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GIVE NATURE A HAND!

By CHARLES V. STANTON

Some of our readers may think we've gone completely
“off the beam' when we contend in this column that Deer
Creek ean be rehabilitated,

Deer Creek was once u “live” stream, 1f had substan-
tial summertime flow. It was an important hatchery and
nursery stream, contributing production from many miles
of apawning beds to the fish population of the Umpqua River
system.

Deer Creek was wrecked by abuses. It now carries silt-
laden wintertime Tloods and runs almost dry in summer, It is
seriously polluted,

But it i= entirely possible to correct the damage we
have done, to restore water retention facilities, to rebuild
the productive capacity of the stream and to make the pro-
cess of rehabilitation pay off in dollers and cents,

Wa do not belong to the school believing that man can
control, in entirety, Nature's floods. Deer Creck always will
flood in winter genson, It alwaya has. It is possible, how-
ever, for us to reduce the peaks of those floods. More im-
portant, we can — and without much trouble — materially
reduce the amount of silt carried by the floods, Lessening
the volume of abrasive material in flood water lessens ero-
afon, for it is nbrasive action that causes damage.

By causing water to sonk into the soil, instead of hurry-
ing off to the sen, we can fill the underground reservoirs
from which seepages supply water during dry months,

Examples Found Elsewhere

In many parts of the countiry streams far worse than
Deer Creek are being restored through proper land, forest
and water management, The unfortunate thing is that we
“never miss the water until the well runs dry.”" We allow
destruction to continue until grent damage has been done.
Then we spend millions of dollars to correct our mistakes,

Because Oregon has an abundance of water, we feel
that we can go on wrecking and ruining indefinitely, Few
people stop to think seriously of the deterioration of our
streams, But pause right now and think of the condition
of small streams with which you are familiar and then com-
pare them with their status only a few years ago, We crab
and gripe about the depletion of fish life, but are we con-
necting that depletion with the destruction of natural hatch-
ery and nursery streams?

For a score of years incendiarists regularly set fires
in the basin of the South Umpqua River. Thousands of acres
of timber lands were damaged. Deterioration of the South
Umpqua River as a sports stream dates from that period
of incendiarism,

Why

Arthur H. Carhart in hig recent book, Water or Your
Life—a book loaned to us by Harold Schmeer, and one
which every person interested in conservation should read—
has collected data from a number of experiments pertaining
to water runoff,

Burns Cause Water Losses

You will doubtless recall the Santa Anita Creck fire in
Southern California. TFor four months after thut fire, ac-
cording to Carhart’s report, that stream carried from 20
to 67 percent volume of sand and ash, while an ndjacent
stream, Fish Creek, flowing from an unburned ares, had a
negligible amount of silt, On another test, a burned forest
area had 28 times more runoff and 10 times more silt than
& neighboring unburned tract, Forest litter on unburned
ground will absorb fram five to six times its weight in water,
When litter is destroyed by burning, the water runs unim-
peded to the nearvest drainage,

At Spur, Texas, water runoff wns measured from an
experimental tract. Land with grass cover had a runoff of
1.04 inches or 5.2 percent, Planted to cotton the land had
2.09 inches of runoff or 15.4 percent.  The runoff on fallow
ground was 4.09 inches or 20.8 percent. In another test a
cottonfield, in which furrows were ploughed with the slope,
had a runoff of 7.53 inches; a field with contour plowing
had 4.7 inches, while a field with closed terraces had no
measurable runoff,

At Boise, Idu,, ungrazed land covered with bunchgrass
sod had a runoff of 0.4 percent, carrying 6 pounds of soil
per aere. The same type of land, heavily grazed, had 25.5
percent runoff. while 2,017 pounds of woil per acre were
carried away throngh erosion.  An adjoining tract, subjected
to maximum overgrazing, had 60.8 percent runoff, while
giltation amounted to 15,280 pounds per acre.

