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CLOVERDAVE PARK FLOODED—Wigher guihing down the can leoded Cloverdale, as shown

these pictures furnithed by Kets t Co.. p promotert. Robert Boyer and Mel
Gregory, top, removed debris from They worked 26 hours without rest. Many (lwns
and gardens in the area were damaged by the Saturday and Sunday surface water runnifs,
Water, however was reported in enly ene house, at an eight.inch depth. Second frem top pic-
ture thows flood water on AlMFeda street, and water backing up from & sewer drain on Alameda
i1 thawn third fram top ichure thaws & wmall dam off Alameda, which broke 'f.nrmr;
the flocd. The dam was built to divert water frem the surrounding hills into sewer drains
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Estoblished 1873

By LEROY

Oct. 29 and 30, 1950,

and by far the most destructive

|
| Four days of torrential rains
loosened millions of tons of water
upont Southern Oregon, swelling
its rivers and sireams to almoat
unbelievable proportions, inun-
dating highways, flooding bomes

and farm lands, and washing out
bridges.

Only one other flood—in 1561
produced grester torrents gush

ling down the South Umpqua and
|its major tributaries—Cow creek
Myrtle creek, Deer creek and
others 1oo numerous (o menbion
The North Umpqus was less ser
jously affected, but  Calapoots
ereek flooded Sutherlin to one and
one-half foot depth in its main
streel

No official records
unofficial information gathered
by Counmty Surveyor Ben B. lrving
reveals the flood of '50 surpassed
by one and one-hall feet high wal
rers of 1327 and the early 1880's
but shy of the 1861 weluge. That
| Nood washed out Scotishurg
| Deatruction Wide spread

Destruction, however, was {ar
more widespread. Population in-
creases, double 1977's, have
brought new residential sections
new indusiries, more roads and
| bridges, improved farm lands and
{other developments, many of
which were In the [lood's wake

The Nood of 'S0 was conspicuous
not only for the great height 1o
which it rose and its destructive
ness, but  the sutldenness with
which it struck, Few people real-
ired upon retiring Saturday night
or early Sunday that within 24
hours a flood of such tremendous

exist, but

proportions woilld  strike
On the previous Monday, Fars
edt service surveys showed 1 hie

South Umpgua at the north Win-
ston bridge at the 4.25-foot level,
discharging only 400 cubic [eel per
second. After a mild rise, the water
started coming up at a fomt-an-
hour rate, when runoff of torren-
tial rains from Thursday on be
gan. The river rose to 32 .4-fool
level, discharging 80,000 cublc feet
per second. The North Umpqua
2t the Winchester dam rose [rom
68 feet to 165 and water dis-
charge increased from 12500 to
SR.0 cubic lfeel per secand
Storm Moved Nerthward

The weather bureau reporis the
storm originaled due west in the
Facific,. Northern California haa
been lashed by winds and rain,
and the storm moved northward
An all time low borometric pres
sure of 2844 inches was recorded
at 5:30 am. Thursday, Oect. 2§
snd that night winds and rain
raked the area. Part of the rool of
Days Creek school's new gym
blew off, causing $4000 damage
Rosebu fairly well protected
had 30 wind velocity that
night. Medford had gusts up to
60 miles Coastal  areas =
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Rehabilitation Job Launched =
In Wake Of Extensive Damage
ToDouglas County Localities

Douglas county residents will Isng ramember the dates of
On those dates a gigantic flash flood—one of the greatest

contral portion of the county ravaging the lowlands along the
North and South Umpqua rivers and their tributaries,

Flood Long To Be Remembered
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of all times—swaopt through the

ning an afficer was continuously
kept busy taking telephone calls,

Al daybreak attention was
furned to evacuating residents in
threatened areas. First  affecied
was the Dillard district and that
north of Winston immediately
south of the steel brndge, where
water was riging into homes !
Highways Blocked

The highway to Myrile Creek
and areas south and at Sutherlin
were blocxed by water. A road
block was pat up at the North Dil-
lant! wooden brdge, which engin-
eors leared might go out as waler
rose above it

With telephone communications
extremely  difficult, contact with
the outsnle world was not cased
unttl ham radio operalors wenl
into action

In Roschurg evacuation
staried along Deer Creek, which
rose a total of 20 feet in about
as many hours, flooding homes in
a maximum 42 Inches and putting
three feel of water over the Jack-
son sireet tnangie,
Red Cross Alerted

Mayor Albert G. Flegel, on duty
ecarly, alerted Mrs. Mildred Her-
man, Redl Cross execulive secre-
tary, at 10 am Flegel worked
through Sunday, akding evacuees
and offering his transfer trucks
to remove furniture

Mrs Herman, who worked
through the day and night, sum-
moned Don Heed, Dougl county
chapter chairman, Dr. E. J. Wain-
seolt, counly health docior and
Red Cross blood division cha
man, and Mrs. Marjorie Warson, |
Red Cross field director at the
Veterans hospital. Vera MeClin-
tock Jones was on the job early.
Mrs. Arthur Clark and Miss Helen
Casey came 0 regist eVACUees,
of the hame

wWas

Mra, Berniee Smith

nursing service, set up a schedule
of nurses, aml camteen workers
Mrs, Flossie Virden, Mrs. Roy
Bellows and Mrs. Zella Green also
responded.

Almost immediately evacuees,
overflowing Evergreen Grange
hall, began coming into the ar-
mory. All were regivtered and
placed in private homes where pos
sible. Many ped called offering

1o take in evac
Reluctant To Leave Homes

State police said evacuation of
threatened families in some cases

was not easy. While maost people
readily respomied others  left
their homes uctantly. About 15
families had to be otlersed oul
Water was three feet deep many
places before evacuees could be
removed, and boats had (o be
used [requently

Cooperation  appeared the key-

note in the emergency operation
State and city police reported
workers responded readily !
ciently and  willingly 1o ort A
State police organized rescue par-
ties then moved on 1o other lo
alions
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D'i'_';-jff'ﬁ"r sy o FLOOD SCENES FROM MYRTLE CREEK—Top picture shows Highway 99 just south of Myrtle
okidupibona ik . Croek. Center picture shows a view of the Weaver addition just across the bridge south of

bridge |
kepl rising
interested

Myrtle Creek, The houses were under theas to four feet of water. Botiom picture shows the
Firmeo Plywoad mill at Myrtle Croek during the height of the floed. (Picturs by Ada's Photo
Studio, Myrtle Creek.)
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als hrought BRIDGE DESTROYED—This bridge over Dear creaek in Roseburg leading to the City Auto zourt
ka1 badlyedamaged by flood waters Sunday, Oct. 29. Thres cabins of tha court, which is fust
off Mo, Staphen s strast, wors destroyed by water and sight ethers damaged. [Picture by Luther
Daughts, |
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