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GRANT LAND SQUABBLE

By CHARLES V..STANTON

ara hearing and reading a great deal today about
grant lands, controverted lands and national
forests. Many factors are conlributing to current contro-
versies, Some of these factors apparently involve polit-
jenl motives, as they are being kicked around as a polit-
jeal football by persons secking public office. Advocacy
of radical changes affords a good publicity vehicle,

Failure to clarify certain izsues, particularly manage-
ment of controverted lands, is particularly damaging to
Joeal economies in some of the land grant counties, es-
pecially here in Douglag County. A meeting held this
week to consider management problems was unsuccess-
ful. It appears there can be little relief until Congress,
which has been dilatory in correcting the situation, gets
down to realistic action,

It is pogsible that some of our readers, newcomers
in the ares, are not acquainted with the basis for dis-
pute, hence a brief explanation may be in order.

In the year 1869, to encourage settlement in this area,
the United States government granted to the Oregon &
California railroad company alternate sections of lands
for a distance of 80 miles on each side of the right of
way, with the provision that the lands be sold to settlers
ab $2.80 per acre. The purpose of the grant was to
help the railrond company finance construction of its rail
lines and thereby promote settlement, It was found that
some of the land originally granted the railroad company
had been elaimed by homesteaders and squatters, Subse-
quently the government extended the grant another ten
miles on each side, rather than displace occupants of the

original grant,
Lands Reclaimed By Government

Because the railrond company withheld some ln_ndn
from sale, and charged more per acra for some sections
than authorized by the act, the government, in 1916, after
litigation, reclaimed the unsold portions of the lands. Pro-
vision was made for paying the railroad company for the
revested land at the specified price of $2.560 per acre,
and, after a showing by counties that revestment was
steipping tax rolls of money previously p_nid by the rpll-
road company, Congress eénacted lcgirjlatmn ajlghorlzmﬁ
payments in lieu of taxes. Later this provision was
amended to provide that counties should receive 50 per-
centof revenue until debts ngainst the grant had been
discharged; that after retirement o
should receive 75 percent of revenue,
off lask year,

Congress mow Is reluctant to give the counties the
additional 25 percent, pointing out that the federal gov-
ernment is expending large sums of money
bridges, management, . fire protection, ete, Several alter-
nate proposals have been made. One would provide a
60-50 distribution after all expenses had been paid. An-
other would reduce the share paid counties to 30 percent,
The Association of Land Grant Counties, proposes to
settle for 50 percent of the gross revenue.

Controverted Lands Sore Point

In contrast to the 50 percent of revenue paid coun-
ties from O. & C. lands, with 756 percent now owing, the U.S,
Forest Service paya only 25 percent, This has resulted in a
ticklish situation relative to controverted lands, the 10-mile
strips later ndded to the grant. The U. 8. Forest Se!"\‘il't‘
claims jurisdiction over lands intermingled with national
forests. The Department of the Interior, through the Bu-
reau of Land Management, also claims title and jurisdic-
tion. Congress has never settled the dispute, In the mean-
time management is a joint proposition between the two
agencies and is serving, locally at least, to handicap access
road construction.

Revenues from Limber
have bheen placed in a separate
ment of the jurisdietional dispute,
to more than 5 million dollars,
awarded to the Forest Service, counties would get 25
pereent, If, on the other hand, administration goes to
the BLM, counties would have 4 claim to 75 percent,

Lane County has instituted legal nction to force distri-
bution of the fund. Communities are demanding settle-
ment of the controverted lnnds issue. Much publicity has
been given a proposal that the grant lands be surren-
dered to the State of Oregon. Politicians are riding vari
ous proposals a8 a means of gaining publicity. Con-
gress I8 reluetant to free frozen funds or to pay sums
amounts due the counties. It is torn by disputes over

We
0, & C.

