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DREAMS COMING TRUE

Charles V. Stanton

Huge bulldozers and earthmovers are at work on one of
the biggest road grading jobs ever contracted in Orégon.
The section is that of the new route between Shady Point |
and the Booth ranch, a distance of 81X and two-thirds miles,
Contractors will move more than two million yards of dirt,
Of particular interest is the cut at the top of Roberts Moun-
tain, where a pass 176 feet deep will be excavated, one of
the decpest highway cuts on the Pacific Coast,

Old-timers recall with shudders the old Roberts Moun-
tain route, original site of the Pacific Highway. In the
early days of autumobile travel this was one of the most
dangerous sections, Accidents were of almost daily occur-
rence. There were many fatalities.

An optical illusion was chiefly responsible for the bud
reputation given the old Roberts Mountain road. While
the road was on a very steep grade, the manner in which
adjacent ground sloped gave an illusion of level road. The
motorist unfumiliar with the deceptive uppearance relaxed,
thinking he wis on level ground, and, before he could real-
ize his error, the car was out of control, Automobiles in

those days Incked the efficient brakes found on vehicles to- |

day.

The high aceident rate on Roberts Mountain possibly
one reason for moving the highway to its presont Incat
acrosg the river. The more practical reagon, however, wis

that we didn't have machinery and equipment for heavy |

construction as we have today. Most of {ne work was done
by hand. |

Work Being Speeded

The old highway over Roberts Mountain was built by
men who labored with picks, shovels and wheelbarrows.
Hand drills were used to prepare holes for blasting. Horszes
and fresno scrapers moved heavy material.  Moving more
than two million yards of dirt by such methads was virtually
an impossihility.

Today's contraclors working on Roberts Mountain, how-
ever, are tearing out a rondway with huge machines moving
20 cubie yvards of dirt at a load—more in one load than &
hand laborer could move in a day.

The job ia scheduled for completion in September of
1955. To take advantage of good weather, double shifts
will e emplayed during the summer months, Soon we will
be travelling in compunritive siufety on a modern, limited-
acceas highway replicing an old route known from one enc
of the coast to the other as a spot to be avoided if at all pos-
sible.

While the Shady-Booth section is one of the interesting
parts of the highway relocation and reconstruction job, we
are all eagerly awaiting the day when work now in progress
from the north end of the county to the south is complete and
we will have the experience of looking at new seenery along
almost the entire road, revealing more of the beauty of this
fuvared part of Oregon,

Pushing East And West

But while we are withessing one of our old dreams com-
ing true, that of an improved north-south highway, we also
are plugeing for earlicat possible extension of an east-west
route,

Thiz vear will see the opening of the North Umpgua
highway on the new grade hetween Roselwrg and Steam.
boat. Contracts huve been let for production of rock to e
used in surfacing, 1t is possible a “skin cont” of Tight gravel
wnd oil will be applied thix venr. Paving, however, will not
he attempted until new grades have had o chanee to settle
Crishers will be kept buay throughout the sumtier pro
ducing rock in preparation for paving at a later date, prob.
ahly next vear.

It also is expected that a contriet will he |
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Its Job With Circus
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Milton Berle’'s Mother |
Dies At Age OF 77 Years
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TO SAVE 20% ON
ELCIN WATCHES

Sale Ends Saturday, June 5—so hurry! Choosae the watch you want NOW
—for graduation, anniversary, or a birthday and save yourself 20%,

This is absolutely your last chance to save so much money—a full 20%,—on

Elgin Watches,
stvie you want,

watches, and shouk,
Diamond Waltches.

LARY BLGIN FPANOLA,
T non ad goid mem
w0 s g lpne el myypment,
WAS §70 .50

NOW ss]z_l

Make vour selection right away, while vour jeweler has the
Brilliant Elgin dress watches,

sport watches, self-winding
dust and water-resistant models.  Even lovely Elgin
Buy the fine Elgin Watch you've always wanted NOW!

ELGHN HENDRIX, Sell. ELGIN VALEENE Richly FLGIH THORNDALR,
el

winding. SNock, dusl, styled. Hap Handsome |7 je
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jeewin. WAS §a9 .50 Wal Jai 00 wap WAL §13 25
NOW ‘ssll NOW saﬁﬂ_ﬂ HOW Sz’.'

Wear an ElGI“ watch,

the beautiful way to tell time

[P ————

o ey resred it ey b meing A pratd amiods Takenl Tas tnd e adci o thaagy vitlew milen




