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CAUSE FOR SUSPICION

By CHARLES V. STANTON

We do not mean to Imply that all people favoring creation
of & Columhia Valley Authority, as eurrently advocated by
Predident Truman, are Communiats. But we mention only
the obvious when we point out that known Communists,
Fellow Travelers and so-called “liberals" are loudly beating
the drums for the inter-regional program. The simple fact |
that radicnl leadership in so vehemently outzpoken for CVA |
would, alone, make us suspicious and wary.

If we follow the viver valley authority plan to its possible
culmination we find it could mark the end of our constitu-
titmal union of states, substituting a centralized foderal au-
thority on Communist pattern.

The proposed Columbia Valley Authority would set up
yogional controls through a board appointed at Washington,
D. €, Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana and Wyoming
wonld be affected, Development of the Pacific Northwest
would be very laegely controlled by the CVA hoard.

The point is made that huge sums of federal money would
be poured into the area to develop industrial resources, cre- |
ating more jobs and greater wealth, This is tempting if we
don't stop to realize that it takes tax money to pay federal
appropriations, When we consider that the federal govern-
ment is financed only through taxes, we find we arve heing
bribed with our own moneyv; that we are faced with the
theory of federal economists that the government knows best
how people’s money should he spent.

In Russin Lhe individual is a slave to the government, In
this country he in permitted n mensure of self-determins-
tion in his job and the government then taxes away his
profite—profits obtained either through wages or business,
One gtep further and thepe will be little difference between
Russia’s totalitarian power and this country's enslavery
through taxation.

CVA inherently would be in a position eventually to wipe
out state barriers,

Wehave o TVA, A Missourl Valley Authority is projected.

Consider the possibility that this country be divided into
river valley authorities embracing the entire aven. Then,
instead of 48 states, we would have gix or seven valley au-
tharities controlled directly from Washington.

Sinee the incaption of New Deal philosophies of govern-
ment, states® rights have been a stumbling bloek in the path
of the nation’s brain trusters, Scheme after scheme hag been
promulgated to break down privileges and authority granted
the states by the U, S, Constitution,

Proposed valley authorities, with their appeal of coordi-
nated planning, furnish the ideal vehicle to eliminate states
rights and poave the way for totalitarian economic and peliti
cal controls,

The Oregon Suitenman, Salom, asks:

How will a CVA davelep maore power than the Army
enginaars and RAeclamation Bureau In the Columbia Basin
pyatam? Wouldn't It mersly take aver their projecta? How
would it develop our arid Jands more completely than tha
Reolamation Bureau In now doing? How would a CVA make
navigation more efficlent? And how would it sponsor mare
new Industriea than Boneville has done under Dr. Raver?

The Eugene Registor-Guard points out that no assurance
has the Pacific Northwest
would have representation on the governing board, An “ad-

beon given thut the people of

visory" bourd hons been proposed, but, so far, the program
cills for direet control from Washington.
The Kegrat

r-fiunrd comments editorinily :

This paper is not opponed to public ownership of powar,
nor are wWe opposed 19 gavernment over these
malters whioh ara regional in scops, We dinlike even the
word “Authority”™ because of the dictatorjal power it gon
notes, but we would not oppose a reglonal government If it
waore one in which the poople of the Northwest had an ef.
fective vote, Wa beliave thare can and should be a PART.
NERSHIP between federal and local governmaent but never
A supargovernment in w

Th

ra jlanal

th the people have no voice

Regislev-invard adds in conclugion:

We prefer the political thinking of Thomas Jetfarson,
Samuel Adama, Ben Franklin to that of Richard Neuberger,
Meort Tomkins,

et al

Many port of CVA, belioy
Ing it L l development. Others
Tallow ¢ of adherence to political party lines.

Stll another group—the most vociferous—Iineludes knotwn
radicals, extrem bew Erars Fellaw velars..ate. The
very on of this Iatter group should ecause us to
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“Shucks, Nobody'll Believe I'm an Angel"
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Editorial
Comment

From The Oregon Press
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Alaska Tax Plan Backers of Columbia Basin
Authority Project Argue At
Hearing Opening in Portland

Said Barrier To
'Big Pulp Project

JUNEAU, Alaska, Frb, 319
The presi of a firm plan
ning a § .00 pulp plant in
Ketchik g the Senate Taxa-
tion Committese here he believe
A proposed one pereent property
tax on full value waould “put any
proposed project right out the
window.™

The statement was made by
Lawson Turcotte Ballinghe
Wash, president of the Ke
kan Pulp and Paper Co., in a
digcussion with the commitee on
plans for the big industrial pro-
jeet and the possible effects of
the tax bill which passed the
House [nst wook.

He told the Senators the cost
of huilding an Alaska plant and
golting an adequate water supply
would eompare to o S20,000,000
Inyour in the southeastern states,

“And If taxed one percent of
full value, no one would come
inte Alasks on that he
| declared.

“It's a question we |

of

basis,"”

tle before we po ahe
He sald such a tax 1
S320 per ton to extra Ad

costs which he described as *
formidable,™

estimated ghe total extrn
costs of financing, shipping and
Conadian rall tignsportation via

Prince Rupert, B. C, would make
the oost about £18 per ton above
similar Misslssippl production,
“To offset this pantinlly, we
hope we can put bigger logs Into
the mill cheaper than in the
states or British Columbia.”

