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DEMOCRACY IMPERILED
By CHARLES V. STANTON

Tightening news censorship imperils democracy, accord-
ing to a report by the national board of directors of the

Asnsociated Press, The report was made at the mmualI
Associated Press convention in New York,

The board termed “especially grave" the increasing
difficulties of reporting the world’s news “in our tradition
of accuracy, impartislity and thoroughness.” Factual re-
porting, it was stated, never was “more vital to the survival
of our free institutions."

The report said:

Intensa partisanship  prevalls  averywhere. Econemic,
political and ideclogical conflicts that stir the emetions of
peopla are in avidence in all lands, Obstacles te free exchange
of news arisa with greater frequency, and censership has
becoma aven mors widely pravalent,

The American people—and paoples genarslly—are greatly
concerned by the widespread and constantly changing atmos-
phore of world crisis, Their demand for Information dis-
tinguishing between fact end rumer challenges the news
pathering resources of the Asseciated Press.

This challenge must be met by every feasible effort te
report the truth, Therefors the basic pt of the A Inted
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Press is & feramest weapon in the arsenal of demecracy.

Censorship Blanket Dangerous

The Associated Press several years ago, when terms for
ending the secpnd World war were under consideration,
demandsd inclusion of provisions for free and unrestricted T e e
exchange of news as part of international agreements. The| war‘ahuu{ if Sl ol o)
worldwide news gathering cooperative has consistently . v
pressed this demand. Instead of the world being opsisd to | ET'S go on from there.
factunl reporting, however, more and more area is passing |k I'm not a politician, and I in-
under a blanket of political and military news censorship, |%% ou having nothing to do with

In the Day’s News

(Continued from Page One)

Reporters for U, 8, news gathering agencies have been Roses drom (he inskde Moklog st
expelled from much of Russian-dominated Europe. They
have been driven out of most of China, many parts of Asia,
Africa and South and Central America. News from those
areas is strictly censored. No information passes to the
outside world, except items approved by politically-in-
spired censors,

The very fact that large segments of the world's popula-
tion have been withdrawn behind an iron eurtain naturally
leads to suspicion on the purt of peoples outside that cur.
tain, We have no idea what plotting muy be going on, what
steps are being taken for world conquest, what military
forces are being organized. Because we lack information
upon which we can rely, we grow suspicious and so prepare
for the worst.

And because people inside the curtain know nothing of
what is teanspiring outside their restricted world, except
the highly distorted information conveyed to them by their
political rulers, they, too, are suspicious. They consent to
tax lovies for armament, induction into military service,
fortifieation, stringent regimentation, because they are
convinced by the news they are permitted to receive that
they are in critical danger.

Truth Could Preserve Peace

If the people of Russia could send their reporters to the
United States and those reporters were permitted to report
back factual information concerning this country, its ideas,
policies and purposes, we would no longer be feared as
warmongers. If our reporters were permitted in Russia
to interview ita common people, talk to its political and
military leaders and expose the aims and purposes of Com-
munism, the danger of a shooting war would soon be dis-
pelled.

Free and unrestricted reporting of the news of the world
could promote and preserve peace. Such is the aim of the
Associated Press,

But news censorship is not confined exclusively to Com-|

munist-dominated countries, A. P, directors report. They
paint out that “at home as well, gathering the news and

reporting it factually and impartially are often difficult, |

demanding constant vigilance. Barriers, governmental and
private, must be surmounted if we are to get the truth and
report it so that its significance may be evaluated.”

Suspicion at home is as bad as suspicion abroad. Sus-
picion always occurs when people are denied secess to the
truth, The heavy flow of propaganda from official sources
in this country is not healthy, Nor is it desirable to have
hundreds of publicity directors employved in governmental
affuirs to place news on a “handout” basis.

If it becomes possible to cover the domestie aund inter-
national news frecly, openly and factually, the world will
have its strongest weapon for peace.

Vital Statistics

completed

Of 8 guerrillas, the ministry

siid, 272 were killed, 38 captured

and elght surrendered last week-

Mt’]’}tﬂrk“;:;ﬁu":_‘;m Lo Eh They were the remnants of
TRULLINGER- S == 81700 who crossed the border in

rence Eugene Trullinger, Portiand,
and Macreen Lillian Barrows, Eu
Evne,

COGDLINAR(ZJ&'»—Jnmu R. Co
g:un and Mae Marie Ross, both of
therlin.

