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entertain about education.
I'rofessor Howard F. Fehr, head
of the Department of Mathematics
at Columbia University’s Teach.
ers College, says thal, contrary
to the belief of mony parents,
mpst children like going to school
today, and enjoy learning. ‘l'he

Wrong Ideas About Education Told
By Professor Of Teachers College

| sooner parents realize this and

This 15 a good time to review | hotier
some of the false ideas pareols|fourish, He says:

revise some of their other ideas
about schools and teaching, (he
will the school program

“Most persons are accustomed
to thinking of the schools in
terms of their own experience and
instruction, recelved 20 or 30 yeurs
ago. Today the schools are differ-
ent in what they seek (o accom-
plish, in methods and devices thoy
use in teaching, In the psychology
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of learning they apply, and in the

attitude  of youngsters toward £

" school Y.

® Chief Goals Listed i

So manyv 200d things | : i o e ue w 7
memorizing basic skills in read-

ing, writing and arithmetic is the |
main goal of education. While it

go with Coca-Cola

is an important goal, il is nut
||n'|m.1ry The chiel goal is the
development of physical health,
mental apd emotional  stability,
Where you buy your food you'll i:ﬂ; d:\ii;r:i.un.‘l.lll}' and effective cit-
find handy six-bottls cartons of Coke | The idea s plso false, says Pro- L!
5 fessor Fehr, that since the basic
a ' - ite skills are pot primary, we no long-
«+ /hocause Coke, food and appetites er teach them, We teach them dif- -
ferently, and better, because chil-
re EWd pariners. |llri‘]1 do belter in these subiects
1!0(!;_\' than did children 20, 30 and
| 100 years ago, as revealed in na-
tional tests.
Another false concept s that
children must pass a stiff test
tn ba promoted from grade o
arade and, eventually, to graduate.
He says:
| “In the past. the nacessity to
pass an sxamination in order te
| meet social and home approval
has made more dishonorable young
men and wemen than any other
schoal device.
M | Success Without College
| Thig leads to anpther false idea,
he continues—that we are not
maintaining standards and are
pampering children:
“Diseipline has fled to the wind,
it ix said. On the contrary, maodern
reducation seeks to develop social
responsibility and respeet for the
rights of others.”
One of the most grievous false
ideas, says Dr. Fehr, is the oue u
| that the only path to a highly [
R | successful life is through scademie
| achievement—a college deucation,
He explains;
“Flunking French does not
| make a belter or happier store
manager; friung alegebra dees not !
produce a better truck driver We !
all have various capacities Some
should go 1o college. But millions
FOOD STORE of Americans are living happy
£ lives of =ervice without a collere |
education, and will continue to do
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