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JAIL OR STRAIT JACKET?

By CHARLES V. STANTON

Having a good w who munagea to bring a little extra
income into the family eoffers, we fall into the eategory of
those taxpayers who mugt file income tax returns by Jan-
uary 16. Thus we have been wrestling vigorously with the
new “simplified" (2) form.

We were graatly encouriged at fivst when we picked up
the instruction pamphlet and found, under the heading
“Helpful Information,” the statement that

After roading these instructions you should be
able to prepare your own return, unless you had
complicated problems.

We didn't figure we had any “complicated problems' when
we started the task, but the further we proceeded the more
complicated our problems became,

We read 16 pages of instructions, If we hadn't read the
Instructions, we might have had a chance to fill out the form
correctly, but as it is we're No. 1 eandidate for the nuthouse. |

|
Iirst we're told to figure our “gross” income

Now our dictionary defines “gross gg “of relatively groat |
or canspicuous gize : thick, bulky, massive, big, burly, fat." |

Brother, that win't our income!

Then the instructions speak of “tentative
our dictionary =uys menns, “indefinite, experimentul,
ghift, temporary.”

Now, there's the right definition of our
it muke sense when we try ligure
Hunh Uh!

Wae tried to digest the section on “How to Choose Your |
Return for Simplicity and Lowest Tax," and studied all about |
long forms, short forms, medium forms, no forms, joint re-
ports, sepurate reports, marcied reports and single reports,
Then wa discovered we had no c¢hoice but to take the most
complicated of the optional statomoents,

HR

whit [1 |
male-

neome,

income! Hut :lm--i.

Lo out our rulmll.'
|

At lust having determined where to =tart, the next thing
wik to begin to commence.
The firat section of the report deals with “exemptions."

Looking up the word we found aynonyms to he “absolu

tion, dispensation, exculpation, exoneration.” Not knowing
what any of those words might mean, we went on tol
section 2.

“Income,"” As that ends up with “gross’ income, which
means “fat,’” and as we haven't any “fat"” income, we could

only leave that section Blank, ax we did No. 1.

The next part deals with addition and subtractions from
Soetions 1 and 2, and having made no entry in thoge spots,
we had no choice but to leave all the first page blank.

Noathing on Page 2 concerned our income, so wa could only
leave that page without entry.

Page 3, we found, vequired lists of contributions, interest,
taxes, medionl expenses and miscellaneous,

Seems to us that's prying into our private business, As ;
good Amerigan citizen, we ohiect to putting our personal af-
faivg in a public record, Another blank!

{1

Then we get down to “Computation :”

Subtract line from line 1—Multiply $400 by
page 1. Enter tentative tax., Take 17 per cent of
$400, add $100,000, plus 9.75 per cent of the excess
ovor 3100000, Multiply by two,

Something must Maybe we didnt got things

2

be wrong !

picced together properly alter they found uwz wandering
aroumd in the snow and fee in our shorts, tearing up the
pages of instraction into fine bits and togsing them over o
head to the chant of “I'm a snowman,"

The doctor, alter releasing us from the steait jacket, safd
we woren't erazy ; it was just n ense of mental fatigu

Now we ean't get our istroction gheot pieced back o
gether, We'll have to send for nnother. We ean't make the
Jan. 15 deadline

=0 they can put Wl can they

That's better 1) it airail el !
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FOR
SALE

‘1 West Roseburg.
-

Two new 3-bedroom home"

Strictly modern. One apartment house consisting

of 3 apartments, Good income property. One sub-
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