Diverce Suit Filed
KING—Marvis vs, Vietor King
Married at Sioux Falls, §.D., May
12, 1989, Cruel and inhuman treat: |
ment charged. Plaintiff asks cus.
tody of two children and $80 per *

Mareh, the ministry asserted
South Korean losses were put at
1 Killed and ™ wounded

Legion Post Launches
Drive To Boost Roster

The American Legion Umnipgua
post 16 has designated the week of
April 24-30 as Leglon membership
week and s currently condueting
drive to secure the quota of

¢ members assigned by the Oregon

month support department officials

. T Guerrillas ed Dauber, membership chair-
ed-Trained man, said the post's quota for 1850

has been set at 700 members and
that .'.'u”'nl-illlniwa,liI persons  ane
needed. He sald all jocal Legion
crse¢ ministry today announced a | naires will cooperate Tu .nn;re
» i)-ﬂg.:i(.‘ommunitt-mmcd guer- | suecessful completion of the mem-
tilias from North Korea had been | bership drive by May 1,

'n North Korea Erased
SEOUL, April 25—(—The de-

Whatever contact I have with poli-
tics and politicians is from the out.
‘lidl‘ looking in. So It happens that
{I am not personally acquainted
|with either Morgan or Mahoney,
|All 1 know about them s what 1
|rurl in the papers and hear from
other people.

| Hut I have the feeling that AS
| INDIVIDUALS both Mr. Mahoney
and Mr. Margan are quite all right.
I imagine that in their own com-
| munities, among their friends and
their associates, their word in a
|hunnrss deal would be accepled
unhestitatingly

HAT brings me up 1o the point

I'm driving st

Why it is that AS POLITICIANS
men will make statemonts they
wouldn't think of making as |n-
dividuals in their private contacts
and their private dealings with
their friends and their business
associates?

Why is it that we so instinctively
distrust that WE PAY NO AT
TENTION TO the political utter-
ances of men who as private in-
dividuals we would believe un

hesitatingly?
- . .

DON'T know the answers to these

questions, but [ do feel that the
|ai||ul|un involved Is a serious one.
If we can't believe what our politi-
cal leaders say, what &re we
headed for?*

. . -

ET me cite another Incident from

the news

We're in & ruckus with Russia
over an incident that happened up
along the shores of the Baltic sea.
The Russians claim that one of our
planes swung in over Russian ter-
Fitory and when challenged by the
pilot of a Russian plane STARTED
SHOOTING

ur nn\\!'rlll!ln-nl denies the acecu-
sation flatly (even heatedly) and
strongly intimates that the plane
(unarmed, our officials lnsist) was
SHOT DOWN by wigger-happy
Russian pilots

HAT is serious business, 1t might

lead to war. Anothor world war
coikd be the end of everything we
value. In such a situstion, we ought
10 be able to trust our officials ab-
solutely and unqualifiedly

Hut in the city of Washington,
Senator Cain of the state of Wash-
ngton intimates that our State
department may be giving us the
run-around. In a letter to Secretary
Acheson (which was promptly
given to the reporters) he says our
Stale department “left a wide
range ol uncertainty™ about the
plane incident. He asks Acheson if
the State depariment could “‘com.
pletely disprove the possibility that
our alreratt might have blown up
or disintegrated in flight." He says
olir State department’s note of pro
test left “many & reasonable and
legitimate question” unanswered

. . .

HEN a read that on' the tele

type, here o bow 1 felt about
it 1 dida't instinctively believe
Cain. 1 felt that as a Republican
senator he was seeking 1o make
political capital against our Demo-
cratic administration and its de-

Two columns ago 1 started oul
o tell where and when we mel
Spring face to face this April, but
1 wandered sround in Michigan,
Oklahoma and Texas—where we |
saw Spring twice the same Apnl!
—sdkipping over California i{aster |
than I did last year in planes, even
'[nanin; over the three previous |
Aprils here in this se gloriousty
beautiful Douglas county (My, my,
I guess the reader who “puts the
Serapt in my letters home when
they tell about scenery around
here because it saves me such a
lot of writing," will clip this one?)

