Urban Congestion

Problem Seen As

Impediment To Normal Human Life

By BRUC

E BIOSSAT

American cilies have been decentralizing for iwo or three decades,
but the fanning out has been pretty hapharard. It isn’t that they have

no plans. It's simply that the ones
remedy for the ills now besetting

One primary trouble Is that with
all their spreading growth the
country's largest communitics still
draw far o many people intn
their downtown areas ung estab-
lished industrial sectors

With the rise in population and
the gain in molor tratfic, this con-
tinued cenlering of activity in the
well-developed heart of the city is
imposing a smothering human
load on streets, sidewalks, trans
portation facilities, terminals, of-
fice buildings and other foeal
points of downtown life.

As has been pointed out by
many urban experis, most meas-
ures designed to relieve this hu-
man congestion only make it
worse. Anything that makes it
ecasire 1o get out of the elty's cen-
ter also makes it easier io get in.

The anly real cure is to develop
competing magnels of attraction
well removed from the clotted
downtnw.. section, But these brob-
ably ought to be plavoed on a
much more drastic scale than most
cities are contemplating seriously
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they have are appareatly oo mild a
the big urban centers.

oday.

Nearly all the biggest cities have
Iur:r had sub-conters of business
and industrial sectivity. In recent
years suburban areas have devel-

oped beyond mere domitories into

| more balanced communities, with
 shops, theaters, and similar facil.

ities on & more ambitious footing |

than formerly.
Yet few ol these are
enough attractions to hol

werful
resl

dents of the area out of the ecity's |

heart the way they should

| many people still make the long,
wearing trip to town for work and
pleasure.

If this congetion is not to choke |

our cities to death, they must set
about developing satellite areas—
perhaps separated from bullt-up
| Sectors by belts of green munlr:‘t--
that are in most ways sell-auff)e-
tent,

This means more fhctories in
| the outlying regions, with workers'
| homes close by, Long commuting
{hours are a colossal waste. It
means shops and recreational fa-
cilities truly rivalling those down-
town, For example, road eompan:

ies of stage dramas might make |

'the rounde of satellite centers be-
fore embarking on cress-country
tours.

A famous and suvccessful city
planner once scolfed at men who
urged drastic revamping of our
cities. He consider such men
starry-eyea and told them his city
was “too tough for ‘em."”

It looks now like the shoe is on
the other foot. His cily, and every
other large metropolis, is becom-
i too tough for the planners with
limited vision, These centers arep”t
vielding 1o the modest plans now
being executed. They're getting
worse.

There's urgency in this problem
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More is at stake than mere human
discomfort, economic waste, peace
of mind. Our lives are involved.
The atom bomb has outmoded
these huge urban clusters of people
and buildings and transportation
facilities. Civilian defense special-
ists are calling for sweeping de
centralization of industry and bus-
iness in the simple interest of self
preservation.

Whether It is to be peace or war,
we must make a real stary at
breaking up present concentra
tions. They have long since
reached the point of diminizshing
human relurns.

HOG TABS MAN

MEDFORD, — (4 —A hog stab-
bed Walter Faux, 43, at a slaugh-
ter plant here.

Faux, whose job is 1o slaughter
hogs, started to stick one. Bul the
hog kicked. Faux's knife flew 10
feet into the air and came down
on his back. 2

He I8 being treated in a hospital

| here.

AUSTIN FLEGEL, Democratic candidate for governor of Oregon, |
was snapped in a characteristic pose at the Jefferson-Jackion
day dinner Friday night at Evergreen grange hall. (Picture by

| may be tripled b

| tients in clinics,

|  Armour, one of the nation's big-
.fnt meat packers, i the world's
! largest producer of the hormone
It obtains the substance from the
|p11u|llry glands of hogs

¢ | F_W. Specht, Armour president,

idhcfnwd in a speech to the Chi
cago Carcer Research foundation
| that production is 30 times thar of
a year ago. He did pot give any
figures but said the current output
late summer,

“We still are far from being
able to supply ACTH in unlimited
| quantities to every physician and
hospital," Specht said

He sald the number of clinics
(using ACTH has increased from
|40 to 100 in 3 year “and other
clinies are rapidly being added to
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Croucher, 20, of Roseburg, has en-
tered the alrplane and engine me-
chanic’s school at Sheppard A
Farce base, the home of the largest
technical school of this type (n Lhe
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Senator Brewster (R-Me) had said
intelligence
agent had been investigating Ken-
Crawiord, national affairs

a State dopartment

|neth G
editor for newsweek magazine

Brewster said the incident was
“the most stupld set in his-
tory or one of the boldest attempts
to intimidate one of the editors of

either

this country that 1 have ever
known.™
Mundt said it was never con-

templated in the récent reorganiza-
tion of the State department that
“eounter-intelli-
gence™ service operaling in this

it should have a
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British Troops Unload
Strike-Bound Vessels

LONDON April 26—"—The La-
bor government today ordered
troops to unload ships tied up in
London port by a wildeat dockers'
strike denounced by Cabinet min-
isters as Communist-inspired,

The government decision to use
soldiers and sajlors 1o keep food
and other goods moving was made
after the walkout threatened to
halt all operations in the sprawling
dockyards.

Almaost 1,000 soldiers and sailors,
stationed in.the dockyards since
yesterday, were ordered 1o go to
work on 69 ships which are immo-
hilized by the strike over an intra-
union dispute.

More than 4,500 dockers joined
the strikers over the weekend
bringing the number idle to 12485,

The total working force in the Lon- |

| don docks is 27,000 but only be-
| tween 15,000 to 20,000 are employed
inn any glven day.

BEARDED MONDAYS
BAKER, — (4 —Bearded Mon:
| days are going to be in order
| here after May 1. Baker union
| barbers, headed by Tommy Hall,
ivoted to set up a fiveday week
| beginning May 1. All the union

| shops will ciose on Mondays,

| country. He said It was specificall
{ understood the department's intel.
| Higence service was (o be used
| abroad, and not at home

| Senator Lodge (R-Mass) said he
| would demand “a most complete
explanation” from the State de-
| partment. He is a member of the
'forn?n relations  subcommitiee
| now looking into charges by Sena-
|tor McCarthy (R-Wis) that the
Stale department is infesied by
Communists,
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one of the major Air Force com- |
mands for on-the-job experience
| with fireline operational aireraft
after completion of his school here |

Blasts, Flames Destroy

Atomic Board's Building

BERKELEY, Calif.,, April 24—
UP—Fire, accompanied by a series
of minor explosions, destroyed the
Atomic Energy commission's ad-
ministration l{undiuu here  last
night
AEC oflicials declined to an-
swer such questions as (1) whether
any irreplacable scientific data
was lost, (2) what the building
contained, or (3) how great was
the loss in dollar values,

The University of California’s
giant $9,000,000 eyelotron, in a con-
| crete building 100 yards away, was |
|nnl damaged
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What Would Grandpa Say Now?

Perhaps your memory of the potbellied stove and the open crocker barrel in
the store your dad used to take you to when tha 20th Century was young, is X
dim, But the memory of the friendliness and courtesy that was part and par-

cel of it all will certainly never fade from mind.

Fabulous changes have occurred since then. The miracles of the
20th Century have piled on one another. The old fashioned pot
bellied stove has been replaced with myriads of comforts for the
customer's convenience. Factory wrapped packages bring us
crackers that are ever fresh and crisp. But one thing has not changed.
It is the old-fashioned friendliness and courtesy that you will always
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