DeWitt MacKenzie Recalls Tragedy
Of U-Boat Warfare In World War |

Ry DeWITT MacKENZIE
AP Forelgn Affalr Analyst

Today's reminiscence has to do with a tragedy which has haunted

me these many years—a nightmare of mass-death and calls for

help which had to be ignored.

The Germun submarine campaigp of early 1917 was at the
awful peak which all but brought the allies to thelr knees, Our
ship from the Far East, filled with Australian and New Zealand sol-
dlers enroute to the western front, came steaming Into a wintry
Mediterranean whichh was bolling with U-boats,

Everything was
ing a terrible toll of &

the British admiralty all transpo-t
and cargo vessels were forbldden
to attempt any rescue work for
sinking ships. Instructions were
to turn tall and run like the devil,
lest the submarine also get you.

This was the period which pro-
duced one of the strange tales of

the war—naot the one I set out to

tell you, but one which fits into
our pleture, Australian transports,
loaded with troops and nurses,
were heading for the western
front under Japanese naval con-
voy. A submarine struck a tol
into one of the transports which
carried both soldiers and women
nurses, and the stricken steamer
was sinking fast. The order:

“Save the men first, and then
the women."

A young Japanese officer,
thinking his superlor had con-
fused the order, sald to him:

“Pardon, sir, but you mean save
the women flrst and then the
men, didn't you?"

‘No,” replied the admiral. "The

ame ior the|
submersibles, and t eg were tak-

ipping and
human life. Under stern orders of

edo |

{nllies have plenty of women but
|l§wy need men. Save the men
rsL."

Well, they saved both women
and men. However, under the Jnig-
anese code the admiral had dis:
honored his emperor in losing 2
shlf. There was only one way In
| which he could wipe out the stain.
He turned the convoy over to his
second In command—and
himself,

But (o get back to m!' ship:
Our skipper almost never left the
bridge, 1 recall one stretch of 48
| hours of duty which he did with-
|out rest. All the passengers were
|assigned to the submarine watch
| in pairs, It was no time for slack.
ness, for thirteen ships were sunk
near us as we plowed on towards
England,

It was on a black midnight, as T
was standing watch on deck with
|a ship’s otficer, thal we encoun-
tered the tragedy with which this
acconnt is concerned, We were,
of course, running without lights,
Not even the glow of a clgarette
was permitted. It was an eerie
business, for we couldn’t see much
as we | d against the rail.
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Suddenly a steamer loomed up
anly a comparatively <hort dis
tance from us—and she had all
her lights blazing. I don't know
why we hadn't spotted them be-
fore. Perhape they had just been
turned on, or & belt of fog may
have been between us. Anyway,
there they were, turning her into
| & sulcide ship,

“The damned, crazy fools,” ex-
| claimed my officer. “They're ask-
Ing for it! They've sure to get it!"

e had hardly %ul the wo. s
out of hls mouth when 1 torpedo
hit them. It was a mortal blow,
and thelr wireless began to beg
for help. Word spread throu-h
our ship. Men gathered by the rail
and there wasn't a mother's son
who didn't want to go to the res-
cue. And the stricken ship was so
near!

Stil, that ron-clad admiralty
order hung over us. And we knew
that there wasn't a chance In the
world of our escaping a torpedo
ourselves if we didn't clear out,

S0 we steamed away as fast as
we could go. The pity of having
to do it! No wonder that call for
help still haunts a fellow after
all these years,

Kills Three Relatives
Then Dies Under Truck

TAMPA, Fla., Feb. 6§ — (8 —
Police have closed thelr hooks
on the case of Anthony Slechta
and the three relatives he killed
before dylng under the wheels of
a heavy truck.

Detectlve Sgt. B. J. Roberts
sald the friendly New York bank
clerk “Jjust broke under the
strain” of worrying for monihs
about the health of his wife and
her father. Slechta was 53,

| ‘The wife, Ann, 47, was found
| stabbed to death Saturday In her
| parents' home here. Also dead,
and battered terribly, were her
mother, Mrs Peter Ruziak,
about 70, and sisver, Ellen Ruziak.
45.

