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and Judge carefully.
No one should have to urge the

study of history. The worth ot it
ought to he obvious. That it isn't
is partly the fault of U, S educa-
tion, for not insisting on telling
the story and telling t humanly.

( (reams

By BRUCE BIOSSAT
(NEA Editoriai Writer
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ports more colleges then ever
requirbif students to study Amer-
icas history, and .more itudenu
taking suca courses whether com-
pelled to or not.

Cheers ought to greet this trend.
Part a nition'j growing up it
becoming aware of its own past
and how it (its into the larger
world story.

Too many of us live today in t
vacuum of time. We don't bother
to link up with the stream of his-

tory ta which w belong. It we did,
we'd be mure mature, more wisely
humble. History has patterns;
many events and situations recur
from time to time in more or less
similar form. Knowing them pro-
vides lessons of guidance for our
present behavior and understand-
ing.

We often get the idea that events
breaking around us are unique.
Most of the time they're not, even
though the cast of characters and
part ef the setting are new.

For instance, this isn't the first
period in U. S. history when we've
been stirred up about the Red
menace. At tn end of World War
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I President Wilson's attorney gen-
eral staged one of the most ex-
treme Communist hunts the world
has ever seen. We might learn a
lot by digging back to see whaf
happened t remit.

Another fit! Hro!d SUssfB
has Just called President Truman
the worst president ever to sit In
the Whit House. Nattirajly pre-
sent opinion on such a statement
would be sharply divided, chiefly
on partisan lines.

How doe Mr, Trumsn stack up
with his predecessors? You can't
answer that one wiihout knowing
what other presidents did and kont
they re rated.

Of course, not even the most
objective h&iortsns would avee
on who was the worst president;
but they probably could get to-

gether on a general group within
which the worst would be found.
There have been appraisals o f
that kind. But if the average citi--

doesn't know about them, how
can he measure the value of Stas-sen'- s

criticisms?
These are merely tws samples

of how useful it is to know what
has gone before. It helps us avoid
foolish mistakes, to put events in
$ sensible frsme, to keep cslm
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Harris Plumbing & Heating Co., 805
South Stsjhens. Ph. 1280.
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