROBLEM news:
It is estimated that the popu-

l{_arbc!.'\\fe haven't buon overly observant

| term. They found this conclusion

on signs which suggest to them

Twisted Version
Of ‘Snow White’
Given By Soviet

EJ TOM REEDY
BERLIN W — The cold war
caught up today with Snow While
and the Seven Dwarls.

It starled in the Soviel Zone of |

Germany, where Communist pro-| he will question (these arguments |
| but finally yield to party prossures,

ducers at Greifswald rewrote ihe

Ike is the best possible stoward

for:thie midieof the.romt Arograt] lation of Japan reached a total of

‘elghty-eight and one-third millions

he fosters, |
Without him, the GOP in 1856 |
would fall info shattering factional
combat which would seriously jeo-
pardize their chances of holding
the White House.
Even if such differences did not |

{‘exist in the party, the Ropublicans |

could not possibly find another
candidatle to match the President's
popularity and prospects of win- |
ning.

Whether Mr, Elsenhower him- mt the rate of a million and a|Judge Soule to the fwo charges.

self will see it this way, whether

fairy lale and won high pralse of whether he will resist all pres-

from the Russian literary

mon!h-|aures. no one can accuralely Say

Iy “Today and Tomorrow'. The!at this momenl,

Soviet writer commented that the

Grimm version  needed cerluin
changes and explained:

“Snow White should pot be a
member of the court, hut must be
resented as an outcnst. She ls be.
ng educated with the children of
the castle janitor and Is on very
good lerms with the farmers, who
are actually revolutionaries. That's
really why the queen hales her."

social consclousness and the need
for unseating feudal barons and
dividing the lund among the
peasinls,

Rias, the American high com-
mission Radio in West Berlin, re-
porled the East Zone's thespian
thenanigans and wenl on:

“This plot needs thickening, let
us finish it
Propaganda Injection

The dwarfs, Rias went on, are
kept busy digging uraniym, Their!
home is “'a grotto of peace” with
seven white doves sitling on seven
little white beds. Miniature copies
of the works of Stalin are placed

The revamped plot Is based on|,

on seven night tahles.

The wicked queen polsons Snow |
White with tainted canned goods
from the United States, A peo-|
ples’ poliece commissioner, In
search of potato bugs dropped onto
the erops bv foreign enmemies,
finds Snow White in her glass cof- |
fin and liberates her. She leapx

dwarfs join in until the eries of
jor are heard In the Urals.

Riasz concludes:

“And then the young couple went
I back to the fatherland of all work-

the party line, they are atill alive."

ot Bogly=

NEW YORK (® — Highlights of 1954 by the Pavement
Plato;

Th; year is dying in the vine, and somehow muny of us
hate to see it leava.

Don't know particularly why, either, do yvou?
bean exactly a clear-cut year. It's justebeen another one
of those “muddle through” years we've become used to-—
vears in which man gropes, like a blind mole in the dark,
for something better, =y .

The trouble with gmpl.ni Is that,
&3 you achieve success, it comes
50 gradually you hardly notice if,

So il s that al year-end, many of
us fail (o appreciate that in 1854
Iarge:scale warfare died down for
the first time in more than two

des, the American people wore
her than ever before in their
—and, mnseg;w:aa. had cn-
their second best year,
A more “muddle’ through'
&l such as this, and we may
@ awaken to the fact we
achieved more than we even
ed fo dream.

| e

Probably not, bul first it

run: by Dr,

ond hall of the eentury,

Everyone has his own reason for
ur king 1054, but It car
marked a new height in hu- |
plimism. In what previous
m_ a French Premier ever

bilely (or privately, launch a
ulﬂu&:.lo wean his countrymen
from o milk? The French,

Ml

”

It hasn't |

mains (o be seen whether it is pos-
sible to homogenize a Frenchman,

The most heartening event in (he
field of sporis was the 3:58.8 mil.
Roger Bannister of
Brilain, This victory, coupled with
the fact the empire managed to
send two sons up Mi, Everest the
year before, led to wild hopes the
British might also produce a good
heavvweight hoxer during the see.

