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POWER OF THE PRESS

By CHARLES V. STANTON

0, €. Chapman, editor of the Oregon Voter does not agree
with our pre-election recommendation concerning the Boys
Camp bill and delivers a mild slap on the wrist in a recent
issue of his magazine as follows:

ix monih

(LTTIN than
year Bi00, wiw

Influence of the press was strikingly demonstrated hy
the editorial support given to the Boys Camp blll in ths
Roseburg NewsReview by Editor Stanton, an enthusiast
over the nolable record made by CCC camps. Stanton Iat
his enthusiaam blind him to the faulls of the state measurs,
80 It carried Dauglas County twao to one Yes. If that vols
had been reversed, as It was in some other countles where
newspapers put out more thorough analysis of the measurs
Itseif, the bill would not have bean carried in the state and
a sad mistake could have been avolded. Prestige, such an
that which Editor Stanton and his paper have esarned
through the years, carries reaponaibilities with It. Enthu-
slasm, uniess corrected by accurate Information, Is too likely
to misdirect * = *,

We have no apologies to make for our recommendation on
the Boys Camp hill. Editor Chapman, who vigorously and
ably opposed the measure, is entitled to his right to criticize
and we are glad to aid him in speaking his mind freely to our

readers, The thing we are interested in is Editor Chapman’s |

mention of the “influence of the press.”

Wea were trained in newspaper work in the days when the
press frequently was referred to as the “Moulder of Public

Opinion.” We're still looking for some evidence that lhei
press, through editorial columns, has any pronounced effect |
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TO FRIENDS
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BORN THIRTY YEARS TOO SOON

YOU MAKE

OUT OUR WAY By J. R. Williams
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When the time came to write
a Serap for Pearl Huarbor Day,
g0 many thoughts welled up In
my heart as 1 thought about that |

day tn 1941 —up until malltime 1|

|
up |

the |

erumpled
fire. (But

was still
Boraps

tossing
into the

task find the way,

Surely, surely, we can find the
way to work things out this time
without War? Let us be thankful
for the United Nations ldea, and
not be so quick to speak disap-
pointedly of its early cofforts!

upon the thinking of people as a whole, In fact, a few mouths | News.Review has u few for “any | Think how muny centurles It has |

ago we participated in an editorin]l roundtable discussion at

a meeting attended by some of the state's foremost editors|
|about that day. Not about

where the topie, half seriously and half facetiously proposed,
was: “Why Are Editors Always Wrong?"

Why did Oregon voters pass the old-age pension bill, unani-
mously oppoged by Ovegon newspapers, and at the game time
reject the transfer of funds from income tax surplus to ops
erating deficit, & proposal unanimonsly endorsed by news-
papers?

The majority of this country’s newspapers fought the New
Deal and Brain Truster experiments from the start of that
new ideology in government, vet the New Deal still is in the
satddle. President Truman won the recent presidentinl elec-
tion although the nation’s press, including many of the lead-
ing Democratic journals, largely supported Dewey.

day"—Just In case.)

But I go right on thinking

look In EJ's eyes as he came from |

i grocery where we hatl stopped |

taken this world, this compuny of
natlons, to get around to the try-

the | out of such a plan! Shall we com- | jjang

plain If It has to progress slowly
by teial and error, even as we

on the way home from a drive | Individually so often do In our
through the harbor, and sald in | small affairs? Rather let us hold
a queer, choked volce that shook [ up its hands by our prayerful
with anger and shock: “The Japs | s up port] our active encourage.

