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E !( WOOD LUMBER CO.
HUNTERS! FISHERMEN!

SEE THE

Sub-Zer- o Upright Freezers
Now on Display in Our Showroom.

Save Your Venison, Fish, other Gome and Delicacies

KIER-CR00C- H PLUMBING CO.
230 North Stephens Dial

OREGONROSEBURO :w
WE BUY ROUGH LUMBERREMANUFACTURING PLANT-

Douglas Electric Cooperative, Inc., Has

Done A Meritorious, Outstanding Job

Of Electrifying Rural Douglas County
From a small beginning in September, 1938, as the West
Douglas Electric Cooperative, the Douglas Electric Coop-

erative, Inc., is now supplying 3,154 electric consumers
with low cost electrical energy Today, the farmers are
able to enjoy the same modern utilities as their urban
neighbors.

By R. KENNETH EVANS

Electricity is a basic necessity in this electronic age.
It ranks with water, land, and raw materials in importance
among the foundations upon which the nation's economy is
built. Modern living and modern industry, alike, are incon-
ceivable without electricity. Out where crops are grown it
is generally recognized that the electrification on most
American farms has come from the impetus supplied by the
public power movement and, the system of rural electric
cooperatives, such as the Douglas Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
with the help of federal loans. Everything would come to a
dead standstill if the flow of electric energy, which is taken
for granted by the rank and file, should be interrupted.

Douglas County Flour Mill
MAKERS OF "UMPQUA BRAND"

Poultry arid Dairy Feeds .
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SALES PARTS SERVICE
FARM IMPLEMENTS INTERNATIONAL TRUCKS

SIG FETT, Implements
527 North Jackton Dial

HOME or INDUSTRY
Dutch Boy Color Gallery .. .

BRIGHT NEW MATCHING COLORS

Kitchen Woodwork
Bath

PRE-Mi- X CONCRETE INC.
Foundation Blocks Rental Equipment

Concrete Tile and FittingsRoseburg Color Center
PHONE449 E. 2ND AVE. S.

329 North Main Phone

FOR ECONOMICAL TRANSPORTATION- -

Chrystalite Tile Plant
3750 N. STEPHENS . . . PHONE 3-33-

. A 3fr, .3LITE-ROC- BUILDING BLOCKS

CONCRETE BLOCK SEPTIC TANKS

HANSEN MOTOR COMPANY Roseburg

Following the cessation of hos-
tilities plans again came to the
fore for the expansion of rural
electrification in Douglas County
and the Pacific Northwest. The ex-
ecutives and directors of the Doug-
las Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
were fortunate to be able to avail
themselves of the services of Har-
old Backen, Jr., as the manager
with a valuable background in the
field of electricity, Harold Backen
Jr., came to Jtoseburg and took
the management Oct. 1, 1946. For
several years he had been employ-
ed by the Montana Power com-

pany. '
To widen his education in the

electrical field he enrolled in an
electrical engineering course at
the Montana State College, Boze-ma-

He was graduated as an
electrical engineer in 1935, and,
was employed as the junior en-

gineer for the Anaconda Copper
company mine at Great Falls,
Mont. He was employed in that
capacity for three years when Be

joined the corp of army engineers
at Fort Peck Dam where he was
employed until 1939, when he was
made manager of the Flathead
Electric Cooperative at Kalispell.
He enlisted with the armed-force- s

in 1942 serving in the field of radar
and electronics with the
Harold Backen Jr., did his bit
and was discharged in 1946 with
the grade of Major and, has re-
tained his rating in the reserves.
Energized by BPA in 1945

During the year 1945 the Douglas
Electric Cooperative distribution
system was energized by Bonne-
ville power, at Drain, through the
Bonneville Power Administration.
In 1946, after Mr. Backen took
over the management, the system
was increased by the addition of
415 miles of distribution lines,
and serving 1,381 additional cus-
tomers.

From that small beginning In
1938, this rural electrification co-

operative has grown until, today,
there are 775 miles of distribu-
tion lines in operation and 17 miles
of transmission line from Cottage
Grove to Drain. The
near Oakland and the
at Lookingglass are both owned
by the Douglas Electric Coopera-
tive and are both rated 2,000 KVA.
Bonneville power is also taken
from the serving the
Drain and Reedsport region.

