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OUR OWN TRAVEL SYSTEM

By CHARLES V. STANTON

Having sprung our idea for a publicly owned Southern
Oregon Transit System, we feel the plan is entitled to
further discussion.

Our proposal is that the cities and counties of Southern
Oregon study creation of a cooperative municipal system
to operate an interurban passenger service as a joint user
over the Southern Pacifie tracks in Western Oregon. Local
gervice would be provided between Southern Oregon com-
munities, Service in the Willamette Valley would be limited
to picking up or discharging passengers enrotute to or from
Southern Oregon points from Cottage Grove south to Ash-
land. The syatem, however, would extend from Ashland to
Portland. Being entirely within Oregon it would be subject
to supervizsion by the Oregon Public Utilities Commission
rather than the Federal Interstate Commerce (‘ommission.

Under this plan, ench of the counties, Josephine, Jack- |
son, Douglas and Lane, together with the principal munici-
palities in those counties would contribute to a fund with
which to purchase diesel-powered coaches. Enough conches
should be obtained to provide at least two daytime schedules
in each direction and one schedule at night. The coaches
should be air conditioned, comfortable—possibly of the club
ear class—and night conches should have berths.

Our existing train, the “midnight rattler” or “Jerky-
Worky", whichever you may prefer to call it, uses more
than 12 hours hetween Medford and Portland—eight hours
between Roseburg and Portland, 200 miles. The diesel coach,
with few stops in the Willamette Valley, could easily cover |
the same distance in not to exceed six hours from Medford
and four hours from Roseburg,

The Southern (Friendly?) Pacific claims the volume of
passenger business is too light in Southern Oregon to permit
profitable operation of a train. We do not question this|
claim, insofar as it applies to steam trains. But one has
only to travel the busses to realize there is a tremendous
volume of local patronsge available, Some people may lik|-|
bus travel. Personally we would greatly prefer some other
means of transportation.

We believe the Southern Pacific company (Friendly?)
could easily promote sufficlent passenger traffic to show a
profit if it would depart from its traditional defeatist poli-
cies and go into competition for business as some Eastern
lines are doing quite succeasfully.

We believe an interurban service in Oregon in place of |
steam trains would be profitable; 8. P. officials—and we |
yield that they individually merit the “Friendly” adjective
which the company appropriates to itself—tell us we're
crazy. The business is not here, they say, Crazy or not, we
reserve the right to disagree.

We believe an interurban service, such ns we have de-
geribed, would capture a large share of the bus travel and
would take great numbers of private cars off our congested
highwavs, Who would drive his car to Portland, unless
taking the whole family, if he could ride in a comfortable
coach in the same clapsed time and at less cost! Of course,
some people want their cars for transportation after reach-
ing the city, but we'll gamble that a lot of them would leave
their own cars at home and use taxis, or U-drive cars if
thov had an attractive means of travel between terminal
points,

Lot's assume, however, for sake of argument, that the
Southern Oregon Municipal Transit System couldn’t make
ends meet and had to finance an annual operating deficit, |
How much deficit could such an operation stand, in view
of the inereased prosperity and tax income it would bring o
the affected communities? In our opinion, we could afford |
to pay a considerable sum from the publie treasury to have |
this utility at our service. |

It is our opinion that the (Friendly?) Southern Pacific|
policy makers are remiss in their responsibility to the
Southern Oregon area when they refuse to provide passenger
service, even though some loss must be incurrved, Certainly
the volume of freight traffic handled from this rapidly
growing section of the state should merit some consideration |
in the way of good-will passenger service, if the company's
policy was actuated by moral rather than strictly financial
reasons. We'll bet that if competition were threatened there
would be & quick about-face by the policy makers!

But, in view of the monopoly maintained by the Southern
{(Friendly 7) Pacific, and the rensonuble expectation that this
monopoly will maintain for many years to come, we believe
it wonld be well for the Southern Oregon section, as a whole,
to give serious consideration to setting up its own transpor-
tation utility,

We think it could be done. Wa'd like to see it investigated.
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West Hemisphere
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FER TOMATOES AN'
EGGS BACK THERE!

e A W

N

Mutual Defense
Pact Now in Force

WASHINGTON, Dec. 609
A mutunl pact aimed at protect-
ing the American republics from
any aggressor went [nto force
Friday.

