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SCHOOL REORGANIZATION

Charles V. Stanton

Widespread interest is shown by Oregon voters in the !

proposed school reorganization bill, a measura appearing
on the Nov. 4 ballot,

The bill, which was passed by the last Legislature, rep-
resented a great deal of study and work, Senator Thomas
Parkinson of Douglas County was among those interested
in procuring more knowledge concerning schoals. At the

1049 sedsion he supported a measure authorizing an Enl.qr-—l
The study was dir- |

im study of the state's school system,
ected by Dr. T. C. Holy of Ohlo State Univeraity, Ie was
alded by a group of Oregon educators and a legislative in-
terim committee, including members at large,

Many of the recommendations contained in the Holy
report already have heen put into effect. That the office
of State Superintendent of Publie Instruction be made ap-
pointive rather than elective is one of the proposals from
the report to be voted upon next Nov. 4. Bub the real

meat of the report is found in the School Reorganization |

Bill which, after passage by the Legislature, was referred
to the peopls by petitions originating from' the Oregon
State Grange.

The Reorganization Bill is a complicated thing, The
Holy Report, of which it is a part, required almost 500
pages of closely printed material when published in hook
form. The Reorganization Bill is technical. Much study
is necessary to understand it fully.

Unified District Proposed

In brief, it would set up unified school districts, each
district furmshing education through all 12 grades. Thus a
unified district would have one or more high schools and
as many elementary schools as needed for adequacy and
convenience,

There would be established hy the State Board of Edu-
cation, a State Advisory Committee for School District Re-
organization and a Commissioner of School District Reor-
ganization,

Blected county commiltees would prepare reorganiza-
tion plans for their own areas, Each zone in a county would
have representation on the committee. Each committee
would conduct public hearings, Preliminary plans would
be prepared and submitted to the Commissioner for re-
view, After final plans were complete, tha program would
be submitted to voters within each proposed unified dia-
trict for approval or rejection.

It is at this point that the proposal hits a snag.

Under existing lnws for consolidation of school districts,
each district within the proposed conszolidation is autono-
mous, It ean refuse or accept consolidation, Under the
proposals of the Reorganization Bill, a majority vote in
the entire district would be decigive. A small district
therchy conld ha forced into the unified district against
its will,

It ia to this provigion that the greatest objection is
made, it being eclaimed that local controla would he sur-
rendered. Rural districts, claim the opponents, would be
at the merey of the eity districts. It is charged that the
bill follows the trend toward centrealization and the elimina-
tion of loeal representation.  Another negative argument
is that the large districts would add “frills" and thus
crente more expense,

Extensive Study Cited

Those on the affirmative argue, however, that this
bill was given exhauative study by the Legislature, follow-
ing prolonged expert study; that it represents the combin-
ed work of outstanding educators. Proponents ask: “Why
pay a dactor if vou don’t take his medicine.” They point
out that Oregon's school system has grown complex and
unweildy; that a solution to the problem ia highly techni-
cal; that when we have technienl prolilems we vefer them
to speecinlists; that the School Reorganization Bill is the
product of specialints; that it has been thoronghly explor-
ed by the Legislature, and that it offera a solution to many
of the school problems.

Proponents contend that the bill will improve edicn-
tional standards, reduce costs through grester efficiency
and provide methods to meet perplexing problems of con-
tinuing growth,

The bill contains sections providing tranaference of
indebtedness and nssets to the newly-created districts and
sets up administrative procedure,
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NASHVILLE, Tenn, — As humovists, President Harry T=l=g

Truman and CGov. Adlai Stevenson are about on a par. And—

Both, by their remarks, seem to have made an equal | The teletype adds—
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This ix States Righls Demoerats, ne ke coudd have filled the 1951 ment of James K. Polk, then a
who left their mark In the 148 nejgon conteact with his owd poars,  candidate for President, on extract
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ington, where once they were cofi-| his pears lo fiTl out my shipments We Amoericans, 1 hate to have
vineed they gould accomplish with | the two vears before ™ to admit, have ALWAYS been
- ThHe article sald that Cook tnM_ protty polsonous in our methods of
in Long Beach, Calif, where my '.:”' reporter that he had handled | waging Presidential campaigns
membership remalne, so 1 have 'l“!,r‘_' e I L ”."‘ P
been especialiv interexted in “My {ransac I."l"k It satd Look whs it hipped to th snitentiary by th
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telling Of the numerous activitles that while some aof his pears, sold government. Alsa | have sold a few
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make the story look more attrac- |

|
The early vears are the FORM

MONEY SUITS FILED  |Salem Appoints New
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pensation | Commission has filed
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Forrest, who now live at Brook: | R - | Educatian. iob. Snyder has had
ings. Ore., adopted the little girl's | i [ dn:bis state i, SOYLSL

1 er arge of education af handicapped
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for the first time. ¢ ' i
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nueh wi them, H ll\]’)"' .
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and Mrs, Senn were brother and  traditionally has been Republican

sister. The paper made it ylv:_rr that -
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Big Check In Bottle
Now Poser For Joker &

NEWTON ABBOT, Eng. i —
There's bad news on the way for
a Dutehman who found a million.
pound ($2,800,000) check in a|

Maj. Juhn Evans drew the check |
to amuse his kids at the seashore |
in June, popped it into a bottle,
and threw il into the sea off Tiegn-
mouth on Britains South Coast

F. W. Van Houten of Noordwijk
Holland, found it off the Dutch
coast,

Wednesday, Maj. Evans got a
letter from Van Houten nsking,
“what do I have to do now?"

Fvans is Irying to dope out a|
lactful answer.

CITIZENS OF

Douglas County |

"] have long believed thot any can-
didate for eny highly specialized
position can best enhance his
qualifications by goining actual ex-
porience under @ known qualified
supervisor. The past 3 years | have
placod myself ot the disposal of
your present County Clerk os his
Chief Deputy. | have continued this
work In this office, and among the
clients | hope to serve os your fy-
ture County Clerk for the nola pur-
pose of assuring to Douglas County
a continuotion of the impartal,
non-partisan, yet courteous end ef-
ficlent services of thiy office.”

CHAS. DOERNER

Candidate for County Clerk

He Escaped

Hlis parents enslaved, ready to die; if this can be told
Red Flag Rules Europe And Asia
Will There Be War?

Will Communism Rule The World?

REV. PETER VARONOF
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Four Square Gospel Church
Winston, Oregon

" ROSEBURG JEWELERS

Paid Pal. Adv. by Chat Doernér,
410 W. Douglas Street, Roseburg,
Oregon.
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