Many ladles seem to feel that
Liberace was the man of the year
in television, bul dur nominee 13
still Charlie Chan. We saw him
more often during 1954 than we did |
anyone else, fust as we had the|
yvear before. We are unphle even 'hahy grew elght new testh.

to diseuszs Liberace Intolligently,

| Don't know why, [No, our TV se!
is not for salel.

I's hard to make up your mind!

{ about the outstanding animal of
1954. J. Frad Muggs, carrving an
extra supply of diapers, became
the first TV chimpanzee slar 1t

al
fly araund the world. On the other
hand Native Dancer, one of the|nor Seymour Perry. who 1a

| greatest thoroughhred racers, =».

Our  nom's2Hone  for
|awards during the year:

Most Inconsistent
The weather,

Most Consistent Performer—The
price of steak.
| The Biggest Disappoiniment 1
| Stience—Among 1,285 new mirace
drugs Tt found none that would
cure or nrevent baldness

The Man Who Traveled
in 1854 than Coluombue did in a
Lifetime—John Foster Dulles.

The Bigeest Republican Surprise
—Whers did all those Democrats
come from?

The Biggest Democratic Sur
prise~How did all those Repub
licans manage to stav in office?

The Greatest

nat, shouting “friendship” and the|

as we have never seen him. Our |
TV sel just won't pick him pp. | mouth, sut

{ Bandits’ Holdup Loot:

More |

The President lately told news-
men he hasn't made up his mind,
There probably 'is little doubt that
his fondest dream is to get up to
that farm of his. Bul he is a man
with a strong sense of publle duty,
and In the end that consideration
could be overriding with him,

Certainly It he decides not to|
run he isn't going to disclose the |
fact early. |
It is political axiom that a Pres. |
dent who early removes himself
rom conlention thereby casis
away his powerful influence, hoth |
in Congress and in parly offairs, |

on October 1. That is an increase
of one and a quarier milflons over
the estimale for 1953,

Thal is to say:

The population of Japan whose
arca Is less than one and a hall
Umes the area of the state of Ore-
gon is &lrudy HALF AS LARGE
AS THE FPOPULATION OF THE
UNITED STATES and is growing

uarter a years

2

Why L' that a problem?

Well the basic resources of thas
rugged mouniainous  (slands that
make uf Japan are smaller than
the basic resources of the state
of Oregon. That means that the
people of Jupan like the people
of the British Islands must trade
with the world or starve,

We won'l let them Irade with

|us to any considerable extent be-

cause they ean produce more
cheaply than we can and there
fore can undersell us. ThAeir nat-
ural trade lerrftory is Asia. Asia
Is growingly communist.

If the Japs can't trade with ua
they will have to trade with the
communists. If they trade with

scrap pile is gaining force in
year, f

And the way a lot of people look
at It, that shouldn't happen o a
vessel which was distinguished as

miral Dewey's flagship at the
Battle of Manjla Bay in 1898, and
as the one which In 1821 carried
the body of the unknown soldier of
Wosld War 1 to the United States
for burial,

Nearly (wo months ago ihe Navy
1aid it was ready to accept offers
from stales or any other non-fed-
eral groups for the Olympia, and
another old hattleship, the Oregon:
The Olympla, relired from active
service in 1822, has been ¢ the
Philadelphla Naval Base ever
since, \

The Navy describes the 58-year.
old Olympla as being in a ‘'do-
leriorated state,” and it is estic
mated the cost of rastoring her

Penalty Meted
Hit-Run Driver,
Nabbed Via Boat

TACOMA # — A traffic case
in which a Washinglon State va-
trolman used a tugboat to cateh
a hibrun driver ended in court
Tuesday.

It all started Monday afternoon
when Mildren Klopfenstein was
making a left turn Into the Ta-
coma Country and Golf Club, Her
car was struck from behind by an
auto driven by Sgt. Lowell E.
Rugroden, 43, a Tacoma soldier
home from Okinawa on leave,

Rugroden took off without stop-
ping, parked his car at Ft. Lewis
and took a taxi to Seattle, then got
aboard a troopship anchored in El-
liot Bay.
| But he did not reckon with the
ingenuily of State Patrolman Arth-
ur McKellips, who, from the li-
cense number of Rugroden's. ve-
hicle, traced his movemenls lo the
troopship.