The agreement for collective
action In the event of attack was
drafted Jast vear by 19 Western
| Hemisphere nations at Rio De
| Janeira,

It became a working reality
| shortly when the Costa Rican am-
| bassador, Marlo Esquivel, signed

documents signifying his coun:
try's approval of the treaty.

Costa Rica was the 14th na.
| tlon to deposiv [ts ratifieation,
| making the necessary two-thirds

of the 21 republice to bring the
| pagt into foree,
| ‘The ceremony at Pan-American
Unlon was attended by Undersec.
retary of State Lovett, Senators
Vandenberg (R.-Mich.) and Con-
ally 1D.-Tex.), top men on the
Senate forelgn rr*sl:\llom commit-
| tee, and Latin American diplo-
mits.

Almed at shielding the Amerl.
| eas from pole to pole, the treaty
was negotiated in August 1947 at
the Rip conference, climaxing
vedrs of efforts to unite the New

NVorld nations for self-defonse,

President Truman told the dele-
gates then that the accord was a
maodel for international coopera:
tion. And it s rx}mrto:! tn serve
In that capacity whon work starts
|on the propesed Atlantle pact-
which would tle the United Stutes
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B Y NER DERVICE THE

WHY MOTHERS GET GRAY

By Viahnett S. Martin §/

The more I read about the ex-
periences of the early settlers,

whatever part of the country
they may have been In, the more |
I am Impressed by the [act that
they had a way of taking every:
thing In stride, and making the
best of It, and really enjoving life.
Sometimes we of this twentieth
century are Inelined to be ‘sorry’ |
for them, Hore Is a sample from |
Onida (S8, ) Watchman of the
1880

The seitlers soon had a band
which, one day, set out for n!
nelghboring town, Blunt, to tuke |
part in a Fourth of July celebia.
tlan, The bandsmen with thelr|
Instruments rode in a large hay- |
rack, drawn by “four horses (a
pair of spirited bays In the lead
and a wheel pair of powerful
rangy horses).” The account (s
n the History of Sully County
camplled by the Old Settlers’ As
soclation

“A “top buggy' came up behind
the bandwagon and attempted to
pass. The band boys vaised a
flerce  yell, tooted thelr horns, |
and a race was on. The lead pair
snapped Into i1, and the big
wheelers  stretched  thelr great
legs fore and alt to great speed.
For one exciting minute the band
wiagon rocked along at breakneck
gait; directly one of the wheel!

In tﬁay’s Néws

(Continued from Page One)

ON THE LIBERTIES OF THE
PEOPLE.

That's a thought worth keep
Ing

| catapanited through

| hooks

horses lurched his big, galloping|
feet over the ‘lead bars;' instant.|
ly he was stretched out fat, his
harness torn off over his head,
and the wheels of one side of the
bandwagon ran over him, upset
ting the wagon and throwing

men, horns and equipment over!Ing stiates are paying $80

the top of the rack, various ejac-
ulntions rent the air, but the only
remark that has been hanrim‘ll,
down to posterity was (hat ol
‘Uncle John' Garner, senior mem-
ber of the band, who had strong-
Iy protested against the race.
"*Uncle John,' clinging lrmly
to his big bass drum as he was
the alr,
shouted ‘I told you so, boys, I told
you so!' The band instruments
carried the marks of that upset

{10 their last davs. It is to be
| hoped the same may not be sald
Lof any of the players"

There were thrée churches In
the early beginnings of Onlda:

Baptist, Presbyterinn and L'-ongrf-l

gational, The services were held
at different times so that the one
cholr could sing at each service.