We can easily understand from the few lests reported
by Carhart, who offers many more as evidence, why
Oregon’s streams are sufforing—why Deer Creek and the
South Umpqua River “ain’'t what they used to be." We also
can unila-l_'atun:l how they may be rehabilitated. It is a simple
matter of correcting abuses and giving 01d Mother Nature
a little deserved eo.operation,
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At the slart of this session of
Congress Republicans set a policy
of attending all commitiee anlli‘usuh.
commities sessions in full strength,
In several recent instances Repub- |
licans bave outnumbered the Dem-
ocrats present at committos meet-
ings. If It continues, this will be
palnful to the adminiitration, when
the various commitlees vole on
the numerous appropriations bills
before them, To forestall such an
administration disaster, De mo-
crats are being forced to attond
commitiee meelings, This includes
even the New York Democrals who
hardly overy stay in Wushington |
for Congressional business. n

Republican Holtse menibers have
in fact, agreed lo voi¢ against any
Inerense in funds and against any
increase in personnel for any gov-
ernment agency, By stleking to-
gether, and with peller than ave-
rage chances of plcking up Demos
crat support in some instances,
the GOI' budget chovpers feel now
that they can stop President Tru-
| man's Heavy spenders In thelr
tracks.

In a rocent instance the Civil
Service commission sent a  rep-
sentatlve fo &  sub commitice
hearing with a propasal to take
|over some of the minor Investi-
gatlve work now handled by the
Federal Burewu of Investigation.
The FBI is bogged down with sev-
eral hundred thousand livesliga-
tions of bricklayers, carpenters,
ote., who are employed on govern:
ment projects. Consequently the
FBI has little time left for Its
major assignment keeping track
of subversive elements inside the
IU. 8. A,
|~ With five Republicans and only
two Demoetals present al the ses-
wion, Civil Service officials encoun-
tered a barrage of questiony con-
cerning the additional eost and the
number of new hapds that would
|be required If the switeh were un
dertaken, Civil Service could not
come up with satisfuctory answers
|80 subcommitiee members sent)
them hack to their agéncy with
instructions fo get the answers.
| GOP members are convinced
that Civil Service can do the job
without any extra funds. They are
sympathetic o the idea of taking
the load off the FBIL, altkough most
of them admit they would feel more |
secure 1 the FBI continued  the|
work Instead of handing It over
o _n less experienced agency.

The point, however, is that al
this juncture of the eurrent session
of Congress. Republican mombers |
are sticking togethes on  budgel
trimming efforts amd are attends|
ing all committee sesslons wherein
money matlers  are  discussed
Plans are already made for a
|,||m|1.1r attack on money bills in
|the Sonate. This is part of the
strategy formulated by Senalor |
Styles Bridges of New Hampshire, |
new GOP minority | He has

leader
already demonstratod his ability to
hold Senate Republicans in line on |
|tmmrtan! voles,

or another, or has visited there.)

I remember standing on Brigh-
{ton Beach some years ago before
the Navy and the shipyards took
the Island over, when the wind|
was blowing the sand to boat every: |
|thing. Some estroyers weve an-|
chored close in. They were hust-|
ling o up-anchor and get out of|
there, One destroyer lost Its an.|
chor « plates as we watched — |

yanked right out of its side. No) Chubb Crater In northern Can-

\snutm:r Hlacyh called them "|in'i
|cana”l But oh, what we owed to
'them In the warl :

{Copyright, 1951, King Featwos Syndicate, Inc.)

WASHINGTON — Republicans in the House of Repre-
sentatives are getting more work out of the Democrata this |
session than House Speaker Sam Rayburn has ever been able |

| tueked the Egyptlan governmert

When a meteorite struck he
earth at Chubb Crater in northern
Canada, ripples in the bed rock,
35 tn 50 feet high, were raised as
;nllch as two mies from the cra-
er.

Salle, I hope you will succeed in |

Retiring OPS Boss Given Pat '

WASHINGTON # — Michael V. of Georgia, who Is awalting Senate
DiSalle, the little {at man from |confirmation 16 becoms the new
Toledo, Thursday neared the end  OPS chiel—probably noxt week.
of 14 manths' service as fhe na- Arnall atiended the dinner and was
tion's price boss wilh a farewel] | introduced.