Judge Hardyn B. Soule issued =
bench warrant for Rugroden's ar-
rest on one count of hit and run
?rivin; and one of negligent driv-
ng.

Drive Penalized

MeKellips and mililnr‘:1 police
drove to Seattle where they took
a tugboat into the bay te board
the troopship and secve Rugroden
with the bench warrant, which set |
his bail at $500,

Rugroden was returned (o the |
Pierce County jail, and Tuesday
morning he pleaded guilty before

The jucze suspended his driver's
license for one year, fined him
$100 on one count and 350 on the
other, and he was returned lo the
iroopship.

Rugroden said he was in a hur.
ry to make the troopehip and Had-
n't stopped after the accident he-
cause he had more fear of the
Army authorities than those in
| givilian uniform — particularly if

| he: missed the boat.

Prices Of RCA
Victor Records

Campaign Launched To Save
Dewey’s Famous Flagship,
Olympie, From Scrap Pile

PHILADELPHIA (®) — A drive to save one of the Navy's
proudest veterans—the battle cruiser Olympia from the |

these closing days of the old

Unless & state, or a city or some non-profit organiza-
tion comes forward by Jan. 28, with the means to trans-
form the Olympia into a lasting memorial, the navy will
send her to the ignominy of discard.

lo “safe and presentable condi-
tion" would be $850,000.

i there are no takers by lhe
deadline less than a month away,
the Olympia will be sold for scrap.
Only an odd part or bit of equip-
ment here and there would he
preserved, in historical museums
or schools,

Rescue Groups Busy

The campaign to rescue Llhe
Olympia from such fate is diractad
and stimulated by many groups
and #rwns‘ One of the leaders is
the United Spanish War Velerans,
whose legislative committee will
consider an appeal on behalf of
the ship whep it meets in Wash-
ington on Jan. 9.

Another speaking up for fhe pre-
servallon Is August P. Teytand,
T8-venr-old Medal of Honor winner
who served aboard the famed.bat-
fle eculser at the hattle of Manila
Bay.! Now living in the Naval
Home here, Teyiand has taken his
appeal to radio and TV and to the
school children,

Further appenls are made by the
Pennsylvania Society of the Order
of the Founders and Patriois of
America, headed by Dr. Henry
Dexter Learned, noled philogist.
The Sociely is trying to raire mon-
ey enough to stave off the Olym-
pia's extinetion.

The greater Philadelphia Cham-
ber of Commerce has centered
its efforts on the State of Wash-
ington, whose capital bears lhe
name Olympia. The chamber's
suggestion Is that Washington
take over the ship ax a state
meémorial.

Court-Ordered
Ban Fails To
Keep Photos Out

GREENSBURG, Pa. W@ — Tha
Greenshurg Daily Tribune Tuesday
published two pholographs whiel

i1 gald had hae 1 SE e i
Westmoreland County seurthouse
where a court-ordered ban agains:
photoy i= in effecl.

The photos showed John Wesley
Wable as he wos taken to and
from the courtroom where he was
genienced to demth in the electrie
chair for the slaying of a lrucker
on the Pennsylvanian Turnplke,

The ban against photos has been
in effect since last Feb. 25 shortly
before Wable went on frial. Tha
order stipulates that n. phaoto-
ﬂaplu of prisoners shall be taken

the courthouse or jail.

It also states ‘hat ro ciiotos ace
to be taken within 40 feet of a
court that is in session or in re.

Cess.

When the photo ban was pul Into
effect last February, the order
barzed the taking of photographs
an lace in the courthouse or
jll{ e order was Appealed to
the U.S. Distrist Court in Pilts.
burgh by the 1% bune:Heview Pub.
lishing Co,, publishers of tha
Greensburg Daily Tribune, and by
the Pltehursh P--' Gazelte,
Ruling Dossn’t Stick

On March 12, U.5. Dist; Juuge
Wallace S, Gourlet Jr., miled that

otos could be taken in the court-
onse il the subfaets wre = glun
was first obtained In writing.

Sheriff Howard Thomas of West-
moreland County then appeaed
Gourley's temporary ru'ing to. the
Third Cireuit Court of Appenls in
Philadelphia. Thal court refused (o
set aside Judge Gourley's order
Judge Gourley's order expired
March 22, snd he rulad then thei
the State Supreme Court should
rule on the question.

