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BUDGET WINS AT LAST

By Charles V. Stanton

The City of Roseburg at last is able to set up its fli.-u'nl
program for the coming year. It required three elections,
but finally we are able to form & budget,

Despite publicity, pleas by the mayor and the budget
committee, coupled with organized telephone and sound
truck endeavors to get people to the polls, less than 25 per-
cent of the city's eligible volers responded, But that is a
decided improvement from the less than 10 percent at the
two previous elections.

The Uity Council and Budget Committee will meet to-
night to canvass the vote and to hear any recommendations
for changes in the budget as published. One change already
has been pledged. It has been agreed that salaries shall be
limited to an increase of five percent, rather than the 12 per-
cent previously planned. This decision is & great disappoint-
ment to many city employes. Whether the raise will be au‘r-
ficient to meet competition and halt the rapid turnover in
various departments are still to be learned.

1t is to be hoped that we can soon put an end to these
frequent budget elections. We will have opportunity this
fall to vote on & eonsitutional amendment authorizing a tax-
ing unit by a majority vote of the people to adopt a new tax
base at a level not higher than any one of the last three years,
This amendment will not abolish the six percent limitation
law, It will, however, enable corporate bodies that have ex-
perienced expansion, and which have outgrown their former
{ax bases, to adopt more realistic bages and possibly halt the
frequency of special elections,

These special elections, coming so often, apparently have
dulled the sense of responsibility of our voters. Light votes
lead to complications such as we have experienced. Wa are
not alone in this situation, It is a general condition. Other
munieipalities have been forced to resubmit their budgets
this year. Some are still in doubt. The reason, we believe,
is tl;‘at people become tired of tr:_tipsing to the polls every few
weeks.

If the mew tax base amendment is passed at the fall
election, and if the people of Roseburg will approve a new
tax base adequate to municipal requirements, with a six per-
cent permissgible increase annually, we should be able to de-
crengeé the number of elections required each year. This,
in turn, should result in more representative voting.

Returning to the matter of salaries, we find one group
of employes very uthappy with the pay situation, Members
of election boards feel that $4 is too little compensation for
from 11 to 14 hours of work.

DEMOCRATIC LOYALTY PLEDGE

Anything can happen at a Democratic convention —
and usually does, One of the weirdest happenings was the
so-called “loyalty pledge” which was railroaded through
Monday night's session.

A demand that delegates accept sight unseen a nominee
and party platform is rather peculiar, Yet, from a party
nuindpoint, it has merit as a means of enforeing majority
rule,

But ghould any deleginte consent to abandonment of the
right of personal freedom? Should the trend toward execu-
tive control over the people be extended to include the party's
delegates? Is it consistent with American policy to permit
a Pregident to hold dictatorial rule over a convention to the
point of naming his successor and binding all delegates in
advance to concur in his choice, without their even knowing
who the nominee might be?

There are, of course, other factors to be considered.

Following the last convention Southern delegates bolted,
They set up their own party in some states and refused to
permit the nume of the regularly nominated candidate to ap-
pear ns the party nominee.

They may follow the same tactics ot this convention,
Northern leaders ave trying to assure presentation of the
party nominee na the Democratic candidate in all states, But
there iz fear that the Southerners may take another walk
and again nominate theiv own candidate. That would virtu-
ally assure a Republican victorv. HKven worse, there is some
talk that the Southerners might go so far as to name Eisen-
hower, which would be the fatal blow, &

So, as is the normal course of a Democratic convention,
a wrangle starts at the very outset, despite pre-convention
efforts to Keep it a big, friendly family gathering. But don't
be fooled. The Democrats thrive on  inter-party fights,
They've been at it for vears, And for the last 20 vears
they've managed to have things very much their own way,
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Into the calculated patterns for 1o
day.

The walchword no longer Is “the
South may boll." Hubert Humph-
roy, Herbert Lehman, and the pnbk-
hued northerners who operate
through the Americans for Demo.
cratic Action now chant the blunt
and open cry:

“Throw out the South. We've won
without them before, and we'll do it
again.'

The strategy pattern they have
adopted is a direet Ut from the
dewey - Elsenhower plan, which
successfully blitzed what appeared
to be an impregnable Taft - owned
Republican convention in this same
stockyards auditorium a forinight
ago,
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CHICAGO — The ingredients at hand, just before the
opening gavel of this Democratic national eonvention of 1952,
seem to constitute an unescapable blueprint for sujeide,
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Russell in the preliminaries. He
hates Kefauver with an almost pi-
ous cordiality, So does Barkley, |
but if the Veep has any hopes of |
getting the nod from the White
House, which from all present in-
dieations would clinch the first po.
sition: spot for him, he has to stay
i the good graces of the ADA.

