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way Barrier Removed
o b Convicts Proved
Theory Of Gov. West

By RALPH WATSON °

(Public Relations émulhnf-—Orugen Highway Dept.)
Roman slaves bullt the Appian way across the practically
ssable marshes to Rome a couple of canturies or 40 B. C, and

Rome to rest solidly on her seven hills.

o first stretch of the Columbia high-
way across what had been considerad the impassable toe of Shell
Rock mountaln and proved that the vast pile of rubble would
go;’qulﬂ and not kick the highway down hill o cover up the

The

Oregen

Oregon convicts built

. R. & N. railroad tracks below.

% contributed by Simon
con

without any duress other than his
vision of the future and the publie

Samuel Lancaster relates part
of the story in his chapter in the
first report of the first state high-
way engineer, Oswald West chuck-
les about his part in the highway
eple in a reminiscent vein,

Lancaster n his rej tells that,
“It had been urged that Shell Rock
mountain, in lfood River county,
was an impassable barrier'; that

man started tickl
whole mountain go into con-
vulsions and come writhing down,

:

Benson (& man of truth and wisdom, and

West, bred a Democrat, belleved
that Willlam Jennings Bryan was

Bryan had told him the engineers
the Panama canal had told
him that the walls of the Culebra
cut would stop sliding when l.!w‘y
had reached the “‘angle of repose.”
That was an angle entirely for-
eign to the disposition of the then
governor, but it had a soothing
sound ; Simon Benson had the 10,-
000 bucks which he was willing for
West to gamble with, and the penj-
tentiary had a lot of convicts with
idle hands and no way to use them
in constructive endesvor.
S0, West took the 10,000 iron men
|dunnted by Mr. Benson, picked out
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“working gangs” at the pen, #e-
lected convicts who were eager for
an outdoor vacation and sent them
up to Shell mountain to set up an
“honor camp' and prove Bryan's

When they had set up the camp,
West sent up another 25 men and
they went to work bullding a rock
wall out of the toe of the moun-
tain to keep its fool set where it
ought (o keep on setling.

West confidea that, as a at
lover of “hosses’’ he recruited his
honor camp from among the “‘hoss
thieves" wgn had been unfortunate
in geiting caught with the goods
“The way | figured" he says
“any guy who loves a hoss enough
to steal it and go to jail has got
enough good in him to keep a
promise when he makes it To
demonstrate his faith in his theory
he loaned the camp a 2 rifle
and a box of shells to ghoot jack-
rabbits, or other game, with which
to.bolster up their larder and help
strech the $10,000 over a longer

riod.

M"Md." West bonsts, “we nailed
down the mountain without disturb-
ing its angle of repose, and never
lost & man'

And, that is the way the highway
commission got started around e
“impassable barrier' of Shell Rock
mouniain when, in the fall of 1912,
as Lancaster records, “All work
had ceased, for seemingly the Co-
lumbia highway had no Im-ke.n
except a few ‘road enthusiasts’,”
until interest was revived “through
the splendid generosity” of Mr,
Benson—the conviets having licked
the angle of repose,

In July 1814 Hood River county
voled $75,000 in bonds, which were
bought, incidentally, by Benson,
and final construction was started
on the 4.5 miles between Wyeth and
Viento hill, between which two

ints the “impassable barrier” of

hell Rock mountain no longer
stood. ]
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a foreman who had been handling | ship

stuff about the angle of repose.|proved

NS Seea s oty
night

ship committee

was a report by Myron D. J

Medford, of federal bureau
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Oregon Apprenticeship council and
Federal Bureau of Ammﬁeﬂhlu.
A meeting was also held here
Monday night by
ing trade committee, new
plumber apprentices were ap-

In addition to Johnston, James
M. Estep of Eugene, field repre-
mﬂipuu“ nlu the state 'l boine-

council, was presen
Monday and Tuesday sessions.

.
3ritain To Reveal
-

Russian Exports

WASHINGTON, March 23—{#)—
Hep, Mack (R-Wash) has asked
W0 government agencies to find
oul what Great Britain traded lo
Hussia for 80,000 cases of canned
crab meat.

Mack said recently that 44,000
cases of crab meat landed at Bos-
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four-months correspondence |
started with an advertisement Mrs.
Shelton ran in & lonely hearts|
magazine,
money was to be used
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m em, e
eity, Lloyd said he was told,

Coal is mined In French Indo- |
china.
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M. Warren (above), former Min-
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insure logging trucks
against loss or damage ., . .
and you have a wide choice of
deductible and other forms of
coverage. Trailer insurance if

ton in a shipment from Great Bri-
lain was canned by Russians and
had been obtained by the British
in_a barter deal.

Mack made his requests in let- |
ters (o the State department and
the Economic Cooperation admin-
istration, which be made public. |

“1 would like the ECA to obtain
for me a statement from the Bri-
tish showing *what goods the Bri-
tish gave the Russians for these
50,000 cases of Russian crab meat,” |
Mack wrole Administrator Paul G.
Hoffman. “I believe that Congress |
and the country, because of our

|heavy American contributions 19

Britain through ECA programs,
have a right to know whal goods
the British are supplying Hussia.'

In his ititer to Secretary of State
Acheson, Mack sald: |

*The people of the United States
are now engaged in a cold war
with the Russinn leaders.

“In this cold war, the Soviet
dictators are doing everyting they
can to weaken American influences
abroad and undermine America’s
domestic economy. This Soviet ha- |
rassment 'l".dt has cost Ameri-
can taxpayers billions of dollars
in extra taxes . ., .

“In light of these facts, it seams
unthinkable that we should permit
Russian goods, produced with slave
labor, to enter the United States
to compele with the products of |
American labor. This, it seems to
me, is particularly true of such an
item as canned crab, . . |

Mack asked Acheszon to find out
from the British whether what they |
traded to the Russians “was any-
thing that would add to the econom-
ic strength or war potential ‘of
the Communists,™

MANAGER PLAN EYED I

ASHLAND, March 23 —(M—A
city manager for Ashland was pro-
posed here Tuesday. The sugges-
tion came from an interim budget
committee appointed to draw up
long-range plans for the ¢ity.

SCHOOL ELECTION SET

PENDLETON, March 23. — (P
| —A $300,000 school improvement
bond election was et here for April
10 by the Pendleton school board. |
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