Peace Justice J. G. Spleola,
acting coroner, sald “there ls no
question” Slechta killed the wo.
men and then jumped in front
of the truck a block away.
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ELECTRIC CO-OP BOARD—This group will head the Douglas Electric Cooperative, Inc,
during the coming year, following their election to the board of directors Monday at the tenth
annual meeting of the asseciation. Headed by President Arnold Cheever, seated, they are, from
left, Jack Parrott, D. C. Wilsen, J. E, Young, vice-president; Neal Meyer, secretary; Harry Nor-
ton, treasurer; Art Rychard, and Harold Backen Jr.,, managers. (Staff photol. d

Gov. Langlie Calls

WASHINGTON—LPI—A Western
governor sild Monday Republicans
ghould include in their 1950 policy
statement a declaration that the
GOP will be forced to take its own
foreign policy stand unless the ad-
ministration changes course.

The views of Gov. Arthur B,
Langlie of Washington were drop-
ped into the party pool of ideas
for a statement of Republican prin.
ciples for use in the coming con-
gressional elections,

House Republicans approved
[with minor changes the declara-
tion of party policy drafted by the
21-man policy committee,
Republican leader Martin of
Massachuseits told newsmen the
changes were ‘‘minor."
Approved At Conference

He =aid the statement was ap-
proved at a parly conference with
| “three or four dissenting votes.'
| Senate Republicans met to dis-
cuiss the same statement hut failed
to reach final agreement in a two-
hour closed session. ]

Senator Taft (R-Ohio) said theve
was disagreement only over “‘mat- |
ters of secondary importance.”

with the draft as it stood when the
meeting broke up,

“have to weigh the good against

or not.
Langlie's views became known

Plans Opposed
By CVA Backers

SEATTLE, Feb. 7.—(—The
army engineers’ bureau of recla-
mation plan for Columbia basin
deyelopment was branded heve as
an “illegitimate CVA" which
doesn't have the backing of the
northwest's "great farm and la-
bor organizations.”

A letter stating that view was
gsent to President Truman over
the signatures of E. M, Weston,
State Federation of Labor presi-
dent; Henry P. Carstensen, State
Grange master, and Roy W. At.
kinson, regional CIO director, All
are officers In the league for
CVA |

The trio contended that the
reclamation bureau - engineers’
plan contains no provisions for
an integrated flood conirol syl
tem, forest and soll management
or fish propagation.

"We want you to know," the
letter sald, “that the great farm
and labor organizations of the
northwest, representing the ma.
jority of owr reglon's population,
are determined not to take any

ST. LOUIS, Feb, 7.—(P)—A call |
for an all-out fight against pro.
posed river basin authorities
such asg the existing Tonnessee
valley authority was made loday
at the Misslssippl Valley associa.
| tion convention.
| Lachlan MacLeay, president of
{he association, said in a speech
at the opening session of a two-
|day meeting:

timate analysis a fight against so.
clallsm and totalitarinism In this
country.”

McLeay expressed the belief
that his organization's efforts to
defent proposed regional authori.
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Statement On Foreign Policy

Senator Lodge (R-Mass) indicat- [ present policy and enunciate a new
ed that he was far from satisfied |

Lodge told reporters he would | tions:

the bad"” in the declaration before | based on political faver and the
he decides whether to support it |

. . |
Columbia Basin i v

The aszsociation's fight against |
regional authorities "is In the ul-|

For GOP

as & Republican national commit-
tee subcommittee went over In se-
cret session Sunday a tentative |
dreaft of the policy statement ap
proved Saturday by Senate and
House drafting committees,

Draft Approved

The tentative draft was approved
by the subcommittee,

National chairman Guy Gabriel-
son said the statement would not
only be “critical’ of the Demo
eratic  administration but also
would offer it some “constructive
suggestions.

Langlie's proposed draft said
that “secrel  arrangements and
partisan action are destroying our
foreign policy and the great in.
vestment of life and money made
by the Ameriean people in (rying
to preserve a freedom throughout
the world,

““The Republican party has coop-
erated on a bi-partisan foreign pol-
ley which Is no longer bi-partisan.”
"Fair Deal” Eyed

“Unless the party in power is
fair and square with the American
people in its foreign commitments,
we will be forced to oppose the

and fairer one.''
On other subjects, the Washing.
ton governor made these sugges-

L. The Brannan farm plan *'Is

granting of speciul considerations
to one segment of the nation.” |
Farm organization leaders seek

— | "equity of opportunity, not advant-

age" for farmers and they shall
hel the Republican party's coun-

2. The Taft-Hartley act should
be modified "“to make it a truly
fair and workable act.”

3. State and loeal governments
must be reestablished closer to the
people and strengthened in thei:
service, “The magic formula, ‘fed-
eral aid,” is a deceptive opiate
and must never be the preserip-
tion of the Xepublican party."

