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SAILORS ON LEAVE—Jim Dale St. Onga, left, Carmel Ray Smith, |-

canter, and Richard Nalson St.
Christmas from the U.S.S. Los

Onge ware home on leave for
Angeles. Jim and Richard are

sons of Mr, and Mrs. W. W, Summers of 1919 Mulholland drive,
and Smith is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Smith of Myrtla Craek.
These men enlistad in the navy Sept. 6. Jim is striking for boats-
wain mate, Richard for shipfitter and Smith, radioman. [Picture

by Paul Jankins),

Wo;ld Still Kept Guessiﬁg

On Activity Of Joe Stalin;

Always Right,

Aides Assert

By DEWITT MACKENZIE

AP Foreign A

ffairs Analyst

Prime Minister Stalin's 71st birthday December 21, was

noted with elaborate praise by

the Soviet press, but the warld

still is left sruuluing about the health and activity of this man

who wields tar more power than
One is ramindad of an inci
rumored Stalin was ill and aven

any other individual an earth,
dant back in 1934 when it was
dead. Charles P, Nutter, the:

AP chief of bureau in Moscow, addressed a lettar 1o Stalin asking

for the facts,
writing:

“1 know from the reporis of the
!nrelﬁn press that 1 long ago aban-
doned this sinful world and moved |
into the other world, As one can-
not doubt such foreign press dis- |
patches unless he wants (o be ex-
pelled from the list aof civilized
people, 1 request you to belleve
them and don't disturb me in the
ealm of the other worll™

This question of whether Stalin
still has a firm grip of Bolshevism
s mighty Imporiant not only (o
Soviet Russin and her satellites
but to tha world at large. He is
(or has been) the absolute dictator
of the Russian regime and of the
world revolution for the spread of
communism, It was he who lnid |
the groundwork for the revolution:
Five-Yeaar Plan Upsat

Long before the last war, Stalin
wiis given credit hy European ob.
servers for expecting another glo-
bal conflict. He was said io he
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He got a reply

in tha Soviat chief's own hand-

figuring that this would give ihe
warld revolution its real opportun-
ity to spread

Accordingly Stalin - insugurated
his series of fiveyear- plans 1o
make Rigin  strong  militarily
nnd industrially. He signed with
Hitler the non-aggression pact
which enabled the fuehrer to
luunch his war of aggression, The
plan went awry in that Hitler sud.
denly attacked Russia, hut ulti

mately it worked out to tha advan-|

age of the Red revolution, which

quickly brought all eastorn FEurope |
inte the Moscow sphere of con-|

trol.

Well, now, absolute power such
nn Stalin has possessed creates a
delieate situation. His sudilen re-
moval by illness or death might
create chaos in the Soviet bloe, and
conceivably could precipitate a
third world war,

The point of course iz that while
Stalin has maintained wnquestioned
control of the Soviet regime, there
are u dozen or more ambitious
men who might bhe expected 1o
reach for his job when it was va
cated,

That's too many for unity
turally one  assumes  that
nlrendy has Mesignated his  sue
cessor, bul that designation might
not stick, once his powerful In
fluence had been removed.

Purges Block Ambition

Why is it that Stalin has heen
able to remain in unguestioned
power all these years? Why hasn't
some one of his ambitions lieuten
ants reached for the big joh?
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Commie Party
Dwindles, Denied
Hall For Meeting

NEW YORK — (/M — The Amer).
oan Communist party, beset by
menibership snd financial worries
and its lenders facing jail terms,
opens (ts 15th biennial national con
vention here tonight

The convention will begin with
publie rallies in Manhattan, the
Bronx--and in Brooklyn if the party
can find & meeting place there
Owners of a hall where the Brook
lyn rally was 1o be staged canceled
the reservation, The small, sepa-
rate rallies contrast with two years
agn when the publie convention was
held in Madison Square garden

The rallies, however, wore ex
pected lo be just & hackdrop for
the real bus of the convention

“olosed dooi' sossions at which
the Communist high command wi'l
exchange views on tha {uture of
the shrunken party.

Communist leaders are [rankly
warried by a drop.off in dues pay-
ments, declining membership and
tho diffieulty in mainigining the
party organ, the daily worker.

Three years ago the party
clulmed & membership of 100,000,
FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover re-
eently put the total at 55,000, Last
spring, an official party report on
membership gave no averall figure
hut did admit a 17 pereent diap in
10 registration over that of 645

Eloven members of the pariy's
top echelon face five years in
prison, convicted of conspiracy tn
teach and advocate the violent
overthrow of the government.

