Congressional Battle Looms Over
Revision Of Social Security System

By PETER EDSON

NEA Washinglon Corrwspondent

WASHINGTON—(NEA)—The long Chrysier strike—elimaxing
three years of labor disputes in coal,

we  pension and wellare

Senate battle over revision of the U,

THere have been some queer po-
litical and economic alliancex in
this struggle. An extreme righ
wing group—principally big busi-
ness employers—has seemed to fa.
vor substitution of a flat, govern-
ment pension scheme for the pres.
ent contributory system

The explanation (or this stand is
fairly simple, Labor unions have
been demanding—and gelting—
cuntracis which provide that em-
ployers shall pay, out of pockel, the
difference between government so-
cial security old age and survivors
insurance benefits of around $£235 a
month, and a figure of §100 or $125
a month.

Employers want 1o get off this
hook. Small companies say they
can't afford to pay this diffecential
without tremendously (ncreasing
thelr costs. Their solution has been
lo have the whole pension buiden
shoved off on the [ederal govern-
ment.

Might Be Less For All

Social security officials and wel-
fare workers argue that this may
rove o be & shorisighted policy.

heir reasoning is that a flat gov-
emment pension would eventually
mean that every person of 65 or
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steel, auto and other indusiries
plans—{ocuses  attention on the coming

S. social security system,

over would be put on government
relief.

Funds for paying government
pensions for all would have to
come from annual approprialions
by Congress. In this status, these
appropriations would be subject to
downward jpressures by congres-
sional advocates of economy. The
result might be less soclal security
for all

The position of some of the labor
union leaders in this struggle is
curipus. By collective bargaining
and by strikes, the CIO unions in
particular have been (orcing em-
ployers to grant pensions over and
above social security benefits

What these unions really want,
they say, are higher government
social secunty benelits, Not being
able to get these benelits from Con-
gress, they say they are foreed to
get them from employers. But their
real purpose here Is said to be to
force the employers to support thelr
drive for higher government social
seculrty
Private Firms Face Dilemma

A third major foree in this ar-
gument Is the private insurance
business, A little background |s
necessary to understand iis posi-
ton. Originally, the insurance com-
panies fought sovial security They
thought government old age and
survivors’ insurance would be a
competitor

It didn't rJl-\vlup that way at all
Instead, social security was the
biggest policy sales booster the in-
surance business ever gol. Social
security pald only minimum sub

statence nefits, at  depression
levels. They enabled insurance
agents to argue that prospects

should fake out more insurance, o
mmlrrmt nt their wsociul security
and give them enough 1o live on in
old age.

Now, however, the insurance
companies have a new {right. There
is talk from the Townsend plan
people of the need for $140 & month
The CI1O has figured that the mini-
mum need ix $162 a month. Walter

Reuther says the amto workers will

TED ASKS . . .
“WAS YOUR

—then bring your car here for
quick, expert body and fender
repaire. Guaranteed work—and
REASONABLE, See us first
for an estimate—Ihone 1316.J,
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SERVICE
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city center on

Meirone Road.
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'Grand Coulee Power

Output At New Mark

COULEE DAM, Wash., —{f—
Grand Coulee dam has passed the
three-quarter mark in construc-
tion of itx maximum power poten-
tial, the Bureau of Reclamation
BAVS,

By 1951 when 18 generators will
be in operation the dam will reach
its peak. Thirteen generators are
doing business now and the outer
shell of No. 14 was placed last
week,

Each generator is capable of
lighting a city of 200,000 people.