We had made several forays
down Highway 38 looking for
Spring, because she arrives there
a little sooner than here in our
canyon. Our trilliums (trillia?) are
few now, and blushing rose-pink;
even the doglooth violets have
curved up the scallops of their
cream blossoms as a woman might
turn up and back the wide brim of
a shading hat. 1 like the name
dogtooth violelt better than the
childhood name of addertongue—
there are so many names for this
exquisite spring flower! Perhaps
you call them lambs-tongues?

Our higleaf maple has just be-
gun to shake out tassels on its
wide, spreading branches over Lhe
house, but there along the Umpqua
the tassels were not only all shak-
en out, but the new green um-
prellas were unfolded over them

(hill and down a hill,

faraway ones in biue haze,

to protect, do you suppose. the
pollen from the rains? Nature is
so clever in planning a way to
meet each flower's need, and to
protect each one of her children
from harm!

For several months 1 had been|
carrying in my purse, changing
carefully each time with the oth-
er things, a whimsical map | had
drawn from an equally whimsical
letter. As we neared the Elktop
bridge 1 said determinedly and
hopelully, “I do wish this time
we could turn at the bridge and
go visit the Raders. I've enjoyed
her letters so much, 1 promised
o do .. ." and I fished the map
out of my purse. “You go up a
and then
across a bridge , . . " 1 quoted,
and then repeated the words, lis-
tening (o the Nt In them, “*Would-
n't you know she wrote poetry!"

The hills were so lovely, the
the

nearer ones proving Spring had
passed that way sometime ago
touching them with her magic

wand. We came 1o the Umpqua—
a new view of it, and such a pie-
ture! .
“Up a hill, and down a hill,
And then across a bridge—'
That was how we came to find
Spring where the Umpqua winds
through the Kellogg valley, in-
stead of on Highway 28 as in the
three previous Aprils,

DIME-A-DOZEN SKETCHES

By PAUL

JENKINS

The ways of some bigtime re-
porters, (o one who is not a re-
porter, are indesd strange and
often incomprehensible. This con-
clusion came to me gradually as,
over a oup of coffee and a cigaret,
I scanned the front page of the
Sunday edition of The Oregonian.

Last Saturday the air forco pre-
sonted what was reported to be
“one of the most astonishing ex-
hibitions of air power ever staged,”
at Elgin Field, Florida, during
which it “unveilad jet planes with |
features few military men ever
have seen, It dropped every weap-
on it has, from (ragmentation
bombs to 12,000-pound blockbusters
—and excepting only the A-bomb

The ground erupted in huge
flames and smoke, and the earth
quaked. The air blast smote ear-
drums with shattering impact.”

Although T'm a very skelchy
reader of the front page of a news-
aper, picking rather haphazard.
r_r for my fare among the daily
offering of rape cases, strikes and
political mud-siinging, 1 don’t seem
to recall having read any news re-
lease in recenl months when an
arm of our military service has
been reported as having given such
an  impressive  exhibition of s
power. It sounded important

However, to find this out, 1 had
to read fully a third of the way
through the story | have men-

partment ol state, But at the same
time DOUBTS WERE RAISED IN
MY MIND AS TO THE TRUTH
OF THE STATE MEPARTMENT'S
VEHRSION OF THE PLANE INCI-
DENT UP IN THE BALTIC
. . -

HINGS lke that are bad. They

are tragically bad. They lead
back to the conclusion that when
we can't imstinctively trust our of-
ficials we're headed in a dangerous
diretion. 1 think we ought to have
more plain, simple bonesty in our
politics.

tloned, which was carried by Inter-
national News Service. Before the
reporter got around to telling of
this truly spectacular occurrence,
he led his story off with a detailed
report of how a flaming parachute
flare was carried by the wind to
“within a few feet” of where Presi-
dent Truman stood among a group
of spectators in a “quaking wooden
stand.” But, as he briefly stated in
about 80 words. the President re-
mained unperturbed

Among other things, 1 resent the
loose use of the words “a few
fect.” To me, “a few” means two,
three or maybe five or six, whether
its dollars, doughnutls or feet. 1
that flare passed nearer than hall
a dozen rods 1o the President's
head I'll miss my guess,