IMuluyuu Reds _SE.Y
'Three Police In Ambush

pat on the back from President
Truman for a good job done by
‘a4 wonderful guy.

Further, the President (old Di-
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SINGAPORE  — The Brilish

helping the Democrals ta retire a superintendent of Malugan lice —
disti " 'and two other police were killed
h;lt.ul jsisned. senstortt iniCle: e Tuesday by a Communist ambush |

Truman referred lo Sen. John |

|| W. Bricker (R.-Ohlo) whom DiSalle | o wus”travelling with a party of

European
| whee thelr semb-armored truck was
stopped by a fallen tree.

hopes to unseal. The former Toledo
mayor quits the price post Friduy
o go home to Ohio to begin his
campaign for the Domocralic sen-
atorial nomination. If be wins that,
he'll oppose Bricker in November,

The President spoke briefly in a

surprise appearance at a testimon. | Malayan corporal were wounded
| seriously,

ial dinner given for DiSalle by
about 900 persons.
He said that DiSalle's efforts had | o

made the price post *a bed of |British high commissioner,
roses” for Ellis Arnall, ex-governor | killed last Oct. 6.

'in a remote aresof Selangor.

I hed grenades into the truck, killing
the

R. H. Jesse, 32, the superintend- |

oificials |

government

wenty full armed terrorists lob-

police.
A British police lieutenant and »

The allack was similar to the
ne in which Sir Henry Gurney,
"I'I.I|
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One factor in Republican plans |
lo ride herd on  administration |
spending ls that running concur- |
rently with  these  appropriation |
hearings are numerous committes
investigations, This works to GOI'
andvantage as far as msppropriat
tions are concerned, snee by vir
tug of their majority the Demo- |
crals always have one or two more
members on Lhese investigatory |
committees, And the Democrats
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have received White House instru-
ction lo stay on those joby, The
White House doesn’t want any
more runaway commiltee investi.
gations. The President feels there
has already been more lhan en-
ough thievery, political fixing and
mink e¢oat purchasing uncovered
by House and Senate investigators.

With campaign time so near;
White House and Demoeratie Na-
tonal Commiltee  politiciins  are

SHOULDER

Pork Roast

35

turning on the heal, They are plac-
ing party stalwarts on all of the
new investigative committees, with |
instructions to keep the headlines
down to a minimum, Naturally,
the Democrats will have the votes
1o steer investigations away from
danger spots, but while they are
doing this GOP members will be
free to watchdog uadministration |
spending. Maybe it’s o fair trade.
It seems that most tuxpayers, in
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the long run, will be willing to
sacralice a few revelations about
more. free mink coats to save mil.
lions of dollare.
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First, however, he will try to

find a job to support his family, he
told a mews conference Monday,
adding:
" “l can’t live on debt or on chari-
g

The diplomat, M. A, Nossef, at

for what he called “inhuman treat-
ment™ in insisting that his wife re-
turn befove giving bLirth to their
fourth ehild in June. Noctars eortif.
teate he displaved said he had
been cantioned against travel,
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Salary Discontinued

Nassef declared tearfully that his
salary had been stopped sinee Jan,
15 and that he had “been reduced
to selling my personal belongings™
in order 1o live,

An Egyptian Embassy spokes
man, 5. Hassan, said Nissef had
been given aimonth's notice to go
to Egyol. He said the Embansy
was willing to provide “care and
protection’” for Nazsel's wife and
children i they wished to remain
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behind,

Nassel waid this was not tiue.

Nassel, who served as press sec-
retary for the embassy, said he
wa a newspaper editor in Egypt
cfore coming to this country. He
indicated his government was re-
talinting against him for eriticis-
ing the embassy,
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ada, caused by a meteorite, Is
larger than some of the eraters
on the moon, |
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