The 3,145 consumers that are
supplied electrical energy by the
Douglas Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
include 1.955 farms: 618 rural su

a group of farmers,
in Douglas County, realized the
advantages of electricity to the
point where they joined together
and formed the West Douglas El-
ectric Cooperative, Inc., Sept. i,
1938. H. C. Kciley was president
with Wm. O. Sanderson, vice pres-
ident, L. M. McCaffrey, secretary-treasure- r

and 11. L. Richter, Fred
Charles Wilson composed the
board of directors. A loan was se-
cured from the federal government
for $132,000 and a distribution sys-
tem of 165 miles was constructed
to serve electricity to the region
composed of Lookingglass, Ten-mil-

Keston, and Camas Valley.
The system was energized by Califo-

rnia-Oregon Power Co. from a
located at Brockway.

There were, originally 209 consum-
ers consisting of farmers, rural
stores, schools and Grange halls.
This was the beginning of rural
electrification .n Douglas County.
Coming Into Electronic Ag.

American farm people, includ-
ing those in Douglas county, were
just coming into the electronic
age. But, electricity has become a
necessity to farmers, in spite of
the fact that almost
of them in the nation, still have to
do without it. Tor instance, a
Douglas county farmer or his hir-
ed man would have to work for 3
cents per hour to compete with
electricity for pumping and haul-
ing water. An electric milking ma-
chine doubles the size of the dairy
herd that one man can take care
of at a cost of about a nickle per
cow per month. A
motor can do the same amount of
work in one hour, at a cost of a
few pennies, as a man can do
with his muscles in a r

day. Electricity for the farmer's
wife is an even more obvious
blessing. Consider the time, the
energy, the spirit, that is saved
by an electric washing machine,
an electric range, or a hot water
heater.

These farts were demonstrated
when the West Douglas Electric
Cooperative, Inc., was established
and the distribution system ener-
gized back in 1938. It is a matter
of record that 17 years ago, Amer-
ican agriculture did not have elec-

tricity. The advantages of rural
electrification In Douglas County
soon became known and, in 1941
the North Douglas Electric Coop-

erative, Inc., was organized to
serve the region surrounding
Umpqua, Tyee, Kcllog, Sutherlin,
Oakland, and Yoncalla.

The following year, 1942 the two
electric cooperatives were merged

PREPARE NOW FOR WINTER DRIVING
Your Choice of Two Recap Treads

MUD and SNOW or "WINTER TRED"

Tire Service Company, Inc.
240 South Stephens Phone 48

SAVE REGULARLY at

DOUGLAS COUNTY STATE BANK
ROSEBURG, OREGON

Branches at Oakland and Sutherlin, Oregon

Home Owned and Home Operated

Member of Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

Enjoy... Book Cases
Store Fixtures

Desks
CabinetsIce Cream

Built To Your Specifications
Using Any Wood8At Your Favorite

Shopping Center

Supply Co.
"The Favorite of Douglai County For Over A Quarter Of A Century" 1701 N. Umpqua Hwy. Phone fcV'Jburban residences; 234 town resj- -

dences; 2 street and highway light- -into the Douglas Electric Cooper-- 1

ing; 105 irrigation systems; 216
small commercial and industrial
institutions; 22 s and 2

"INDUSTRIAL MILL AND LOGGING SUPPLIES"

0LYMPIA SUPPLY CO.

SAFE STORAGE
It Altu red When You Store Your Household Goodi In Our

FIRE SAFE WAREHOUSE
FUfjtl's tk th tam car of. your furnituro at you do.

It It (artfully packtd lh your horn, before your own yas,
than ttorad with tha bait of care in our warehouse.

Don't Make A Move Until You Set...
FLEGEL TRANSFER and STORAGE COMPANY

ative. Inc., and the California-Orego-

Power company holding, com-

prising 410 miles of distribution
system, was purchased. Addition-
al power arrangements were
made and purchased from this
company through the
at Oakland, to supply 1,131 con-

sumers in the majority farmers.

Quia? During The War
Very little development was ex-

perienced by the Douglas Electric
Cooperative, Inc., during the war
years due, in a measure, to the
shortage of materials and the vi-

tal interests manifest in the pre-

paredness programs and

unclassified services.
Valuation of the plant, less

depreciation, is $1,861,000. Total
federal loans have been made to
the Douglas Electric Cooperative
amounting to $2,450,000 of which
$2,131,000 embrace the total allo-

cations that have been made. The
balance of $319,000 is held as re-
serve for new construction if and
when it might be needed. There
has been $227,000 paid from earn-
ings, on these loans and, $64,000
has been paid in advance of the
current date that the payments
are due.
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900 Eait 3rd Street Dial PHONE803 WINCHESTER ST.

Locally Owned, Locally Controlled To Give Service To Rural Farm, Home and Industry

DOUGLAS ELECTRIC CO-OPERAT-
IVE INC.

Phone 3-66-
16 Hiway 99 North