Why are editora always wrong? The discussion of that
question at our roundtable led to no conclusive answers, but

attacked Pearl Harbor" Not
about the way I took a firmer|
grip on that mental  Hfe-belt |
which every molther uses In times
when Life's seis seem stormy-— |
prayer, with work! Not about the |
three weeks In which we waited
for some word about our Ernest |
who was In Pearl Harbor that

day., Nor about our other lad,!
alsn,  Seventeen —still In  the|
Naval Statlon In San Diego . , .|

ment, our confidence,

A young sallor said to his|
mother, one dny, when he had
mide & lJopg trip home that
would give him just one hour
there before his leaving on the
return trip:

“Mom, I was thinking . . .
there was the difference of the
vounger generation In his volde,
a difference to cover deep Iml-LI
Ing. "If a fellow gives his life for |

we bolieve that the remson evidence of editorial influence iz |no, T think about toduy. This day | his country—oh, I expect to come

go generally negative {8 found in the fact that editors, for
the most part, are less inclined to be extremists than iz pop-
ulation an a whole, Editors are aware — keenly aware — of
their responsibility to provide information; not information
Titting their bellefs nlone, but information on both sides of

—can It possibly be seven yenvs
ater ?—when factors for Peace|
and War are so dellentely bal- |
anced In the scales aof Interna: |
tional relations that only by the
greatest dependence upon Divine |

back, Mom, don't go gettmg fun
ny Ideas about that--he's sort of,
well it's a little like lnying down
his life for his friend. A good
kind of way to go—If one has to"

The frultage of thousands of |

any controversial miutter. They normally are aware of trends |Buldanoe can our leaders entrust: | such sacrifices cannot be another

in thinking. They also are aware that their words may carry
some weight. Consequently, the very responsibility they bear
tends to make them cautious— less extreme perhaps than
their personal beliefs and opivions might warrant.

We believe the press has more influence than is in evi-
dence, It is our opinion that the press acts as a brake on
trends to extremes; that if it were not for cautionary admo-

nition from the press our political pendulum would be much |

more extremely agitated.

We hear widespread criticism of the press from critics
who denounce it as the tool of specinl interests. Yet that
eriticism is very obviously vefuted in any analysis of the
press,

With but faw exceptions, newspapers endeavor to give in-
formation on both sides of any issue regardless of editorial
opinions. Editors are not always in agreement among them-
selves, Prior to the recent election, we seanned exch
very carefully for editorial opinion on the various candidates
and measures, We found few of them in compleéte agreement.

ed with the responsibility of this!

war!

Editorial Comment

From The Oregon Press

THE CLOCK TICKS

(The Orvegon Journsl )

“By seelng how traffic vietims |
die, you may learn how to HNve"
The arresting line which we
have just quoted Is contained In
as graphie a presentation ns Ore
gon people have ever seen, 1t is
the Oregon, 1948, Traffic Annual
published by the traffic safety

division of Secretary of State
Earl Newhry,
In charts and text are the

proof of a statement made more
than once on this page traffic
safety becomes Important when
it Is personal, and usually after

anges |ru\ accldent.

As setting, 16t us repeat that
motor actidents dropped to their
alktime  low  during the war

And the only two measures on which nearly all were in|¥ears, This was doubtless due to

accord went exactly opposite to editorial recammendition

or profound influence?
We only wish we could believe we have as much influence
as Editor Chapman so kindly ascribes to us,

Higher Postal Rates To ::;i}::!n Mrs
Be Asked of Congress '

Morris complained of a ehiil
WASHINGTON, Dec, 8

Shub had stoved In a

and his wite weni to the chest Lo

[ get him another blanket. Befare

Postmuster Donaldson announced |placing it on his bed, she shook |
Congress  the blanket out of the window to |

he will ask the new
to hoost rates on all
cept firat class,

F)urmllimn tald newskmen  (hat
higher rates “will have to come
an all low revenue - producing
mail."

He sald incroases will be usked
for second claks mall, newspu}wm|
and magazines; third class, cir

vid Wt of eamphor flnkes

On Thursdny Morrls was taken
1 & hospital and Mrs. Shub dis
clied she would have 1o use some
of thelr savitgs for the hospital
expenses. She looked In the cliest
but the money was gone —a ipar.
ently, she sald, when she shook
that blanket ot of the window.

mall ex-

citlars  and advertising; fourth| Morrls died Suritay
class, pnrerlh post; and r;rlu-cinl
services, such as money arders. |
Donaldson told rporters the supplﬂ'ﬂ.ﬂf for Panama