“The early seéttlers strove o
provide for the esthetic life of
the young people.
hard times there was always a
'‘will' and consequently a ‘way'

|
|t furnish a teacher of vocal mu-

sic . .. an elocution teacher . .
and a bandmaster.”

the counterfelters would
have bheen better off If they had

worked for a living,

ERE'S another one from New
York:
“A huge quantity of nareotics,

| which pollce sald apparently was

destined for sale in the Broadway

| theatrieal and night ¢lub distriet,

N a small town In Tennessee a
I colored man eénters a crowded
bus, sits down by a white man
and refuses to move when told to
o s0, Somebody pulls a gun,
shooting starts and when it dies
down five persons are wounded.

It's bad, any way you look at It
A bus is a public conveyance, A
colored man has as much right
to o seat In it as & white man.
Unly INTOLERANCE can deny
that vight

Stlll, shooting Is bad, toa,

A little maore tolerance would
have prevented It

N Wetumpa, the

Alabama, In

heart of the deep South, an all- |

white Jury tries n white man for
raping a colored woman, finds
Him guilty and sends him to
prison for 45 years, The Jurors go
farther and try to fix it so he
can't get a pardon or a parole,
but the judge tells them “not to
worry about that"

Anyway, the Jurymen recog-
nized the fundamental fact that
a crime is a crime, no matter how
the lines of color may le

That is progress toward greater
tolerance,

ECRET service agents and fid

eral reserve bank offiflals tell
us thiat a "fiood™ of counterfeit
$10 and $20 bills, running pos:
sibly o the millions, has been
loosed on the country. New York
City seents to have been the prin
clpal dumping ground,

L the total of these phiony bills
rung Into the milllons, somebody
must have made quite a Killing,
1t sounds Hike easy money, but
this writer Is fundamentally
nalve and trusting as to believe
that In the final balancing of the

L]

o

was seized last night. . . . Pollee
eitimated the ‘street sale' value
of the narcotics, which Included
61 pounds of heroin and 3800 mor-
phine tabiets, at motre than three
quarters of a miillon tollars.”

Why Is a little dab of stuff vou
could carry in your hip pocket,
along with your handkerchief and
your kewys, worth s0 much
maney T

The answer Is that PEOPLE
ARE WILLING TO PAY THE
PRICE.

TNH moral?

There lan't any

Sinee the world began there
have baan foollsh people. It |s a
guess that as long as the
world goes on there will be fool
ish peaple.

Still, here's a thought:

New  York's theatrieal and
night ¢lub distriet is perhaps the
most glamorous spot on earth.
Yet its denlzens are so bored with
It all that they are willing to pay
hoavy money [or NARCOTICS
that will provide them with a
lemporary escape from the drab.
ness of thelr lives

All 1s not gold that glitters,

safe

Lobbying Act Vielation

Denied by Slaughter
WASHINGTON, Dee 6450
Former Rep. Roger C. Slaughter,
Missourt Democrat who is ot odds

| when [t comes (o paying pensions

| and Canada into a mutual defense
|agreement with the Western Eu.
| Topean union,

The inter-American treaty,
which is based on the United Na-
tions charter, provides;

1. Immediate military
ance by all of the American states
to any member attacked by an-
other hemisphere nation. The fors
elgn ministers are empowered to
Issue a "eease fire” order and to
'spell out what [further help
| should be given the nation under
nitack.

2.4 &

Editorial
Comment

From The Oregon Press

FINANCING OLD AGE
PENSIONS

(The Oregon Statesman)

A conttibutor to our Safety |

Valve In an adjoining column |

asks why the state s “broke"

member s attacked by
an oltside power, all the treaty
| signatories will hold Immediate

for th Ay fin Bupda s | consultations to declde what steps
under the new law, while border- |4 needed to saleguard the hem-

,F“" | Isphere.

month in old age penslons. The | “rhe New World nations spiied-
Immediate answer s that both |fled that thelr “security zone"
Washington and Californin levy |extends from the North to the
sales tiuxes which produce large | South Pale, including the whole
sums In revenues. In Washing: | North American continent as far

assist- |

Salt Lake City Man Heads
| Assn, of Manufacturers

NEW YORK, Dec. 6—0P—Wal
|1ace F. Bennett, S0yearald head
of a Salt Lake City paint and
| varnlsh manufacturing firm, Is
the now president of the Nationzl
Association of Manufacturers.

