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MISTAKEN IDEAS

By CHARLES V. STANTON

We are in rvn-:';-r of & letter from Mr. R. G, Allen of
Portland who protests the lack of adequate fishways at the
Winchester power dam.

The Winchester dam has long been criticised by many
anglers, particularly upriver steelhead fighermen, Ap-
parently Mr, Allen has been listening to some of those com-
plaints and has received bhoth correct and incorrect informa-
tion,

Mr. Allen writex:

For the past several years | fished the North Umpgua
river in the area above Glide, concantrating on your maast-
elusive steefhaad. When | have been fortunate enough 1o
hook one of thess fighters, it has given me the threill of
the season. But, alas, that has been all toa infrequent of
late,

In looking Inta the migration of steelhead in yaur North
Umpqua, | find that the dam at Winchester s a very oh
vious barricads. Consider the conditions that prevailled dur
ing our wisit:

The water was so low that the counting board In the
fish ladder was barely covered.

The fish ladder was open for only sight hours a day. A
fish arriving after that time could either bat his brains
out on the dam for 16 heurs or else consider it the end of
the line and drop back down-river,

I am wondering i the steelhead run isn't valuable enough
to your section of Oregon to warrant the comatruction of a
more suitable fish ladder which would be open for the full
24 hours of each day. Could it be that same of the people
responsible for thin are considering this dam as a way to
atop a huge pool of fish for Roseburg fishermen to enjoy,
rather than allow these fish te proceed upstream in a
normal manner, | am sure that If we visitors barricaded
the river at some point above ldleyld Park, blocking pass
age of the fish so that we could go out and flash spoons or
bait at them until we caught 90 percent of them, it would
hflnn an immediate protest. Well, I'm protesting about your
Winchester dam now. | den't want all the fish—na, All
I want is a fair chance at ths normal amount of the run
which should be coming te Meoney creek, Smith Springs,
Maple Ridge, and the famous steelhead holes near Steam
baat,

Mr. Allen is partiallv correct, but he has a vastly exag-
gerated idea of the Winchester dam as a barrier to fish
migration,

The dam, it is true, does slow down upstream movement,
because the fshway is improperly located. The {i8h normally
follow the main channel along the south side of the river.
The fishway is on the north side. Fish travel along the face
of the dam until they find the ladder, occasionally taking a
eonuiderable beating en route,

With only an infrequent exception, the fishway is ade-
quate to permit passage of fish, Steelhead have been counted
over the ladder at the very lowest stages of wuter,

Steelhead have a peculiar habit of ganging up below anv
barrier, natural or artificial. They appear to hesitate for a
time, then one will start out and the others will follow like
sheéep. This condition can be found at any natural barrie
the same as at the Winchester dam. But because the move
ment can be more ensily observed from the dam, the im
pression hus been built up that the dam i3 neting to hold
back the fish. The reason the North Umpqua river wa
closed between the highway bridge and the Winchestor
dam, upon the recommendation of local sportsmen. wos be
cause of this natural concentration of ish in that narea at
times, which disposes of Mr. Allon's argument that Rose
burg fishermen are given an advantage, for the pool in
which the fish congregate is closed. The only advantige
comes when fish drop back down stream, as they oceasion
ally do during certain water stages.

The fish ladder and the counting station are not operaled
on an eight-hour shift, as Mr. Allen savs
Rogs Newcomb, field agent for the game department.

reports that the counting station i manned consistently
from daylight until dark. Occasionally the gate i« elossd for
a short time during slack periods, but little interforene
18 offered to the free movement of h. Checks huve proven
conelusively that fish do migrate except diring -

light hours and that closing gates during hours of darkn

doeg not affect migration

There ix no question but that Htiong could be im
proved by a better fishway, particularly one located on i
south side of the river. Neweomb has recommended th
ingtallation in nearly all of his annual reports, but to dut
e game commissdion apparently has not had funds with
which to do the work,

The situation, however, is notl nearly as dark ss Mr, A
apparently has been led to beliove amd loss "
fish migration due to the Winchester dam are eirhigibl
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)Sialin Terms West German
Republic Turning Point
|'In The History Of Europe

By DEWITT MACK
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(AP Foreign Affairs Ansiysi

Russian Premier Joseph Stalln has sent a
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