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DOUGLAS COUNTY HISTORY

Epitomized Review Of
Its Origin And Progress
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(Editor's note: e followlng In & review Douglas county history
mn'na by Cit qwr M_.W‘ Slankard, wfo Tecently wrote s series

of articios om

s past for The News-Heview.)

By M. W, SLANKARD
Roseburg Clty Manager

Considerable interest has been

shown In the recent past history

of Roseburg., Numerous requests have been recelved regarding
the past history of Douglas county. Few people who now reside
here have any Idea of what transpired when the county was first

formed.
Before the organlzdng of Doug:
las county many hardships had
‘ to be overtome. There were
many Indlan wars through the
years preceding 1850, The Indl-
ang, themselves MINL warllke,
had many latgescale battles be-
tween meelves, Before the
coming of the “white people,”
the Indians of the Rogue river
and the Umpqua were finally
overcome by A large tribe known
s the Kllckitat warriors, from
beyond the Columbia river,
There were many tribes in
Southern Oregon, which now em-
braces the five countles of Doug-
las, Coos, Jackson, Josephine and
Curry. This area wis one of the
most thickly populated by hostile
reds before the “whites” came
and It was the hardest to clean
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up by the U.S, Army battallons,
The main reason for s0 many
Indian seitlements was the fact
there was plentiful game and
many rivers n the area. It
seems, from reading history pri-
or to 1884, that the malin reason
for so many Indians was that
surrounding arenz were settled
and the Indlans were pushed to.
wards the southern Oregon area,
Salmon migrated up the rivers
of the Umpqua basin. The Rogue
river provided many good fishing
spots, With the coming of white
settlers, the Indiang were push-
ed into tight bands and were hard
to break up. They were extréeme-
Iy hard to fight, due to the rug
ged country.
Fur Trappers Coma Flirst
The first whites In Douglas
county (or of the area which was
later to become Douglas coun-
ty) were fur trappers of the Hud-
son's Bay company. Fort Ump-
qua in Yonealla valley was erect-
ed In 1837, as headquarters pro-
viding provislons for Immigrants
driving between the Willamette
valley and California. '
Douglas Is the lar{ielt rounty
in southern Oregon, lying in what
Is known as the Umpqua valley,
which is not a valley at all but
a depression or basin—llke a
drainage area. The area com-
prises a very rugged terrain
along the North and South Ump-
qua rivers, The area across the
vounty Is 121 miles from east to
west, There nre 4,050 square
milés In the eounty, about one-
twentleth of the entire area of
the State of Oregon.
Few people realtze that this is
the most enjoyable vacation area
of the United States. The beaches
and bay area between the Ump-
qua and Siuslaw rivers are very

I interesting. The area up the Ump-
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qua ls beyond description. Few
Feople have completed the trip
rom the coast to the headwa-
ters of either the North Umpqua
or South Umﬁqua rivers, Source
of the North Umpqua Is Diamond
lake, which, no one can deny, is
a§ ?ret(:}y A place as any other
In the United States.

Recorded history of Southern
Oregon goes back to 1732, when
a Spanish vessel needln%ereaain
entered the mouth of t mp-
qua river to make them.

The first white settlers to set-
tle in Douglas county were in
Scott’s valley near the Hudson's
Bay mmpaor:iy'u fort. Later two
others settled In Yoncalla valley,
Later that year, 1847, others set-
tled In the area that is now Drain,

There were still a lot of In-
dians around these areas. They
were becoming more friendly,
but were still watched,
Government Instituted
In April 1851, the governor is-
sued a problamation deslgnating
thres polling places for an elec
tion to select officers for the for-
mation of a counly government.
The total vote was TH. The first
meeting of the board of commis.
sioners was held at Winchester,
April 4, 1852,

On the following day the coun:
ty was divided Into seven pre.
cinets known as Calapooya, Win-
chester, Deer Creek, king.
gliags, Myrtle Creek, Canyonville
and Ruseburg.

Though Winchester was desig.
nated the county seat and was
the largest settlement within the
limits of the county, it had from
he start & strong rival. Aaron
Rose had Iaid out the town of
Roseburg, and being a wide-
awnke, energetle man, he began
at once to sccure for hiz city
honors and advantages which ac-
crie to a town possessing the
distinetion of being a county seat,
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to” Roseburg and areas to the
south, fose succeeded finally in
securing the passage ol an acl
providing for the submission of
the question of a permanent lo-
catlon of the county seat.