Grand Coulee — largest concrete
dam in the world — started pro-
ducing power nine years ago. It
already holds world records for
hourly, daily, weekly and monthly
power production

State Secretary
Forced To Fire
124 Of His Staff

SALEM, Mgy 2 —if—Secre-
tary of state Earl T, Newbry says
that lack of money has forced him
to fire 124 of his department's
W employes

And he predicted that other de-
partments also might have to fire
some of their employes for the
same reason

The trouble, Newbry said, is that
the legislature a year ago pro-
vided a $30 a month pay increase
for each state employe, but it
appropriated only enough money
for a $20 monthly increase

At the time the increase was
given, legislative leaders said stale
depariments could make up the
difference by dismissing employes

Newbry said his depdrtment
could get along with fewer em
ployes because of the new lcense
plate svstem, under which plates
expire at monthly intervals
throughout the vear, instead of all
of them expiring on January |

Newbry satd he is trying to find
out if further reductions could be
made, asserting that some divis.
ions already have fewer employes
than they should have,

Modern Woodmen Set
Eugene Convention

UGENE — (3 —About 100 de-
legates and members of Modern
Woodmen of America will meet
here May 2 and 3 for a state
convention

The dramatic degree will be con.
ducted by ollicers from Portland,

Salem and Bend, and the fraternal
degree by delegates and members
from BHend

Halph J. Wiese, state consul

from Klamath Falls, will give the
opening remarcks, and State Mana.
ger F. €. O'Donnell of Portland
will give the main address

Delegates to the national con-
vention in Chicago June & will be
elegled as well as officers for the
cCOming year

have $200 a month pensions within
10 years,

If everyone could get an assured
government plus private emplover
pension of $200 a month, the need
for private insurance would largely
disappear Insurance company
executives now find themselves in
sharp disagreement with their nat-
ural sllies, the hig emplovers who
seem to favor higger and bigger
Bovernment

pensions,
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OTT-RICKETTS’ MUSIC STORE
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The week oo May 7

“Music Week" in our land . . . an

has drawn up plans for a special radio program,
« 1o be heard on KRNR Tuesday,
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through 13 has been officially designated as

d for i, & panel of music “experia™
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“Information Please™
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o “Lay That Pistol Down,” or
to zithers
Johnson,

the famous

Muartha Jane Plimpton,
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“Music Week Quiz"
*in care of KANR | . .
Cards or letters must be post.
May B, 1950, For further
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GOOD OLD DAYS

LOS ANGELES, May 1.—f—
While tearing down a building yes

terday, a construction companys’
power shovel clawed away the
broken bricks and revealed a

weathered the adjnining
structure
“Empire restaurant
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|Lone Worshipper Hears®
Paster's Sunday Service

CLAYHANGER, Eng.. May I —

(P—The Rev. Arthur Tulk Cooke
held his vegular Sunday service
this week

It was a short service. There

|1.uuh
L-year-

tn Bob-year-old Clavhanger
was & single worshipper
ald Mrs. Hannah Huxtable

The Rev. Mr. Cooke explained
that the farmers in the district
just can't seem to get to church
on Sundays because of staff short
ages and “hardly anyone takes an
Interest in the church)"

“(Mien | have been the only per

son present in chureh” he said
This has Jbeen going onlor
years."

Fish-Wildlife Service
Official Is Promoted
PORTLAND um Willlam

Hagen Jr., weglonal supervisor
of fish-cultural stations and fish-
eries management, is being pro-

moted 1o the chief of salmon fish
eries for the U, 5. Fish and Wild
lile serviee

“Musie

May 8, 8:00 to

The radio panel of ex-

& loo

include

program, S:00-8:30 p.m.)

Hagen, a University of Washing- |

ton graduate who has been in the
Fish and Wildlife office here since

192, takes over his new job in
Washington, D, ( May 1. He
will be in ¢h e of developing
the salmon program both in the
Atlantie and the Pacific.

| His work here will be tem.
porarily taken over by L. R, Gar:
|Iu|t fisheries management  biolo
Eist

Salem Motorist Dies
When Hurled From Car

SALEM, May 1 —{¥—A young
Salem motorist was thrown (rom
his rolling car to his death in an
open field Saturday night. A com
panion walked from the scene un.
hurt

State police said Dowayne Leslie
Reichenberger, 17, was killed out-
right when thrown abour &0 feet
from the car. The vehicle rolled
over and cerashed into & power pole
eight miles northeast of here

The uninjured passenger was
Gary Cartright, who police said was
taken from the scene by friends be-
fore officers arrived

Muthods of preserving cattle
hides and making them into leather
soles were first deseribed by Ho-
mer in the Ilind almosi 2,900 yeurs
ago

/

'Liquor Control ’
'I'Igllioulng Tried
In Kansas City

KANSAS CITY, May 3— if—
City oficials today studied meth-
ods of stopping gambling and
racketeering in  liquor establish-
ments.