The debt was paid

gnles on controverted lands
fund, awniling soettle-
The fund now amounts

If the lands should be

praposals to consolidate forest administrative agencies. Al-
together it is quite a mess,

It Bonnle had been communded | struggled  with her  gicls' rebel
by some stern-faced adull to do | lousness at some of the household
what 1 just watched her do spon- | tasks, or the near-riot over all four
tapeously, po doubt she would have | wanting to do others, and then
rullnp!t‘l{ ] : .
inches of snow, slush, and a steep | ing to be shown

she tried an idea
hill to navigate in her mother's

that worked lke a charm! (Have

boots — dear me, why wear her |1 told this before, 1 wonder?) She
own It she could borraw her moth | wrote all the tasks, liitle and big,
er's? — what did the eight-year | ot slips of paper, and put them in
old do but pick up Skip, the fat a box. The gicls {ell upon the fdens
black terrier, in her arms, and|with enthustasm. They were good
lug that heavy dog all the way |sports, too, about it. Whatever
home. wis on the slip drawn, that they

How like that child we grownups | did. They might “squawk” but
Are, loo, at times, aren't we? We | there was a differonce, There

do hard tasks with spontaneity | would be Iaughter with the squawk-
and find no fatigue because we|ing. Each girl did a 1ot more work
wint to do them! Or enjoy doing | in a lot less time,
them, But oh, how we can sigh| Since the girls were not free
over & task nowhere near as te- | until the tasks were done, it took
dious or dilficult or strenuous, per- | no urging when one girl found the
haps, if it is & “must” and we|box emply — “at last!" — o bring
don't feel in the mood! about a co-operative thought, They
A wise mother of four daugh-| helped each other, The work was
ters, a former nelghbor, constantly 'done with speed, (S.s:hh! A little

.

f the debt cuunlie.«!

on roads, |

in the doing. With two | after prayeeful thinking, after ssk- | W
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Thunder’

when the mercury drops below
minus 45 reduced yisibility at night
o about 30 feet,

“Because of the difficulty o!‘
starting cold engines, drivers are
keeping their molors rupning 24
hours a day, Jf deliverymen
tarry with a loud of groceries,
they have apples as hard as rocks,

eggs that smash like glass and
canned goods that freeze and
bulge the container. . .Cans of

beer freeze in less than 45 min.
utes,

Why print all that frigid stufl?

Here's why:

When we hear of somebody who
Is more uncomfortable than we|
are, |t mukes us all feel better,
That 1s why newspapers print and |
radio stations broadeast news of
rough weather ELSEWHERE. |

Aren't people funny?

They're funny In so many ways.
They'll do little mean, lricky, sel-
fish things and then they'll go out
and GIVE THEIR LIVES in some
noble and unselfish cause,

Whatever you do, don't sell peo- |
ple short.

Another one for the books.

Sunday morning. Tom Walers |
and I were out shoveling snow |
off our front walks, The white
stuff was coming down as if Old
Mother Goose were picking all her
ganders at once. When we got
within hailing distance, what do
you suppose we did?

We leaned on our shovels and
spent & half hour chewing over
ways and means TO SAVE
SOUTHERN OREGON'S WATER.

At that moment, water was run.
ning out of people's ears all along
the Pacific Coagl.

Wel-1.1-11, let's keep our sense
of balance. |

At Klamath Agency, they have
a cross-cut of an B00-vear-old pine!
tree whose rings tell us that at|

Fulton Lewis

WASHINGTON

REPORT

{Copyright, 1951, King Featwos Syndicate, Inc.)

WASHINGTON—Tt Is Interesting, on oceasion, to com-
past. Sometimes it shows up

pare current events with the
current events in a bad light,
The case in mind is the ransom |
of the four American {liers from
the Communist government of
Hungary for $120,000, One compar-
ison s with the kidnaping in 1904

of an  American  businessman
named Perdicaris by the Me-
rocean bandit Raisuli.

early In the day ordered Admiral
Dwey to get steam up and strip
his ships for action,