When the day of the election
arrived, Rose Invited the settlers
of Lookingglass valley, who also
aspired to have the county seat,
to accept his hospitalities. Rose's

nerosity so worked upon the
'eelings of his guests that they
went in a body to the '[J.volls and
voted in fevor of Roseburg. La.
ter, the whole town of Winches-
ter was “moved bodily” to Rose-
burg.

The growth of Douglas County
has been steady, The valuatlon
in 1855 was $808,458; the popula.
tion 587. In 1883 the waluation
was  $3,087,564.

Iindlans Driven Out
In 1852, the areas of Looking-

suflered considerably in Indlan
wars. A body of Umpqua Indlans
lving en Lookingglass creek
numbered 64.

Citizens of the area struck the
first blow, killed elght and drove
the remainder out of the area,
The Indians returned later and
stole atock and burned bulldings,
This was perhaps the [ast In.
stance where a real outbreak
took place, where conslderable
blood was spllled.

The land on which now stands
Légrt!e Creek was purchased in
1851 for one yoke of oxen. In
1862 the slte was surveyed and
divided Into lots. The town was
started soon after, by the erec
tion of a store, A sawmill using
wiiter power was erected In 1872,
The-saws cut 5,000 feet of Ium-
ber daily.

A little stream known as Coun-
cll creek near Riddle was the
scene of signing of a peace treaty
with Indlans of the area. Riddie
was referred to at times as Rld-
dieburg. However, Riddle was
the officlal name. In 1882, the Or-
egon and Callfornia R. R. termin-
ated In that “lively"™ town.
Towna Spring Up

Canyonville was a most Impor
tant town, as it was a terminat-
Ing point on the old stage route
between Oregon and Callfornia,
In 1852 it had a log house and
blacksmith shop. The town was
made Into a townsite in 1858, La.
ter o grist mill was Installed,
with a dally capacity of 24 bar
rels of flour a day.

Oakland In the early 50s was
the most progressive city. There
were two townsites one known as
“0ld Town" and the present town
hnlnr the original town center.
Ounkland, too, was a donation
claim. In 1881 the two distinct
towma consolidated and went on
to become the fine clty It Is to-

day,

an was a major trading cen-
ter. of the area, There was a
stage junction from the coast and
north and south, About 1861 the
first school district was formed
and a log school house was con-
structed,

Wincheater was the first town
and was a fur trading center.

Douglas county was considered
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glass, Olalla, Tenmile and Camas |t

a very rugged county and one

rich in fur as well as timber.| mas

The county never came to its full
growth until after the recent war,
The population In- 1840 was 25.-
000. Today the population has
Increased to an estimated 55,000,
The timber has brought in new
people and has provided new In-
du and work for these fami-
Hes. ere has been a 430 per-
cent Increase In recent vears of
manufacturing plants within the
county.

The bonded Indebtedness and
tax structure is very good. True,
taxes In the mumy have gone up
but they are not far county pur-
poses. In figuring the county tax,
many ple do not stop to con:
sider that the taxes pald to the
assessor’s office are for other
purposes than Just the county
ax.

The Douglas county taxes are
8.5 mills or $8.50 per $1,000 assess-
ed valuation, Sehool distriet No.
4, the school district around Rose-
hurgbhas a levy of 40.9 mills or
$40, er 81, assessed valua-
tion, e total assessed wvalua-
tlon of Douglas county Is $56,
405,365,

Receipt Near Safe
Clear Up
18 es

Thomas the 2
lon that preceded Ireland's In-|ern Ireland).

SEATTLE, Nov. 22. — (P —A |six

service siation receipt,

fouw nearly two months ago
near a safe In near-
by Maple valley, led to the round.

un of fivs narenmy guspectsd of
15 purgiares wiepehont Wialoin
Washington.

The last two of the flve aillsn-

Ireland.