The Kenluckian is an old-timer
in politics #nd is nol where he is
by believing in political birds, hees |
and flowers. His weight probably
will go ageinst Russell. With _Ilm-|
sell out, the South is out, and with |
the South out, the traditional Dem- |
ocratie party is 'no ‘more, Q.E I)_I
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want Stevenson
They're willing to take Stevenson
lo BEAT Kefauver,

T still hope the Democrals name
their best man, run him on anp
ALL 0OUT New Deal-Fair Deal
platform antdt make it a clear.cul
contest think. these are days
when we nexd 1o know where
wa're at and where we're going,
It seems fo me from il the talk
in Chilcago that the politicions fav.
or Stevenson because they think
mavbe they'll be able to pam-
paign for him on both sides of the
street,

The professional politicians
aren't much interested in elzar-
cul issues. What they want is to
STAY IN POWER.

1 still think Kefauver would ‘hae
the Democrats’ best man, e has
what it iz coming to take in these
times—which is the confidence of
the people, He has demonstrated
that over and over in the primar-
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'Pay Hike Needs
'No Application

SAN FRANCISCO i — An estl.
mat=d 572000 persons In seven
western  stgtex and Alaska and

Hawaii will receive higher old age
and survivors insirance paymaents,
beginning in September,

The regional office of the Fed
eral Securily Ageney announced
Tuesday that the increased chocks,
for September, would be delivered

learly in Octlober,

The Increased payments resulted
from the' social security amen:
ments signed last week by Presi-
dent Truman,

F. W, Humter, roglonal director
of the FSA, emphusized that no
ong needs apply for the increasmi

I payments. He said they would b
| made automatically through the
mail.

and
number of recipients in edch in

Californin, 383.000; Washington,
91,000; Oregon, 60,000; Nevada,
4,600, and Alaska, 2,400,

Learning Comes First
During Spring At OSC

OREGON STATE COLLEGE —
Thoughts of Oregon Stote college
stutients turned not o “lav:"" this
spring but to the library instead,
it would appear [rom the latest re-
port on term grades issued by the
registrar's office,

Grade averages for both men
and women during spring term
were considerably above the [all
und winter quarters when warm :
weather, spring fever and romap- |
tie inclinations wire nol such com-

J

plicating factors,

The men posted un average of
2063 — with' 2 points I'(‘|JI'I!~L!I\I|II‘:1
a C grade, 3 a B and 4/in A —
compared to a 2,57 average during
the winter term and 255 in the
Iall,

Women students during  spring
term combinzd to make a 2.80 av,
erage. Their winter record was
2.96 and the fall, 2.68.

Veterans continued to show their
attention (o book duty. Their av-
erpge for spring torm was 284, |

OSC Students Attend
Summer Military Camps

OREGON STATE COLLEGE—
Some 320 Oregon Stale college stu-
rents. have tak:n to tha land, air
and ' sea this sumiper, attending
summer comps ond  cruises de-
signed for teaiaing officer gandi
date material for the country's

| military branches,

ies, where the people simply go |

1o the polls and vots their prefer.
ence and the politicians can't duo
much maneuvering.

In the long run, as things are
shaping up in this country, the
confidence of the people is going to
he more lmpartant than the back-
ing of the politicians.

Tdealistic?

Of course it Is,

But we're beginning to
some GENUINE idealism in this
nation of ours,

PICNIC DATE CHANGED

Date for ihe Kiwanis Club pie-
nie has been changed from Auz.
17 to 24, announced Delvin H,
Durham, general chairman. The
nlaee will be at the Rod and Gun
Club. grounds.

neail |

Of the 320 total, 98 O5C'ers arz |
envolled in the advanced army pro-
gram, 137 in the air foree, and 85
in the navy ant marine group, nc-
cording to military officers sta-
tioned at the State college.

Navy rasecve officer students
might he eonsidered more lucky |
than other military sérvice cadets
this year because they docked at |
several forefgn: ports on Europ2an
and Carribbean erulses, |
‘( Future military officers from

)SC visited campuses from Geors

gia o California and Maryland

to Washington.
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Elwyn “Doc'’ Pocock has

been taking the shimmy out
of car wheels for four years

in our shop, since he and his
family came to Roseburg
from California.

Doc

the "Beam

J Alignment System’’ in our
shop ts maoke your cor safer
and eosier to drive. He
knows wheels, their idiosyn-

+ crasies and the methods of
correcting their faults. He has been trained by Ford and

Mercury mechanical experts, and he takes

refresher

courses on Beam Alignment machines. Doc is a racing car
enthusiast, end he knows thot wheel shimmy and foulty

alignment endangers your life.

Let his 20 years of experience protect you and your

car.

Bring your car in today for a wheel alignment. NE

KNOWS YOUR FORD OR MERCURY BEST ... he is train-

ed to know.

LOCKWOOD MOTORS, Inc.

ROSE and OAK

DIAL 3-4486

In the Day’s News

(Conlinued from Page One) |
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It was suspectod (perhaps not
without reason) that several Deep
South delogations might go home
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