" no further word s forth-
coming from your government

inside of four hours, the Presi.
dent will order Admiral Dewe

When we paid H‘II"SI'.’0.0N ran-ito set suil for Veneruela Immedi-
som for the fliers, President Tru-|ately to lake whatever aclion is
man commented 1o a news cou-|nocessary,

ference, “What can you do?” In|
194, President Theodore Roose-|
velt had o different answer. It |

was n message to the Sultan "tllc

Morogco—"We want Perdicariy
alive or Ralsull dead." We got
Perdicaris, alive and well, two
days later. |
Senator William Knowland, of
Californin, now has come up with
another long-forgotten incident in-
volving Teddy Hoosevelt which al-
so 15 comparable, and which also
Musteates the difference between
his. “noknuckling-under” attitude
and the kow-towing, supine atti-|
tude of Mr. Truman,

The incident come to light in a e

letter  inserted

in the Congros.
sional Record

hy Senafor Know-

land, from William Loch, Man-
chester (N H.) newspoper pub-|
lisher,

“At the turn of the

tury, when my father was a ¥

man," wrote Mr. Loeh, “he served |
as chief private secretary to The-|
odore Roosevell at
was presidont, One day (he Presi
dent sent him to call on Germar
Ambassador Speck von Sternberg,

the time he!

“My father sald, ‘President
Roosevelt has asked me to call
youp attention, Mr. Ambassador,

to the fact that the German fleet
is in Venesuclan territorial  wa-
ters, contrary to the Monroe dog-
trine, The President further asked
me to inform you that you request |
vour government 1o remove the |
fleet within 24 hours' tlime.'
“Some 16 hours later my father |

in | yeturned 1o the German embassy

and told the ambassador the White

|purtur1 that the
{pulied up anchor and was pulling

| nationals—that is, it

House had beon informed that the |

Gorman fleet was still in Vene
zuelan territorinl waters and that

“With that, my father withdrew
from the German embassy,

“In ahout 2% hours the Amer-
an minister to Venezuela
German fleet had

out lo sea.

‘At the turn of the century,

| when the United States was far
| smaller and far less powerful in
| the family of nations than we are
| today, we had one outstanding fac-

tor in our favor—we had the cour.

|age to speak out and demond our
+|rights "

Interesting, Isn't {t? Maybe it
could give Mr Truman a clue
what ecan you do" in a case

a8  kidnaping of American
might if
under his administration we had
“the courage to speak out and
demand our rights 1o which Mr.

such

cen- | Loeh refers. A rentl L
”“““Ih;w; - pparently we don't

Hear Fulton Lewis Daily

| On KRNR, 9:15 P. M.,

Arkansans Aid
Penniless Arab
To Get Schooling

JONESBORO, Ark, @ — Things

re- |

are looking up for the young Arab |
who appeared here for the “free' |

education he been
promised him,

_The Joneshoro Rotary Club voted
Tuesday to underwrite his tuition

thought had

tof $300 at Arksnsas State College

no message hnd been received by !
the State Department or the White |

House as to the future
ment of the fleet

“*“To which Von Sternberg re.
plied, ‘Surely you were not serious
In bringing the message from the
President. It would be worth my
diplomatic career to convey such
a message to the all highest
Yours is a fine country, Mr. Secre
taty, but, after all, 1 represent
His Imperial Highness and the
Gorman Empire, . X

*“To this my father replied
‘President Theotdore Roosevell s
one who, once his mind {8 made
up, I not swayed from acting in
with his firm prin-

move-

sotdance

sinlos
“The President has instrueted
me to tell you further, that, since
we have had no reply at all in
the 16 hours, we have no inlen
ton  of walting the remaining
elght hours

The Atlantic fleet, under Ad-
miral Dewey, iz at Guantapamo
Bay in Cuba. President Roosevelt

too much speed at times, but dear
me, you can't have everything
That’s better than  griping and
shirking, isn't it?3 1 borrowed the

for a wear

An unidentiflied couple offered to
let him live in their home untd
March L

A Jonesboro business man, whose
name also was withheld, offered

| firancial assistance to the tune of

L peetus

tdea for our llll)'! one summer, and |

it worked with them, too
ting their tasks done. O
they could play baseball in the bnt
sut sll day — but let anybody

in get-

course |

mention the lawn mower, and the

heat was “terrible!”

