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as Traxler, wtre represented by
the same attorney in Portland.

However, he. said, this was un-

derstandable because attorneys
have a number of cases and these
two were, quite a time apart.

Long-Term- er Escapee Gets
By For Time By Assuming
Name Of Man On Probation

McNEIL ISLAND UP) Warden Fred Wilkinson of the
federal penitentiary here Friday called the story of Kody
Erb, who posed as another man so that he micrht serve one
year, rather than 20 years in prison, "a strange and almost
unbelievable combination of coincidences.".
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POISED FOR THE FIRST NIGHT FLIGHT The first

night flights from Roseburg ore scheduled Christmas eve
by West Coast Airlines. They will be mail flights at 5:53
p.m. to Portland end a later flight at 9:21 fJ.m., also north-
bound. These will be the first night flights since-th- incep-
tion of the'airport. (Picture by Paul Jenkins). -
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Erb, 29, was sentenced to 20

years In the Washington State Pen-

itentiary for armed robbery, but
escaped in September while being
transferred from Monroe to Walla
Walla.'

On Nov. 7, he was arrested in
Grants Pass, Ore., but identified
himself as Donald Bearss Traxler,
29. who was on probation after a
federal car theft conviction.

The ruse worked, for a time at
least, and Erb, posing as Traxler,
was sentenced to a year and a day
at McNeil for violation of federal
parole.

Erb, according.to Wilkinson, had
teen on the island before, serving
the tail end of a car
theft sentence he' began at the El
Reno, Okla., reformatory. He was
released Sept. 29, 1961.

When he arrived, posing as
Trexler, to begin serving his pro-
bation violation sentence, Wilkin-
son said, guards recognized him
and told him they were sorry to
see him hack, but Erb wouldn't

admit he'd ever, been in the pen-

itentiary before.
"The switch in names wasn't

too unusual," Wilkinson said, "be-

cause we often get men back, com-

mitted under aliases. But we be-

came suspicious when he denied

being hete befortt and refused to
Wilkinson said they then checked

fingerprints, scars and other per-

sonal data In the files of the two
men and now believe to their own
satisfaction that "Traxler" is Erb.
"He said they were busy round-
ing up "incontroversial and incon-

testable facts" to submit to fed-
eral court in Portland, v

The warden said they believed
that Erb had somehow gotten
possession of Traxler's wallet and
managed to put together enough
background material to pose as
the man.

The situation was further com-

plicated, Wilkinson said, by the
fact that Traxler and Erb, posing

fviSRB Assures
Protection Of
Forestry Stands
' WASHINGTON I The Nation
al Security Resources Board (MS
RB) recommended Monday that
the government do all it can to
promote expansion and proper util
ization of the nation's timber
stands.
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It said the president should di-

rect the Agriculture Department
to include in ita budget the full
20 million dollars annually author-
ized by Congress for maintaining
a federal-stat- e forest fire protec-
tion system.

It also said - Uie department
should be directed to plan a pro.
gressively accelerated program of
financial aid to the state for the
production of forest planting stock.

In this regard, the board added
that the full 2 VI million dollars
authorized by Congress for aid to
the states should be provided s
soon as national defense expendi-
tures ease up. -

The Agriculture Department's
present program of lending tech-
nical assistance to small woodland
owners and small timber proces-
sors should be continued, the boaru
declared, and steps should be taken
to further wise e planning
through relaxed bank credit pro-

grams and tax relief measures.
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Christmaslwhat a hold it

has on the heart and imag-

inations of man! Its spirit put

a beauty and joy into our live

so we may carry good cheer

and good will wherever we go.

In this spirit of deep-dow- n

gladness w wish our friend

a very Merry Christmas and

a Happy New Year.
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1 H So one and all we wish ato the pleasure we've had in serving you..
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