The six counties have remained

under British supervisi
Ireland declared her Independ-
Lanse 90 usswe 229 and the coun: | our navy haz snlv = few sloaps
u-;é wis parttioncd by England. | hut we
here at an ant-parti-
tion rally of the United 50+
cieties of wuu::’d Pennsylvania,

E:fm were arrested
t Lake City where Chief of | General

Kl;.):ﬁdwumy detectlves Adam Ly-
sk and Seattle Detective
Kenneth W. Thomas had watch-
ed for five days to grab the palr
when they showed for an appoint-
&e:t rendezvous with the other

Arrested Sunday were Mel
vin James Taylor and Frank
E:ilhey. Both have walved ex:

ton and will be brought to
Seattle,

Held In the county jall here
were Bob Cameron, an escapee
from the state penitent at
Walla Walla; WI j 0% Mi‘ﬁ‘llh
and a 1T.yearold youth. No for:
mal charge has been filed agaln.
st Cameron, who fled the penl-
tentiary in January.

Taylor, Hugh:r and Mellrath
are parole convicts police sald.
They and the 17-year-old boy
have been charged with second
degree burglary In connection
with burglarizing the Blading
and James company premises
here Sept. 21,

Jhe crumpled service station
recelpt was found near an aban-
doned and burglarized safe by
County Detective Johnny Augus-
tavo, It bore an automobile 1i-
cense which Lyskoski and Tho-
traced to a “"Gordon Mar-
shall” It turned out to be Cam-
eron.

Last GAR Commander
United With Children

PORTLAND—(#—Theodore A.
Penland, last commander of thed
Grand Army of the Republie, had
his daughter and three sons with
him today—the frst reunion in
41 years.

Penland, 100, was brought here
Friday from his home at Van.
couver, Wash., across the Colum:
bia river, on a pretext and was
surprised by his children.

The eldest Is Wilton, 78 of
Wheatland, Calll. The youngest
Is Noel, 42, of Davis Dam, Nev.
The others are Mrs. Claudine
Parks, 62, of Sacramento, and
Floyd, 61, of Scottsville, Va.

They are the survivors of 10—
five sons &nd five daughters,
“Apd 1 have 19 great-great.
grandchildren,” sald Penland.

The “fingers" at the end of an
elephant's trunk can handle ob-

Jects as small as a penny.
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“We had 1o take the 26 cout-
tles of southern Ireland
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General

, says his countrymen Barry, who Is on a
to fight to regain the | month:long tour of the US, sald
government has set
aside $100,000000 to buy guns

"We. have all the money
need. Our alr force Is weak

trolled rounties of | the Irish

on since

Force Probability To Get Ulster

‘We will probabl
- | same m:lhodn

Lave the
where it counts.”

by foree,

Store Ownership Has
Its First "Birthday"

Close to
of Frank an
ster helped

first “blx

ship of the
805 S, MUl street last Tuesday,

The Websters came to Rose-
burg from Bandon, where they
ran a thedter for seven years.
Webster also served In the South
Paclfic for two years during the
recent war.

The Websters cut a large birth:
day cake and served other re-
freshmentd at
store had been In business 40
vears, It was
1948, by the

150 neighbors: and
Lea Web-
them celebrate the
' of their owner-
street store at

the party, The

urchased Nov. 15,
ebsters.
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!i Across from
Douglas County

The knowledge and integrity your Regis-

tered Jeweler must have to obtsin this title
ensbles him to serve you better. Because
of his special srudy and long experience
with gems and jewelry ba is in a position
to offer you better valus for your money.
The American Gem Society requires yearly
examinations and the highest standard of
business ethics. It will pay you to always

g0 to your Registered Joweler.
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DESOTO

CORKRUM MOTORS, INC.

114 N. Rose—Roseburg

'DE SOTO-PLYMOUTH SALES AND SERVICE
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“Come in and see why it offers you
more comfort, better engineering

and greater value!

Perhaps you have just about made up your mind
about the kind of car you want to get. You know
what features it offers you. You knowits reputation,
You know the delivered price here in town for the
model you want,

Take our advice. Do as thousands of motorists
have already done. See a De Soto before you decide,
ol Compare it with the car you had in mind. Compare
it feature by fc.ﬂure: Compare it for roominess,
comfort and visibility as well as for looks,

Compare the smoothness of the ride. Compare
De Soto's Tip-Toe Hydraulic Shift and gyrol Fluid
Drive that let you drive all day without shifting,

Above all, compare dollar-for-dollar value, and
sce why this is the most wanted De Soto in all
De Soto history. Find out how easy it is to own,
Then—and only then—make your decision.

Lets you drive without shifting!
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