Peat Office department will have | Canal to be Surveye
an all-time record deficit of 8550, | paypay e ‘ d
000,000 at the cloge ~* this fiseal [ A7 B (RN cone,  Dee
! - ; oup of &
PANE next i‘r_“:_:m' gineers started Monday 1o survey
0 proposed Interocvan  eanal

Mo“v lﬂv.‘d for Burial ilhr'.lu;th Northern Colambia to
Costs G:' Out Window | supplement the Panama Canal

The territory under study for
PHILADELPHIA, Iwc. § — i |a new  seadevel waterway s
~For 25 years Morris Shub and | known as the Atrato-Truindoe

hin wife, Marsha, saved toward (route. It is roughly 200 miles
thelr eventual burial expenses. | southeast of the Panama Canal

When Morrie became 111 last |and would connect the gulfl of
Wednesday, they had $2,000 tuck- | Uraba on the Atlantle with Hum.
&d awny in the folds of a blanket ' boldt Bav on the Pacific.

r..

resteietions on speed which were,

v [In overall traffic movement, of
In the face of that record who can elaim a “subsidized press’ |

fective, although, with this ad
mission, ofe s not going to for.
et the reckless, fendersmash
Ing, rice, morning and evening,
to and from the shipvards

After the war, nceldents mul
tplled. In 146 came “the all-time
peak slaughter of 482 persons."”

Then something hnppened, Last
yvear the number of persons killed
for oach 100 million miles of
teavel dropped to the lowest point
on record, although motoring as
cended as If by Jet propulsion

Whnt maken people gel hurt
and some die, and smash their
Cars n Oregon's highways and
streets? We consult ngain the ex-
eallent traffic annual

Collisions betwesn cars cause
two thirds of the injuries, one
third of the deaths, But the
chance of death I8 greatest when
pedestrians tangle with cars

And close by in destruction of
e and of cars are the smash-
ups that result from speed often
coupled with disregard for the
cotidition of the road,

Where Is diiving most danger.
ous, in the town or in the coun:
iry?

This Is surprising. There were
15,6768 accidents In the cities 1o
17,014 In rural areas

But there were 347 traffic
deaths In rural areas to 92 in the
citles (the fgures are 1947

We still think the
drivers are the more dangerous
because more reckless, despite
figures which show  that the
greatest number of aceldents are

younger |
[a hole In the

jeredited to deivers between (he
lages of 30 and 36,

and on their
heels the drivers 19 to 24,

We're sure the difference is ace
counted for by the greater num-
ber of drivers In the older age |
brackets. And the traffic annunl
adds ominously:

The accidents of teen-age driv-

ers are more likely to be fatal
than those of any other nge
group.

Drivers 55 to 59 “are least |1|i1'-|
Iy to be (nvolved in a death|
crash.” Fatalitiées among drivers
more than 60 begin to climb
again,

Mere men will say—In & vae
vivty of stinglng and sarcastic

ways—that women are the peril
of the highways. But the offieial
recol'd shows, for* the last year, |
that "women suifered 40 per cent
(4765) of the casualties but only
28 per vent (124) of the deaths”
Men suffered 60 per oent (712410
of the ciasualties and 72 per cent
L3150 of the deaths

Make safety personal. That's
The final answer tn Oregon whoroe
the Inexorable clock ticks away
an accldent every 8 minutes, an
Injury every 46 minutes and a
doath every 20 hours,

Boys Follow Girls In
Death From Gas Poison

VERNONIA, Qre, Doe
The

B
Lovers Lane” tragedy has

claimed the llves of the tvn boy

friends of givls fournd dead
thelr arms early Sund
Robert 1. Phillips,
and Allen Jurvakalhen
skanie, succumbed Monoay night
in a Portland hospital to earbon
monoxide polsoning. They had
never  regained | consciousness
sinee removal from the fumes
Filled conapus.
The girls

Hernadine King and

Mary Lou Wolfl, both 16, from
Vernonin, were dead when the
l\,ll"m‘d automobile was  notleed
W oa funcral parlor worker., He
hadd driv 1o, the cemetery near
Where  the two  couples  were
ke, >