$50,

The 20-.vear-old Arah, Shukri
Mohammed El-Khatib, arrived at
Arkansas State Tuesday after a
journey from his native Israel.

Shukrl started the trip as a re
sult of a mistake. He read a pros-
from  Arkansas State in
which llfe on the campus was de-
scribed as ““full, free and friendly.”

“Free” meant only one thing to
Shukri,

He sold a small farm for $400
and ueed the money to come 1o
Arkansas State for a “free" educa:
tion.

more or less regular intervals dur-
ing all those elght centuries wel
eycles and dry cycles have alter.
nated but in one period back n
the 1700's there was a drouth that
lasted 65 years.

All over this Western country |
of ours, waler I8 the basis of lfl
of our wealth, How to use our|
waler to the hest advantage is
the biggest prohlem we have,

O.E.A. Meeting
Held Recently
In Jr. High

The Douglas County unit of the
meeting was held in the Roseburg
Junior High School Hbrary Satur-
day with Presideat Mrs, Margaret
MeGee presiding.

Musiec was provided by Darrel-
lene Carter, Riddle High School
sophomore st the plano, and Ar-|
lene and Darlen Botsford, Dillard |
School, who played mecordians,

The budget was approved during
the business meeting.

A commitiee was appolnted tol
study county division in a move to|
reduce teacher travel by selecting |
centrally located meeting places. |

Mrs., Margaret Kimmel, public
rlations chalrman, gave a report
on_work in the county,

|
an invitation, which was accepled,
from Myrtle Creek teachers ask-
ing the “association to meet with
them. The joint session will be|
neld March 12 at p.m. Al
executive committee members are
asked to be present, and all
0.E.A. members are welcome.
Reports of the Representative
Council meeting, recently held at
Reed College, Portland, were

given.

It was decided to hold an
all-county meeling at Roseburg
in April, The time, date and place

later,

W ¢

SKINVAY
FNES

and W~ (echegtrs
Thursday Jan. 24

9 pm. to 1 am,

onns (Y RV
On Highway 99 South, 2 Miles North of Myrtle Creek

S

!

ANNUAL
FIREMAN'S

BALL

FRIDAY, JANUARY 25
At The

Community Hall

Sutherlin

Music by
Billy Hamelton

AND HIS DIXIELAND BAND
Doncing from 9 ‘il 12:30

Admission: $1.50 Couple

(including tax)
Sponsored by the Sutherlin Voluntary Fire Department

MAKE SURE

_Be{ty_ Parrett, secretary, read|will be announced

SPECIAL DANCE

Friday, January 25

FEATURING

Joe Massey

Heard Over KRNR Weekly, Joe Powell and the

JKLAHOMA MOONSHINERS

You'll enjoy dancing to the music of
the MOONSHINERS ond laugh at .
their rollicking activities on the band- |
stand.

ADMISSION: $1.50 Couple ||| |

(tax included)

Dancing from 9 ‘til 1

Kennedy's Dutch Mill |

2 Miles South of Roseburg en Highway 99

your best hired man won't quit!

Your tractor is your best fricnd when spring work
comes. Then a day of good weather is too valuable
to lose.

If your tractor needs overhauling, let us do it
now. You can spare your traciof now and we will
have time to give it the attention it needs.

We use the latest shop equi'qunt for checking
and repairing your tractor. These tools in the
hands of our skilled mechanics protect your engine
when new parts are being installed.

Let us put your tractor on our schedule. Next
spring you'll be glad you did.

( ALLIS.CHALMERS
Hour — Evary SALES AND SERVICE
Saturday — NBC

FARM & INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT CO.

PACIFIC HIGHWAY NORTH DIAL 3-6266

Tune in

the Natlensl
Farm and Homa

4

Do

Re-open
on

Friday, Feb. 1

8

AT UMPQUA VALLEY HARDWARE
Monday, Jan. 28 to Thursday, Jan. 31.

(LA
HARDWARE

202 North Jackson 51,

_ INVENTORY
TME

from

Your Hardware Shopping Now!

Re-open
on

Friday, Feb. |

Dial 3-6620

T