The State Supreme Court on Jupe
30th declined to hear tho two news-
papers' appeal on grounds there
had been no actual violation of the
ban by a photographer who actual-
Iy took a news picture.

Thus, the court sald, there was

no controversy for' the Supreme
Court to setile, 3

Sales Tax Plan, De_feated
Five Times In Oregon, Has

Little Chance

By PAUL W.

SALEM (® — More than

people of Oregon on a stles
ers of the Legislature.

To Ever Win

HARVEY IR,
20 years of trying to sell the
tax hasn't discouraged lead-

Faced with a eritical shortage of money when they meet
here Jan. 10, they’ll try harder than ever to get.a salea

tax passed.

But the people, who have voled
against sales tax bills on five Jil-

| ferent occasiony, still will get Lhe

last word.

In fact, Oregon is the only stula|

in which the people have {he velo
power over lax billx of the Lesis.
lature, That makes it impossible
for the Legisiature to anticipata
the state's revenues when new lax
billz are involved.

When the Legislature passes a
new tax, It never can tall' if the
people will give it the ax.

The people, by use of the ref-
erendum, have defeated the Legis.
lalure's sales tax hills in 1083, 1934,
1036, 1944 and 1947,

The last sales tax bill was killed
180,393 1o 67,514,

In Oregon, the Legislaiure can't
pul emergency clauses on lax bills,

Will Be Slashed |

| NEW YORK ® — In a surprise

Observers belisve the issue has|the communisis thair interests will | move, Radio Corr. of America hus |
ce

been sharpened for the Republi-
cans by the news that Chief Justice |
Earl Warren has emphatically re- |
stated his unavailability for the |
1856 nomination. Warren. once a
tremendously popular California |
governor, was being talked of in
some circles as the most likely |
middle-of-the-road alternative to|
Mr, Eisenhower. |

We citizens, no! te mention the
President  himgell,  undoubtedly
will get pretly weary of the specu- |
lation on this suhject in the long
months ahead. Bul we might as
well relax and necept it, 1t's 3|
guessing game that could go on
until June, 1956,

Lady ‘Santa’ Uses Fist
To Resent Criticism

walted until Santa Claus went out
of style before releasing the story.
A. G, Ferguson, manager of lhe

r, i "
{ing people. 1f they have kept |ni]"umh Netoanile o Tuasiay

about a cusiomer who walked by
the store's Santa and made a be |
litthing remark, a liitle more than|
an_ovdinary humbug.
Santa popped him one in the |
iz lip. It seems hell |
hath na fary like a woman scorned,
Potlateh Mercantile has had & lady
Santa Claus for several vears,

Eisenhower's Teacher
In First Grade Passes
POTISTOWN, Pa.

m—Mrs, Eli

i
President Elsenhower multiplica-

fueled by the grape, have done|lired o a career of planned pareni. | lion when he was a. first grade
great deeds in the past. Could hood at a foe of 85,000 per engage. | student in Abilene, Kan.,, will Le
thera, then, be anyihing impossible | ment
for an homogenized Frenchman?
res

buried today.

| The 80.year<old former school
olher| eacher and Philadelphia
| paper columnist, who died Satur.
Performer— | day, faid of the President's cana-
1 ety

news-

for learning multiplication
that “he took to it quickly.”

2 Boxes Of Unpaid Bills
FREEHOLD TOWNSHIP, N.J.n

| — Two bandits wasted time and

effort Monday night in holding up
a small grocery store-service sia.
tion ou RI 33,

The gunmen held up George
Annis, 75, his wile and two other

| persons in the store. Annis handed
|over two boxes and (he gunmen
Single Tmprove: | fled

ment In the American Home—Our |

Nel receipts to bandits: ‘T'wo

| boxes of unpaid hills,

lie increasingly wih the commu.
nist world rather than with the
free world.

P

This is the problem — :zimply
stated:
) We NEED the Japanese as al
e,

But how are we to KEEP them
as allles if they are forced hy
circumstances to trade with our
enomies instead of trading with
us?