State police said a plece of
Hre Innertube had falle. theough
FRAT compariment
floor,” eatching on the exhaust
pipe amd diverting the fumes in
o the car

| mother

German Girl In
Male Disquise As
Miner Is Jailed

KIEL, Germany A — No
German law forbids women from
working in mines—but a girl who
teied [t In male disguise Janded
in jnil for three months,

A postér of the German Ruhr
Coal Mines Administration calle
Ing on the homeless German
youth to come to work, gave her
the ldea. She decided to become
a miner. “The American and Brit-
Ish-sponsored enlistment program
provided for better lving condl-
clothing, better and higher

| tood ratlons, tobacco and lIl'[tmr'1

rations,

Ursuln:  and her old ailing
mother had not had any of this
since they had fled from their
hometown of Koenigsberg in Enst
Prussin, now Kaliningrad in
soviel Russia. For two years they
had lived in a slumdike refugee
quarter in a small Schleswig Fol.
stein village, Collee, cocon, bas
con and an adeguate wage with
which she could support her
and  provide  medleal
treatment for her made her de-
cide quickly, she told the judges

She plit on slacks, cut her halr,
handaged Her breasts and en
lHsted at the labor offlee for the
Ruhr eoal mines as Peter Klen-

Kles,
None of her “buddies” down in
the pit recognized Peter as a

member of the wealker sex. She
worked four months, but fell il
and had 1o leave her job.

When she returned to  her
mother, the police got wind of
“Peter” and summoned her to
court, on charges of “document
forgery and illegal name
chiange"

A three-months' jall sentence
wis the lowest punishment the
court could find for the offense.

Radiation Injury Fears

Declared Unwarranted
SAN FRANCISCO, Dee, 8.0/
People are developing unwar-

ranted fears about the danger of

radlation injury in an area that
his  been blasted by an  atom
boimb, Col. J, P. Cooney, an Army
expert on the subject, auserted
here

Rudiation remaining

alter an

arrinl Asbomb burst Is "ingignifi- |

cant,” Col. Cooney, asserted in a
puper prepared for delivery 1o
the Radiological Society of North
Ameriea,

The only “signiflcamt™ radia-
tion, he said, lasts a small frac
ton of a second aflter the ex-
plosion and never extends more
than 2000 yards from the spot
directed below the hlast

It is unlikely that fission prod:
ets or her materinl from an
atom bamb could poison a cliv's
waler svstem, Col. Cooney stated

“All the ovidence at hand at
present  indicates,”  he added
‘that after paxsing through a
modern filtration plant the water
at the tap would be it to drink.”

George L King of England for
three years, could nelther spenk
Nnor write the English language

ESDAY, DECEMBER 8,

] | cuss amid thelr talk of high liv-|

1948

Japanese People
Trying to Forget
Pearl Harbor Day

TOKYO, Dec. B—(#—A bridge
of years leads back o Pearl Har-
bor todayv—-and the day the Jap
anese would like to forget. »

Spven years ago crowds of Jap-
anese stood in amazement on
street corners while newspapers
flashed news of the attack. (The
attack on Pear] Harbor was on
the Dec, 7 . 8. date, but Dec. 8
Tokyo time. )

Many Japanese wepe ln}fsmrl-
cally proud the “holy war"' had
come at last. Some were sad,
Others resigned.
| The rutted streets of Talkyo
{were crowded again today. The
| people had a new surprise to dis-

ing costs—the Supreme Court of
the United States had decided to
consider wwhether to hear ap
peals of thelr warlords,

Last night hundreds of Amerl-
cans attended a speclal charlty
show to ralge funds to bhuy milk
for Japanese children.

Businessmen In patched over-
coats today eagerly discussed the
decision of the Far Eastern Com-
mission in Washington fto let
them expand foreign trade—If
thlny can produce the goods 1o
sell

There was no speclal recolles.
(tion of Pearl Harbor Dayv—pex.
erpt in individual memory—even
among American combat voter-
ans still sprinkled in occupation
forces. There are no monuments
fn Japan to that day—except for
the war mained on the streets,

Some Japanese are ashameqd of
that day and want to forget It
Others belieye It was mistaken
strategy and that an empire could
haye been won more cleverly.

