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HIGH MILK PRICES

By CHARLES V. STANTON

A statewide controversy concerning milk prices is grow-
ing in interest, ure will be placed upon the State
Legislature to cancel or drastically amend the current milk
law, Chain food stores, desiring to use milk as leaders — a
low-priced item designed to attract trade into the store—
are vigorously attacking existing controls on retail milk
prices in grocery Housewife organizations are heing
formed io wage war on milk price regulations.

The fight is interesting from a psychological viewpoint.

Housewives will tolerate price increases on most foods,
but when it comes to three essentials, milk, butter and eggs,
price boosts meet immediate eriticism and resistance.

A woman shopper who may have a bagful of luxury items,
and who is paying three and four times the prewar price
for eanned fruita or vegotables, will vehemently protast pay-
ing the current milk price, although it is congidernbly leas
in proportion of increase when compared with processed
foods. Yet the processing of milk for distributor delivery or
retail sale compares retiuired in
canning or freczing other types of foods, The handling costs
probably are closely comparable milk and
canned goods, vet the price increase has bheen conxiderahly
more on canned and processed foods than on milk.
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Rice, professor of public health of the Indiana University
School of Medicine,
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