I resent his having picked out
the President alone as having re-
mained unperturbed. It wouldn't
have looked well for Mr. Truman
to have screamedy ducked and
sprinted for safety, while compara-
tive nobodies surrounding him
hada't taken fright at what after
all eouldn't have been a very
frightening incident, now would it?
I'll bet it never occurred to Mr,
Truman that there was any cause
for alarm. It occurred onto to this
reporter,

I further and particularly resent
the halting and round-about course
this reporter took in arriving at
the meat of the real story involved
Any idiot can (and frequently does)
wrile a feature yamm !“’.‘h as '\'l\il
now are reading. and never tell
anything: but in the news columns
of a newspaper a reader is justified
in demanding that the important
circumstances of any newsworthy
occurrence be given precedence,

It all reminds me of a conflagra
tior once suffered by the town of
Creswell, near Fugene, during
which several people were injured,
the lives of many more endangered
amd severe property damage sus-
tained. The reporter covering the
story for a certain publication led
It with a description of the su
posed terror endured by the ﬁrm
mice in an adjoining vacant lot.

Mr. Lea's argument was full of

}wles 1t is mndel:n that be is all FRED'S

or progress, as he says, but oul

i costs othing m}’ e S r.hi Diesel & Gas Tractor Service
improvement will cost us all some- Combinas L All Farm

thing but not over a cent or two Equipm.int |
|a day (according to another let- | Rt 2, Bex 161 Telephone
[1er recently printed) and even for | Gerdem Vellay Rd. 483-R-1

|a “working suff'

mﬁ-ﬂwg{'? |

By Viahmett 8. Martin

Luther er

LETTERS |fither Spence

to the Editor
Justifiable Investment
Seen In Airport Bonds
. ROSEBURG—Mr. Ray Lea, in

his recent letter rega the air-
bond Issue, ment that

sutomobile accident, April 22, |
while enroute o Hot Springs, New |
Mexico. Two members of the fam-

lly who were uco‘gfanylnl him,
Mr. and Mra, Jay pepper, were

released. Robert Spencer, a son,

the expense of pin
1 wonder if Mr. Lea wguhl like
to turn the clock back to 1915,
Then, the main objection to the
Issuance of bonds for the develop-
ment of the state highway system
was gnmmmwld lu: be m
e . WRyS OW | kins, now deceased. From Okla-
m‘“ who could atford ears. |pomy he moved to Oregon, where
Seems to me those highways have | he spent the remainder of his
D aned pleaty In the past years. | “"is survived by Clifford,
Lige gene and Roger Spencer of |
to enable commercial airliners 10 ghany, Ore.; Mrs. Muriel Cul
EE:d :“flgep‘" on 'mr:m" “{“‘;{, r and Roland Spencer, Red ol |
' certain amoun y I
travel will warradt all improve- L::.D:T";': har}!ﬁiﬂ%ﬁf?ﬂf'

menls made.
SO0 th well; and Betty Spencer, Portland;
t 'helove . io. be a  justifani | iree, ssters, Mrs. Beruba Pie.
Houston, Texas; Mrs. Ruth Hol-

investment for our commusity. coma, Porter, Okla,, and Mrs, Alta

o be kland

expected
Wednesda
ments will be announced later,
w:mnt was born Aug. 6, 1858, at
. Kans. Prom he

MRS. DALLEN H, JO)

Roseh'ur:.o.g:gs_ :-‘t:?;:énmkhm' and seven grand-

rport Funeral dhnouncement will be

Al Pwi.c' Seen As made later from the Sltearns mor-
Benefit To Working Man | fuary. Oakland.

ROSEBURG—! read with inter-
est and strong disapproval the con- BRAKES BAD; FINED §10
lents of a recent letter to the edi-| Charles Francis Lantz, 21, of
tor, signed by Ray Len, who calls | San Leandro, Cal, arrested by
himsell a “working stiff,” the let. state police Saturday on a charge
ter Lying to sel forth arguments of driving an automobile with do-
againsi the new proposed airport. fective brakes, was fined §10 Jus-

It would seem to me, as one tice of the Peace Geddes reported.
“working stiff" (o rthat | o ——

that isa't very |
much. Anything worth while will |
cost something and to say that it
won't mean anything to the work-
Ing man Is foolish, I

The working man's futurp de.
pends on the availability of WORK,
The more jobs that are undertaken
locally the more work is available
for the laboring class. Another hall-
millian dollar job for construction
in Roseburg Is a lot of jobs for the
“working stiffs” around here,

Mr. Lea says that the business
men are probably all for it and ]
think that he is right. Besides,
tbe business man pays far and
away the majority of the taxes in
the community and he is still for it.