Asst. Rector Of Church
Found Beaten To Death

PHILADELFHIA (® — Police in-
vestigating a minor auto accident

Tuesday found the assistant rec-
POTLATCH, Idaho & — They [tor of old St Peter's Epise

opal
Church brutally beaten 1o death
in his bachelor apariment.

Patrolmen Joseph Niceoll and
Meyer Weise said the body of the
Rev, Dr. Benjamin H. Bissell, 58,
was clad only in a tee shirt when
they found him sprawled on a bed
in the apartment aboul 3 am.
Dactors said later he had heen
dead about an hour.

Placed under police guard at
defferson Hozpital was James Yor-
risan, 26, whom police said had
bean teleased from prison three
months ago aler serving a term
for burglary.

They quoted Morrison as say.
ing he had been drinking, and,

“eould not remember whal hap-

pened,

The Dalles Faces Loss
Of Air Lines' Service

WASHINGTON & Holding
that publie necessily no longer &
quires the service, Clvil Aeronau-
tics Board examiner Thomas L.
Wrenn Moanday recommended The
Dalles, Che., be dropped from the
roule of Vnited Air Lines.

The airline had asked permis
sion to drop the service citing:

Lack of patronage; lack of the
prospeet for any significant fn.
crease in busipess at The Dalles,
and eortain conditions it said re.
striet oporations and prevent ex
ploitation of the city’s “limiled

potental” for new airlive teaflic, | eyt Although
Wrenn's recommendalion w 1! world's land surface ix forested,

announced a pr cut of 3 por|
|cent or more on many of its clas.
sical long-playing RCA Vietor ree
| ords, effective Jan. 3,
| Frank M, Folsom, RCA presi-
|dent, announced the price slash
Monday and predicted a new era
‘?r expansion for the record indus.
| try.

Hise announcement apparenily
came as a surprise to other hig
rocord menufacturers, Columbia
Recorde, Decca, Capilol and An-
gel had no immediate commant
{on the RCA move but said state-
| ments would be forthcoming.
| The RCA price cul will drap the
im" of all 12-inch long-plaving
;recm'ds lo 53.98, as compared to
| previous prices ranging from $4.19
|lo $5.95. All 10-inch long-playing
| records, which previously ranged
from $2.99 to $4.95, will be reduced
lo $2.88
| New prices were also announced
for RCA 45-rpm records. The prices
| represent substantial culs in some
types and slight increases in oth.
[z F
T35 Prices To Go Up

RCA also announced that prices
jon ils 7B-rpm records would he
raised from 89 to 98 cents, claim-
Ing that decreased demand for this
type of record makes s manu-
;.-crur:nz and handling more cost.

5

The company predicted thal such
records would disappear from the
market within a few years,

The cut is the first major redue-
tion by a hig concern in the priee
of long-playing and 45 rom disks,
Beeause of the highly competitive
nature of the business, industry
spokesmen said. most manufae-
turers traditionally quickly adopt
|any new merchandlsing procedure
intriniuced by a rival,

Half The World Short
Of Wood, Survey Shows

ROME ip—More than half the
world's population {s short of wood
and other forest produocts.

This is the report of the UN,
Food and Agriculture Organiza.
tion, which recently completed the
most  comprehensive  invenlory
| aver made of the world's timber
resources.

The FAO said the major reason
|for the shortage is failure to de-
velop potentialitics of tropical for.
third of (he

hecome the official CAB decicion [the report said. only a third of |

if no objections are filed within those forests are being exploited,

10 days.

| Many are inaccessible.

This gives foea of any tax bill a
chance to get the few signatures
needed Lo put the bill on the hallot
at the following general election.

Another Handicsp Faced

[ the next Vedisintire passes
a sales tax bill, the Grange and
libar groups would need to get
only 20,004 signatures to put it on
the November, 1856, election ballot.

This means that the tax couldn't
be collected until, and unless, 'he
people passed it. So the slale
wouldn't get Lthe money il needs
for the two-year budget period be-
ginning next July 1.

You've heard how a special legis-
Iative commitlee wants Orégon ‘o
hold a convention lo wrile & new
Constitution. This issue isx confused
by the sales lax argument.