An ordinance th‘llfﬂl‘d o tght-
en the liquor control law was in-
troduced In the city council last
night

The move folowed a federal
grand jury's report that a §M,-|
500.000-a-year gambling operation
centers in Kansas City.

The measure’ would empower
the city liquer control direelor to
suspend or revoke the license of
any tavern or other establishment
without nolice or hearing. The
present law requires a hearing,

Liquor director Fred R, Johnson |
has already moved against one
tavern and Is secking evidence
ARainst other establishments
named in the federal jury's report

Johnson yesterday cited  Mes
Isabel Goulding, listed as licensoe
of the Last Chance tavern, on
charges of permitting police char-
aclers and felons to loiter about
the premises. She was ordered to |y
|appear for a hearing May 16,

The tavern is where politiciun |
Charles Binaggio and his hench-
man, oxcofvict Charles Gargolta,
mut shortly before they were slamn
April 5 in a Kansas City demo-
eratie club !

The tavern is built on the Kan-|
sas-Missouri state line, Kansas of-
ficials have padlocked the Kansas
side of the building |

Lane Poor Farm 'Bad’

EUGENE, — (¥ —Conditlons
at the Lane county poor farm have
been described as being exception.

ally bad by Dr. Anthony Triolo,
county health officer,
He reported serious conditions |

of disrepair and recommended ad-
ditions to the stalf to aid in house- |
keeping and nursing care for the
stel. The budget committee is con:
sidering a proposed appropriation
of $24,000 for the farm for the com- |
g year

An axpert packer 1aves

| Monday aight

Tuer, May 2, 1950 —The News-Review, Roseburg, Ore.  §

Cohuubh?uldnq&ul.
lopoml.mhr'l"!

ASTORIA, May 2d I1The Co»
lumbia River Packers association

| Ine., Oregon’s largest fish packing

firm, reported a net operating loss
of $308,452 last year.

The corporation’s anpual report
blamed a smaller fish pack and the
lower price of fish. The year be-
fore, the firm made a net profit
of $843,

The total 1040 pack was #4601
cawes valued at $10,875,518. That
compared with a 1948 pack of 684 -
258 cases valued at $14,277 855,

An oplimistic note  appeared,
however, [n the report that sales
for this year are improving steadi-
l¥, and are running more than 100
percent above last season,

The company sald its expansion
in southeastern Alasks was prov-
ing “‘very successful ™ A total of
4,400,000 pounds af fish was bought
in Alaska last year.

13 Natives Killed In

| Johannesburg Race Riot

JOHANNESBURG, South Afriea,
May 2 — (M =R

in all the native

areas around this clty, and at least
| 13 natives
with police

Alter a long period of tension
race-consclous  elty,

were slain in clashes

in this

‘QUALITY FOODS

AN

loting erupted |

the

violence exploded

e R
r apa (
et R
mulgn ¢ na L
ernment of Premies Dlllll]luu m.
MAYTAG CUTS PRICES
NEWTON, Ia.—~{M—The Mayls
company, major manufscturer n’
home appliances, announces a $10
price reduction on s automatic
washer and a §5 reduction on its
three conventional washer models.
Roy A, Bradt, Maylag vice-presi-
dent, said the price eut was made
possible by “large scale pmdlle
and manufacturing economins™
spite “definite trends upward™ in
the cost of materials. The reduction
became elfective May 1,

e A 1
in12-16 and 24 in lengths
OLD GROWTH FIR
DOUBLE LOADS
Phone 638

“ls it smart enough to wear to the RAINBOW
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