Norway Explores
Proposal to Join
'Atlantic Alliance

OSLO, Norway, rhy, 2 (F: ]
Norway made {1 « r 1o Soviet
Russia today that this enuntry will
look thoroughly into the =ibili-
ties of tying up with the
Allinnee.

The government
note from her pe

replicd to n
thibar asking
the At
pact, Norway sald she will
ant hnses to foreign powers

about Norway's posilion on
Iantic

# she Is attncked or threat
ened with :

See talks

; Norway, S 1 and Den

ended with iny an

results Inst Sunday. A

man said 1o
i that Norway is
joln the Atlantic
pact does not
fuestion of join
cided upon until

West and 1 he
borders on t

lensive

NOTED COMPOSER DIES

HOLLYWOOD, Feb, 3 LN
e olhart vuiway. arnd
triieloa) nser for

mn two decades, Is deaidd at
o of 64,

« ddied here Tuesday
il monthe’ ilness

He won an academy awnrd for
sfeal seore of “The Wieard
and had written nuimerous
musical scores for pictures
vars in Hollyw'ood. They
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PORTLAND, Feb, 3.—4(8—The
proposed three billion dollar Co-
lumhia Basin development plan
got & hearty pat on the back as
a hesring opened yvesterday—hut
opponents were scheduled for
Inter appearance.

The seven-m

an board of engi:
neers [F'r'r rivers and !'I'-ll'lHIlS
which has already conducted
hearings at Spokane and Seattle
started off by hearing Oregon's
Gov. Douglas MeKay say the
state's rapid growth his been due
in considerable part to develop:
ment of the Columbia River.

“We are making an industrial
empite of a new pattern” the
governor sald, "and we want to
develop It in an orderly fashion.
We welcome the co-operation of
the federal government with this
understanding.”

Backing for a Columbia Valley
Authority almost—but not quite

got on the record at the morn-
Ing  sesslon, Maj, Gen. R. C.
Crawford, deputy chief of engi.
L who heads the board, told
witnesses at the sarller hearings
that talk of the CVA was not
gormane,

Bit Oregon Grange Master
Morton Tompkins led rvight up to
A CVA then stapped short.

The grange |s In hearty accord
with the development plan out-

|lined by the engineers, '}‘nmpklns
sald, adding “we urge you to pro-
ceed with speetl, for time is play-
ing heavily against us.™
Co.ordination Needed

But, he said, damz and flood
rontrol are only a part of the job.
There must be coordination all
down the line In soil conserva:

Yoncalla

Mrs. Norma Dav
| din-phonograph

won the ra-
combination,

twhieh the City of Yoncalla of-
| fered ax A prize for the polio
fund, Mprs. Harald Turpin won

the small radlo.

Mrs, Laura Ford of ida Grove,
In,, armfived here Saturday to
spend the remaining winter with
her brother and wife, Mr, and
Mrx, Nimpeks of Shoostring

Miss Zolin McDougall of Ru
mond spent the weekend hore
with her fiather and attending
the funeral of her unele, John
Kruse.

V. Mr, Byars, pagter of the
Methodist Church was
1 to Goldendnle, Wash,, by
serlous llnese of his father

™

the

DAM PROJECT QKd

PRINEVILLE. Fnb, 3 -1
The proposed S12.000,000 dam on
the Dieschutes r held the ap
proval of the amber of Com-
meree here today,

The chamber yvoled endorse
woject after a talk
by Hownrd W, Turner, one of the
neorg tors of the caompany
which soeks to bulld the hydro-
electric project

tion, forest utilization and refor
estation, mineral and industrial
development, protection nf fish
and wildlife resources.

“We reallze that in the prepar-
atlon of your program you have
utilized the services of other fed.
eral agencies,” he sald, "This Is
a most desirable form of coopera:
tion, but we of the grange do
not belieye this is enough. We
do not feel there (= any guaran.
tea that further programs will be
similarly coordinated, . . . The
Ciregon State Grange does not be
lieve that the present organiza
tion of federal agencies In the
Pacific Northwest can  provide
the full measire of continuous,
eo-ordinated attack which Is
negded on ot probiems,”

No Rate Boost Wanted

Hiliman Lueddemann, speak:
Ing for the Portland Chamber of
Commerce, called the engineers'
plan “fundamentally sound and
,I‘!rnnli enough in scope to serve as
the basis for the fullest possible
| conservation of land and water
resources of the reglon”

He =aid the chamber was not
opposed to one of the unique fea.
tures of the plan—use of power
reveriue to {inance irrigation
projects—provided that this ean
be accomplished without Inéreas
Ing power rates unduly."

Aeddemann added that ado
tion of the plan by Congress “is
esspritial to the malntenance of
regional and national economic
growth” and should be earried
out by existing federal agenciss
under existing laws which recog.

I nize the rights of the states and

the people.”

Ronald E, Jones, Salem; chailr
man of the Willamette River
Basin Commission, sald the Wil
lamette River plan—a part of the
over-all program—should be car
ried put as swiftly as possible,

"The largest percentage of Ores
gon's population growth has been
In the Willamette Valley,” he
sald, "The area In which many of
these people live every winter
faces the danger of helng wiped
off the map by floods."
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