Ten probably will be present at
the vonvention. They arve free in
bail ponding appeal of their con-

vietion, But Eugene Dennis, gon
oral seeret of the pasty and one
af those nvicted, already s in

Jnil for contempt of congress.
A precconvention bulletin issued

by the parly some time ago
charged the United States with
“agerossion’’ against Korea and
Chuna. It portrayed the Soviet

union as the real foree for peace In
the world today.
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{In Yule Tree Cutting

ALBUQUERQUE i — The
. 'S Forest  service's  official
frown on culting Christmas (rees
on its land was almost a glower
today

Why? Because between 200 and
WO trees are missing from the
Sundia distriet of the Gibala na
twonal forest near here

Bob Stowart, ranger i charage
was quile peeved about it as he

made the estimate

“A Im oof \:!‘III|IIl'Ill'.lI‘ residents
start out showing the spirit of
Christmas by stealing a {ree,” he
wnid

One apswor to these guestions is
that
carried linder the
dime made (& quite patent thet am

the eariy purges which were
Salin

it re

hition  was & dungerous atteibute
However, 1 don't helieve that is the
eal answer

Fhe reason Stialin's Wictatorghip

n unchallenged i hecause
Ieaddership
M oeoming

right schemes 1o im

up ‘with the
plement the Red world
His followers elaim that he s
waye vight" in s jod
that therefore his leader
Been challenged

That probubly s the explanation
of his power, He has delivered the
tdiabolical om the
dandpoint of the democracies

evolution
al
and

sn't

gmert
dhip ha

wonids goois
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Newsreel Employees Get
Russian Prison Terms

@BERLIN — (M — Two German
| cmployes of the American Nows
roel company, Pathe news  have

Soviel zolle Communist eourt
West Berlin Telegrafl reporied,

Cameraman Sleglried Rovge
28, recelved & four-year term and
chauffeur Heinz  Tochiermann,
2L, a threeyear lerm, the news.
peper said.

The men were arrested last June
30 in East Germany by fierman
Communist police while driving
# Pathe ear and equipment from
Borlin to Bremen on assignment

The Telegraf said the trial was
conducted without the defen
dants being represented by & law-
yer. The prosecutor was quoted
s saying their American News.
reel  activities were  “Yoffenses
peninst Democracy."
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'Failure To Bomb Yalu Power Dams Raises Quesﬁ%

By ELTON C. FAY
AP Military Affalrs Reporter

WASHINGTON — UM — Why
don't 11, S. hombe=s blast the big
hydro-electriec power dams on the
joint communist  barder of Man-
churia’ and North Korea?

The question has been raised,
among others, by ropresenintives
elect Alfred  Sieminaki (D.NJ),
Just returned from duty a< an
army major in Korea,

So fur as In known, ‘heres los
been no. formal, official answer
to the question,

Sieminski said in New Yorl sev.
eral days ago that Glis having
fought in the area and been forerd
into retreat by the Chinece Com
munists. “are saying thal a eartel
has a stake In those (poweriproj
ects. . , Jlet's blow them.'

Unofficially and informally
"Iwgich means  they ean't be

tinved

£
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|named) some Penlagon officials
offer one explanation;

Russia migkt seize on destrue-
Lion  of Ik COmInunist  power
plants on the Yalu viver boundary
a5 a peetext to take an open hand
inthe Far Eust war, On the olher
hand, she might not, but the grav-
ity of the risk outweighs the mil.
iary value of destroying the dams,

Just who has the responsibility
for staying bomb attacks on the
tams isn't quite elear, The Penta:
wn vaguely refers questions to “a
higher level® and to Gen. MacAr-
thur's heéndquarters at Tokyo

There appears 1o be no tactical,
purely milltary reason why the
bombing ecouldn't be done.

Easy Targels Fram Alr

Unless the Reds displaved un.
precodented air  aclivity, B-20

hombers which have roamed close
to the Yalu river area Withont
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All Popular
Case

serious opposition from the enemy
could make such strikes

It they wanted to remain ay ine-
ticulous ns they have been up to
now about refraining from cross.
ing inte alanchurinn  territory,
that could be done, Niers say.
Bombing tuns by the planes could
be directed either up or  down
stream and bombs dropped with-
out flying over Manchurian arvas,
The dams could be hlown out on
the North Korean ends, releasing
impounded water and making the
power plants useless.

Manchuria, and especially the
city of Mukden, produces mun-
itions for waging the war against
the United Siates and her allies,
Loss of electric power to the Man-
churian arsenal, as well as {0
whatever Lll:mln the North Kor-
eans may have back in operation,
would reduce the output of those
factories
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1Mounmlr§%l¢flﬁ Co.
Asks Stock Issue Permir

WASHINGTON — M — The
Mountain States Power Co., A )
bany, Ore., has applied (o the
pawer commission for authority @
issue 900,000 shares of commaon
stock, par value $728 u shure, in
exchange for 200,000 shares of no
par value now outstanding

The plan would be subject @ ap.
proval by stockhohlers

The company sald the proposal
would help facilitate sale of add)
tional common siock to ennble the
concern (o earry out a 1851 con
struction program.

Secondary military resulls alsa
might be ohtained from destroe.
tion of the dams. Sudden releasn

of the impounded waler could
greate flood conditions 1o dam
nge transportation roules and

cities downstream. In Europe,
some dams were bombed for that
specifie  purpose.
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