All Japanese, Jooking At thelr
ruined bulldings and exuaggerat-
Ing their troubles, know [t wis |
a failure. In theie code, fallure |
In a cardingl sin. And they have
done thelr best to forget this ono.

Degrees to College
Grads Set Record

NEW YORK — (T — A record
breaking number of degrees were
carned by collepe ginduntes
during the year 194748,

! Accarding to Robert C. Stary,
Eduecational Statisticlan, U, 5,
Office of Education, approximate.

|1y 314,000 degrees were conferred
|during this peviod. This exceeds
Ithe previous record, set in 1939
40, by almost 100,000,

Of the group, 174,000 men
und 85,000 women received the
| bachelor's degree and 46,000, ad-
Ivaneed degrees,
| On'the buchelor's level most de.
grees were conferred inbusin
ant commoerce; In englneering
{and In edugation, The leading
| fields of study on the master's
| level were education, engineer-
Ing, and businesz und commerce
in the order named. |

The universitles granting the
lavgest numbers of deprees In- |
c¢luded: New York University, 7,
1590 University of Minnesoti,
| 359; Unlversity of Calllornia, |
d0T; University of Michigan, |
801; Unlversity of Tllinols, 5797,
University of Wisconsin, 4,7 i

5

English was the subject in
which the greatest number of in-
stitutions conferred bachelor's de-
grees.  Other  leading  subjects
were: History, chemistry, educa-
tion, mathematics and blology.

DRIVER EXAMS DATED

A driver's lleense examiner
will be on duty In Roseburg at
the City Hall between the hours
of 9 am. and 5 pm Thursday
und Friday, Dee. 9 and 10,

The rhea, found only in Suuth'
America, Is a small ostrich. Tts
feathers have conskderable mar
ket wulue;, but the bird does not
have the fine plumes of Its larger
relative, .

LOXIDE HOMES

Variety ol Floor Plans
Free Estimates

|
|

ONLY T

We have the correct

long-lasting concrete.

We make the best concrete money con buy.

our customers the correct aggregates for

PRE-MIX CONCRETE CO.
Phane 620

Wea don't sell all the conerete In town hut we sell

the best conerete in town,

HE BEST

batching plont to give

GET ON A PAYROLL
SAVINGS PLANYS

AUTOMATIC SAVING 1S SURE
SAVING—U.S. SAVINGS BONDS

Douglas County State Bank

Deposit Insurance Corp.

MINDS ME ~ ONLY

- THAT RE
ES AT e MY CHRISTMAS

DAYS LEFT T0 00
SHOPPING AT * Lester's Gift Shop
337 M. Jockson Strec

5% CASH DISCOUNT

Until January Tst
Collins Electric Water Heaters—Table Top

Co-op Refrigerators Washing Machines

Co-op Deep Freezers

Bathroom Sets, completa

BUY WHERE YOU SHARE IN THE SAVINGS

DOUGLAS COUNTY

Farm Bureau Co-Operative Exchange
| ROSEBURG, OREGON

Located—W. Washington St. and 5. P. R, R. Tracks

The *GO-ANYWHERE" %
TIRE FOR PASSENGER
CARS AND TRUCKS

Stidtded Sure-Grip

The Studded Sure Grip Tire — specially designed
by Goodyear to meet the needs of car and truck
ownera who must operate vehicles without Inter-
ruption on all kinds of roads the year around —
tates.lop place for iraction in mud and snow,

Elfective forward or reversa,
the sharp-sedged atuds gel you
out of tight places—keep you

going where conventional
treads only get you stuck.

TERMS AS LOW AS $1.25 A WEEK
ON OUR EASY PAY PLAN

Hansen Motor Co,

Tire Dept.
Oaok & Stephens
ROSEBURG, ORE,