Sales lax supporters want a naw
Conslitution that would make it
passible for the Legislature to put
emergency clauses on tax bills,
thus making it impossible for these
bills to be referred to the people.
Thus, the people would lose their
velo power over tax bills,

This is whv the Grange and
labor groups, which vigorously op-
pose a sales lax, aren't anxious
o have a new Constitufion wrilten
by a convention, They say that the
people might lose their rights, and
they are thinking about emergency
clauses when they say that.

Demecrats Oppose
For the past 20 vears or so, the
legislators have wanted & sales

tax, but the people stopped it evecy |
d,i:: it might |

time. However, this
be difficult to get the Legislaturz
to vole for a sales {ax because the
Democrals have increased their
membership In  the B0-member
House to 25, Most Democrals op-
pose a sales tax, and they wouldn'l
have 1o pick up many Republican
voles to block it,

Supporters of a sales tax argue
that property and income taxes are
too high. They say the sales tax
is the anly possible source of new
1ren-nur. and that it's a painless
ax.

Opponents object because It ian't
based on the ability to pay,

Everybody admits  the alate
needs more monay, It will raise
$15,000,000 a vear more in higher
property taxes, but still will need
$15,000000 & year beyond that
amount.

A 2 per cent sales tax would
raise $40,000,000 a vear.

Where else could the extra $15,:
000,000 a year be found?

om,r Possibilities Eyed

For the past hall doren years,
the Legislature has considered the
idea of abolishing the federal in-
slate

income tax rrturns. That

would be simple, It would raise
ahout $15,000,000 a year, loo.

This would be a preity shyrp
| blow to taxpayers In the higher
hrackels, some of whom are legis-
lators.

Another possibility is a cigaretla
tax, althpugh it would raise only
about ope third of the money re-
‘quired. The people have valed
against it five times, althogh
some of these eleclions were cloge,

When the Legislature thinks
about these proposals for naw
taxes, it will have to keep think-
ing aboul the people having the
last word. So there's noi much
senseé in voling for a tax that the
people would bhe sure to defeat,
and thus throw the stale danger-
ously into the red.

Some lawmakers are suggesting
that if the peoplk won't accept new
| tnxes, then ecut appropriations for
schools and publie welfare.

That’s all that eould be done,
anyway,

.Trafﬁc Crashes
In Oregon Drop;

Deaths Greater

SALEM A — An unusually large
Mumber of multiple-death accidents
ruined Oregon’s traffic record this
vear, the Stale Traffie Safety Di-
vision said Tuesday.

While the number of accidents
|and injuries is down considerahly
from last year, the number of
|deaths is greater. There wore 391
killed last year, and the 1954 death
toll already Iz over the 400 mark.

The division said that 100 per-
sons have been killed this vear in
39 accidents,

The worst one oceurred early
this month in Columbis County,
when 'six persons were killed and
13 others injured.

There were five accidents during

the year in which four persons
were killed in each,
. The first of these five occurred
in Wehriary an the Seio-Jeffersbn
road in Linn County, A ear skidded
off the road and lurned over

The next aceident In which four
were killed was in Deschutes Coun-
ty, It was caused by a drinkinz
driver weaving over the road nn
The Palles.California Highway. An
oncoming car crashed inle him.

I8 November, a carload of 'een-
agers in Linn County failed to stop
for a stop sign and hit a truck.
Four more were killed in this same
month when a car skidded on ice
In Malheur County, Thase who died
were on their way to a Thanksgiv.
ing family reunion.

A few days ago, four died when
a car plunged off an icy highway
down a 800-faot bank in the Hart
[ Mountain area of Sauthern Oregon.
During the year, the siate had
| eight accidents which killed thres
persons each. There also were ¢35
| aceidents in which two were killed.
|

| Non-Support Coun?* Hits
Wrong Kelly johnson

BALTIMORE A—EKelly Johnson
| ras hauled into Southwestern Po-
lice Court Monday and charged
| with failing to support Grace John:
lson and her four children,

“I've never seen this woman be-
fore in my life," Johason told Maz-
Eiltrlte' Moward L. Aaron,

Mis. Johnson agreed, My hus-

|come tax deduclion in computing | band is Kelly Johnson — but not

I this one,”" she sald,