His elsction was announeced nt
the elose of the second day of the
NAM's 53rd annual Congress ‘of
American Industry.
winfy selection as president of
the. NAM," Bennctt said, “Is a
recognition of the growing im-

rtance of western industry.
his: i the first time the presi-
dency of the NAM has gone west
of Chicago,

Bennett, whose paint company
employs about 225 workers, sald

e —

s electlon alsg Is “a ' reco,
L

Iinn
busi.
s

k "Seypnty perceent of the NaMm
members have less than 250 em.
ployes,” he sald, "I am selected
from & compuny In this class"
Bennett, who has served as a
anal vice president and diree.
tor of the NAM, succeeds Morr|s
Suyre, president of the Corn
Products Refining Co, Sayre be.

Jf the Importance of sma

rames chalrman of the NAM

board on Jan. 1, i
RELIEF CHECKS MAILED |!

PORTLAND, Dee. 6—F) —
Oregon’s December reliel checks
went Into the mail Friday. They
had oeen held up pending ar-
rivil of federal funds from Wash. |}
ington, D. C. 'The fedaral cheek
wits delayed in the' mail, !

DO YOU

That Arthritis,

cause and get well,

301 E, Cass St

Dr. M. C. Cassel i

Chiropractic Physician

—

KNOW? |

Rheumatism, Heart, Stomach, |
Headaches, Dizziness, Gastritis and about 95%
of all ailments are coused by spinal and toxic |
conditions existing in your body.

Remove the

Phone 1407

‘ROSEBURG

440 N. Jackson :

CABINET & SUPPLY

Jf 3¢'s Made Cf Wood We

BEST TIME!

Make THIS Christmas the oc.
casion for giving your house.
hold the convenlence -and mod-
ern attractiveness of & custorn.
planned Cabinet Kitchen. Every
inch of space utilized—every
fool of shelves and xhorage
spiace convenient to reach —
bt eoncenled from sight! Ask
us for—{ree!—sketch-plang and
estimite;

_ Maie Jt
“The Home of Boyson Paint”

Phone 303

In spite of

may find It npecessary to In-
credase the sales tax from three
to five per cent to finance & re-

there,

Oregon, It Is not necessary
to add, has regularly voted down |
n sales tax or other tax even |

{when tied to finaneing grants or |

| penslons for the aged.
It Is true that we have

an |

|Income tax which currently Is |

sroducing more revenue than can

*ospent under presert laws lor
support of state government and
|school assistance. But It vlelds
no sums which would finance the
inlrl age pension voted last week.
| Also, the voters, In the same elec-
|I1<ln. voted to raplse Income tax
i['Nl_’lT]]]”llll.\ which will reduce the
| proceeds of the Income tax.

As far as putting the burden
on property the public reaction
against the present property tax
load certainly Iz not favorable
to the increase which would be
required 1o pay $5 a month
ifn‘ln,-:i-lnﬁ to all eligible under the
aw thiat was Just approved. Oth-

“ler attempts to increase state reve-

tobaceo tax, has regularly been
voted down by the people,
Every tax bill passed by the
| legislature Is xubject to the gaunt-
{let of the referendum. That han
| dicaps the legisiature trom find.
|Inz any solution to the state’s
fiscal problems. Certainly the leg-
[slature should not pass a pens
sion bill to be financed by a sales
tax, because it would be referred
and defeated. (That would be a
‘tmnxp;u'a-nl fool on the peapled.
What the legislature will have
to do 15 to revise the laws coyv-
ering old age assistance, Nothing
should be done to put in jeo-
pardy the amounts pavable by
the federal government, The prin-
cipal problem s to provide reves
|nl1r‘\ In addition to liquor reve.
nues to finance the public wel
fare program. This can be done,
but it will require a reenact.
ment of the corporation excise
tax iporhaps also of the income
fax) to permit recelpts to be
available for general appropria
tion. We believe it will be pos
sible under such a plan to bring
up the average ;{I'-in!J--qhi ellgible
elderly persoms to $50 a month.
It Is important that the legls
lature appronch the problem In
the right spirit, not to ignore the
people’'s wvote because the biil
wssed may be unconstitutional,
wt with' a sipeore desire to deal
fustly with older eitizens in need
of public assistance with  due
regard, of course, to funds avail.
able and other obligations of the
state

|
‘nuu.-. for Instance the cigaret or

SIFTING PLAN NEEDED

iThe OQregonlan)
The opinlon of Attorney Gen.
eral Neuner that the new pen.
slon act Is incomplete, inoperat.