4. The nutionnl debt and high
taxes must bs checked; ‘‘econo-
my must apply to all things, even
those things which aflect us per-
sonally,"”

5. The greatest chalenge Lo all
in America today *'is the necessity
for a resurgence of morality In
government.”

NAM Cited For Helping
Physically Handicapped

WASHINGTON, Feb. 6 - () — |
The Natlonal Association of Man- |
ufacturers was cited by a presi
dential committee today for help
Ing to find jobs for the physi
cally Randicapped.

NAM President Claude A, Pit-
nam aceepted a distingulshed sar

vice certificate Ifrom Adm., Hm..a|
IMt'IntIl'v, chalrman of the pre
sldent’s committee on national

employ the handicapped weel:
Putnam sald the NAM ig con-
tinuing its six-year-old campalgn

to Insure employment for those | the joh."
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Machinists Try
Again To Enter
Fold Of AF Of L

MIAMI BEACH, Fla,, Feb, 7.—
F—Leaders of the now inde.
pendent machinists’ union are
trying anesw to get back into the
American Federation of Labor.

A delegation representing the
B00,000° members of the Interna.
tional Association of Machinists
arpived for peiee meetings with
the AFL's executive council,

The council, apening the see.
ond week of its winter meeting,
had high hopes for a settlement
n the long-standing controversy
betwen the IAM and the AFL's
Carpenters union,

A fight over the right to reps
resent  machinery  installation
workers—claimed by each of the
two—prompted the TAM to quit
the AFL five vears ago.

Some council members were
haoping that Al Hayes, new 1AM
president, and Willlam Hutche-
gon, veteran head of the carpens
ters' unlon, could work out an
agreement, But others, remem-
bering. how many other such
peace meetings have falled, had
their fingers crossed.

Even though outside the AFL
fold. the machinists have eon.
tinued for some time to cooperite
closely with the federation polid.
cally and fn many other fields,

It has always been understood
that the TAM would rejoin the
A¥L In a matter of time—as soon
as the Jjurlsdictional scrap was
settled,

Over the weekend the AFL
eouncil accused Russia of trying
to do away with Jews In the So-
viet Unlon and her satellltes.

Urging quick Senate approval
of the pending treaty to outlaw
genovide—or  destruction of na.
tional, racial or religlous groups

~the council's statement sald Sta-
Iin is treatlng Jews as ouleasts,

“Such cultural programs
against intellectuals and thelr fol.
lowers mean virtually the sen-
tenelng of these human beings (o
death-—by ostracizing them and
depriving them of all means of
livelihood," the ecouncll said,

Another couneil statement
strongly opposed extending  full
diplomatie recognition to Franco
Spain, It said Franco Is a dicta.
tor put in power by Hitler and the
world reputation of this country
as a defender of democracy would
only suffer from any help we
gave Franco, .

The state department indicated
recently that I the United Stales
changes Its polley toward Spaln,
this country will agaln send an
ambassador (o Madrid. The Unit-
sd States has had no ambassdor

there since the 17, N, In 1MG6
urged  diplomtie lsolation  of
Franeco,

who are physleally Impared,

He =ald the problem calls for
“sound employment  procedures,
which mateh the skills of the
handieapped with the demands of
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Gl Insurance
Benefits Outside
Community Act

WASHINGTON, Feb: T—(#—The |
supreme court decided Monday |
that state community property
laws do not apply to GI msur-
ance benefits,

Under community property laws
husband and wife are equal own
ers of all property they acquire.
The Justice depariment sald 12
states and Hawali have such laws,

The high court overturned a do.
cision by California courts that
community property laws there en
title the widow of an army major
to half the proceeds of his national
service life insurance. The major
had numed his mother as the bene-
ficiary of a $10,000 policy. i