I think that it is about time
Roseburg woke up and got used
to the Idea that we should have
and must have improvements, The !
néw airport is one that will benefit |
the working elass for actual con-
struction work as well as the jobs
that will eventually come from |

LOOK ruis SIGN

FOR
THIS

IT 15 YOUR

PROTECTION

Fully Guarante..a
Rellable Quality Werk
At No Added Cost

Roseburg Chapter P. D, C, A,
Phone 208

Luther Leonard Spencer of Red- | _javing trouble
mond was instantly killed in an :I:l: his spinach?

a vegetable garden.
labeled
nice dinner (zble greens yester-

|
hospitalized but are expected (o be | 927

and funeral arrange-  son
|and were !
| ehmergmy hospital for food poison-

life. |
Eu-
Alle- w‘

Supposed Spinach Puts
3 Eaters In Hospital

PASADENA, Calif., April 25—

ing junior to
‘t read him

The Russell Hatch family planted
One neal row

spinach uced some

But Eric Haich, 4, refused to

who was ammmnrinLhis {ather, | €at his “spinach.’
is Oa

The father, mother and another
did. All became v it
treated at  Pasadena

£. ‘Doctors said they didn't know

gh moved to Okiaboma at the age of | what the greens were but definitely
15. He later married Miss Ida Per- | they were not spinach.

Eric feels f{ine.

words can't tell you

With Whird you rinse and
save hot ...m: water at the
same time! Use same suds again
and again! Rinss exira thor
oughly too, four tinmoe with press
siire apray .. . ane deep agitated
rinse and two maore spray rinsea,
Ses how much eleaner Whirl-
| gota clothes . . . how fast]
on't fail to see Whirlpool te-
day c..nt..e

BERGH'S
APPLIANCE SERVICE
1200 §. Stephans 5t Fhone 803

new industry which will be atiract

ed here because of good transpor-

tation facilities, I say the working

man better be for the new airport
Job—it sure means more work for |
us, ‘

FOR.....
SERVICE . .

. RAY E. YATES
* Rossburg, Oregon

Payment Of Judgment
Is Ordered In Suit

|

Cireuit Judge Carl E. Wimberly |
has ordered John D. Kenny to pay
a judgment demanded by General ) |
Credit Service, Ine., of $306.50,
with interest from Jan. 3, 1947, |
Kenny is also ordered to pay $100 |
attorney fees and court cosis.

Ben Pullen, doing business as | |
Ben Pullen's Service Station, has | | |
filed a suit demanding judgment | |
for $47981, with interest at 6

neads.

EXPERIENCE . . .
| CO-OPERATION . . .

| Investig. ‘2 the services offered by your "Home-
owned, Home-operated”
deposit with us remains in DOUGLA
TY All facilities available for your individual

Douglas County State Bank

Membar, Fedaral Daposit Insuronce Corp.

lett on
COUN-

bank. Mone

percent from filing date until paid,

trom John C. Taylor and Ida Irene | |

Taylor. The money involved in the |

suit is allegedly from a defaulted '
judgment granted by a Washington
state court.
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N (| eoriais and moriewtons warkmanship

| fEvery item is custom made for @ specific job. Don't be holl satistied

dad

with your doors, , sath and

« + + o point to your woodwerk and say thet it came trom Nelson and
Pyle Woods rking Co. At their plant you will find enly the best of me-

You are PROUD
of your home
and
you'll be proud...

baing put inte the Finished product.

L <o o beee ataly sotisFied

Frames Saih Dears
Custom Planad Lumber
Windaws Cebinets

| 95

Nelson

Phone 1242.)

by baving it custom made in o plont thet is geored for your n__ds.

For tha best in workmenthip and me-
terials hava it cuttorm moade by

Woodwerking Co.

and Pyle

Mill and Mosher

"

e
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Roseburg Funeral Home

Oak and Kone Street
Tel, 600

Roseburg, Oregon
Funerols

Ambulance Service




