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NEW PROCESS ANNOUNCED

By Charles V. Stanton

It has been pointed out many times in this column that
a5 the timber resource is depleted, new processes are in-
stalled to ntilize more efficiently the limited materials re-
maining. An outstanding example is reported by The Cons
Bay Times, which tells of a new process invented by the
Fvans Products Company.

This company manufactures wooden battery separalors.
Separators now are obtained by cutting slices from blocks
of clear-grained wond. Very choice loga are demanded.
The grain must be straight and the wood free from all knots
and defects. Logs are cut into blocks, the blocks then are
treated to permit slicing without splitting. Special machin.
ery is uged to cut off uniform slices which then go through
a finishing and drying process. .

Recause production of battery separators requires prime
material, much of & log iz wasted. As the supply of raw
miterial diminighes. it becomes increasingly difficult to ob-
tain the straight, clear-grained wood essential for the ex-
isting manufncturing process. More and more wood goes
into the burner because only a small part of poorer logs
may be used.
no longer is available, a battery separator plant must el
ther close or move to a new location.

New Process Invented

Tha Evans Products Company, one of the nation's lead-
ing manufacturers of separators and other wood products,
has bean facing that prospect. The timber supply in Coos
County, where the company operates, has heen greatly de-
pleted. Much of the supply has been procured in Douglas
County in recent years. The company recently purchased
the Mar-Linn Plywood plant at Winchester to enlarge its
plywood production.

Faced with depletion of battery separafor material, the
Evans Company has been experimenting for many yenrs
with substitute processes, It is reported by The Coos Bay
Times that long research has paid off. A aatisfactory new
process has been discovered, and it is one expected to sta-
bilize the industry.

Instead of using a separator made from a slice of wood
ofl a aelect log, the Evans Company ia introducing a sub-
etitute made from wood pulp. Wood chips are eooked by
chemical process into a pulp. The pulp is rolled into strips
and, after curing and drying, is grooved and cut into the
proper sizes for battery use.

“"Evanite,” as the new product will be known, has un-
dergone three years of road teats in batteries on all kinds of
vehicles, following long laboratory development and testing,
it is reported.

In the future the separnlor industry will be able to util.
ize the cheapest wood waste, rather than expensive and
scarce materinls, Battery separators may be made from
waste now going into burners. There (a8 no longer need
for the industry to be transient, for it can operate on culls,
trimmings and waste so long as any merchantable timber
is available.

Pulp Offers Opportunities

It has been interesting to walch the wav in which the
timber industry is turning rapidly from the saw to pulp
Sawing loga into bonrds was for many years virtually thy
only manufacturing process,  In recent years, however,
pulping has brought about many changes,

Where pulp was once used only for paper. it now iz made
into many types of hard and soft boards and other substi-
tutes for saw-cut products. Chemiecal utilization results in
fabrics, plastics, protein feeds, commercial alcohol and
many other products

Ax the timber industry hos experienced deplotion of saw
timber, it hax turned to substitute processes. Many of these
procesaes offer advantuge over original methods, just as

the Evans company, through ils extensive research, has|

come up with & new product which frees it from restric
tions long limiting operation of that particular production
field.

Furthermore, this new process, instead of requiring ex
pensive, select and sceareo .'iinl‘k. muokes use of an abundant
wasta malerinl.  Doubtless it will give the company a de
cided economic advantage over ils competition until com
petitors either lease manufacturing rights or invent new
processes of their own,
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New Building Plans Approved By State Board

SALEM @» — The State Boardia 32 '.i-}_r.r,ﬁ wing to the new build- 'arfority of the $6.772,000 building
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Shoe Department
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Every fashion wise woman loves Alligator-
Lizard Pumps, Give her a poir of these An-
drew-Geller Shoes along with o matching bag
for a gift that she will wear with pride all
year long. Red, green or brown.

Matching Bags from 17.95

o /

Shoe Department — Main Floor
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3. Ninety-two American Guaranty Life Field Undarwriters are now sorving

the people of Oregon.

. We are firmly established in our homa office building ot 414 §. £. 394k

Avanue, Portland, Oregon,
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