Justice Clark delivered the 53
decision, Justice Minton wrole a
dissent, joined by Justices Frank-
furter and ackson, Justice Doug-
las did not take part,

Clark's majority opinion said the
decision of the Californin courts
“nullifies the soldi*r's choice (of
beneficinry) and frustrates the de
liberate purpose of Congress” in
specifying that insurance benefits
may not be affected by any legal
Process,

No matter what the rights of the
widow to the proceeds of non-gov.
ernmental insurance may be under
California  law, “that rule, (or
right) cannot apply to this insur-
ance," Clark sajd,

Dirty Records Taboo

In another decision, the court de-
cided that shipment of “dirty"* pho
nograph records across state lines
is ngainst the law,

The tribunal split 53 in ruling
that the U.S. circuit court of San
Franciseo was wrong in throwing
out the convietion of Alexander
Lawrence Alpers. Alpers had ocen

fined $200 for shipping obscend
records by express,

Justice Minton wrote today's ma:
Jority opinion. Justice Black wrote
a dissent in which Justices Frank
furter and Jackson concurred. Jus.
tiee Douglns took no part.

The GI insurance cake decided
specifically applied to Insurance
tuken by Dr. Leonard O. Wissner,
who died in Indin in 1945 while in
Army service. His mother, Mrs
Loulse N. Wissner, has been re-
ceiving monthly insurance bene-
fits of $76.70,

Dr, Wissner's widow, Mrs. Mar.
garet Wissnor, sued In California
courts and won a ruling that she
Is entitled to hall the monthly
pnyments, She and Dp. Wissner
were married in Glendhle, Calif,,
In 1930,

The mother appealed to the su-
preme court to set aside the rul-
ing. The Justice department sup-
poried the mother's position,

In addition 1o Californin and Ha-
wail, other states having commus

Justice Minton wrote today's m-a
ington.

MANAGER PLAN GROWS

NEW YORK—{—Seventy-nine
American municipalities adopted
the council-manager form of gov-
ernment during 1949, 1L is report.
od by the National Municlpal
League, clearing house of Infor-
matlon for local clvic proups,
This brings the total number of
places in which the city mana.
ger plan is In effect to 958,

The league predicled that, at
the present rate, (he counell-
manager plan will become the
prevalling form of local govern-
ment within the next decade,

Attention, G. I.’s

Any G, | interested in
schooling under the G, |. Bill
of Rights at the Grant Busi-
ness College, contact

Grant Business |
College

Ola Grant
Phone 1535-R ar 1287.J
A list |n being taken for the
spring enrollment.

Tues., Feb. 7, 1950—The News-Review, Rosaburg, Ore. 3

Oregon Traffic Deaths
For 1949 At New Low

Oregon's 1940 traffle death rate
was the lowest since scourate
slatistics have been Kept, Secre-
tary of State Newbry announced,
It was the third consecutive year
a new record has been estab-
lished.

The traffic death rate repre-
sents the number of persons
killed per hundred million miles
of travel, and {s used natlonal™
s a standard comparison, the
secretary explained. on's rate
drnp?d to 64 from 1948's rate of
76, It Is computed from fatall-
tles totaling 357 and travel es-
Hmated at just over five and a
half billion miles.

Teacher LoseQ At
Russian Roulette

PRINCETON, N, I., Feb, §.—(#
—A {m:ng Princeton professor
bet his life against lady luck at
Russlan Roulette—and lost.

Dr, Alllson Williams Bunkley,
his frlends told police, demonstri-
ted the deadly “game” last Sa.
turday night at his 25th birthday
celebration.

They sald he put one cartridge
Into n .32 caliber revolver, spun
the cylinder, and placed It 1o his
teraple, The first two times he
won—the hammer fell by chance
on an empty chamber,

HJust once more, he told his
protesting friends, five men and
a girl who had gathered in his
apartment,

When he spun the eylinder this
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time, the bullet came oppouite the
hammer. When he pulled the
trigger the bullet crashed through
his temple.

Dr, Bunkley, an asilstant pro.
fessor In the Woodrow Wilson

school of public and internati
affairs atp?‘dnb!_l.g:. lilll. il.r:lndlyl
made a name for hi a8 an
expert on Argentine affafrs.
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