ive and not self-executing is, we
belleve, sound. The sponsors of
the bill did apparently endeayor
to make portions of it self-execuf.
ing amd portions ot it a directive
to the legislature. But In the for-

mer particular it is so loosely
worded that It ls Impossible to
compose the two intents

The opinion, uniess challenged
In the courts, is presumably sufti-
|elent basls for [nactlon by the
fwelfare commission or other state
officlals toward putting into &f

with Preside Truman, pleaded
innocent Friday io a charge |fect any of the vague provisions
of violating a law requiring lob of the act. A court ruling on its
bvists to register with Cong constitutionality Is desi le, but
Defense attorneys promptiy ad. [even without ane, the act could
vised Federal Distriet Judee |now seemingly be lJeft inoperabie
Henry A, Schwelnhant they will [until the leglslature acts, as it
wrok ik <al of the indictment, Fsurely will act on the subject of

Schwelnhaut  gave them until joldage pen The needy pen
e, M 1o take further action | Slonprs v and have been
and extended Slaughter's $1,000 lon the rolls will receive theis
sand. No trial date was set customary monthly checks based

T

| at the malter

ton It Is suggested that the state | East as Greenland, |

: Russia's _P;opcgundu l
cently-voled Increase in pensions | For Japan is Tangled

TOKYO, Dee. 643 —Is Rus
sia's propaganida line in Tokyo
tangled? |

The latest Soviet propaganda
to Japanese Communists has it
that “the Soviet people desire
the evacuation of occupation
troops from Japan,” but “looking
rom all angles, 1
is easy to see that American
forces have no Intention of leav

g Japan”

owever, In Washington, Rus
sian Ambssador Panvushkin
charged Thursday that General
Douglas MacArthur has falled to
take “adequate measures” o dis
arm Japan.

Cigaret Yending Devices

Win in Portland Dispute

PORTLAND, Dec, 6—-4F—Cig-
aret vending machines will be
legal in publie places here after
Jan. 1.

The Clty Council decided. 1o
legalize the machines despite pro-
teste of several teachers and
church groups.

on the old law, for federal share
of their cost, which was depen-
dent upon the attorney general's
construction of the new act. Cne
deplorable effect of adoption of
the bill is thus removed—the sus-
pension of December checks.

Presentation to the people and |
thelr unwitting adoption of so |
fantastle a measure as this pen.
sion bill emphasizes the need In |
Oregon for some kind of official
sifting process. In Wisconsin there
s o state legislative research bu-
read, o which measures must
be submitted and which takes the
kinks out of them.

Suggestod alternatives are pres
submission of initiated measures
to the supre court for deela-
tory judyg as to their consti-
tutionality and meaning. Another
Is presubmission of them to the
attorney  general for clarifica:
tion or for his opinion on ttelr
constitutionality, One version of |
the last named plan would muake
the attorney general's opinion |
only advisory. If adverse to the
bill its sponsors could go ahead |
nnvway and take their chances |
an 1ts being upheld by the supreme |
eourt If it should be :1p|u'u\,'t.'nl|
by the people. But the voters
would be ono notloe as to t!w|
Iil's probable defects,

Next Time

Let US pay your family's
Hospital Bills ...

Surgical Expenses, Too!

Investigate our low cost hos.
pltal plan for individuals, fami
tes and groups. Call
W. R. "Bill" Patterson
Phone 863-YX

BENEFICIAL

Stiandard Life Insurance Co,
An old line legal réserve
company

! One For You%

LADIES

Do You Have Enough Sidewalk?
Is Your Husband Too Busy to Build

We can furnish the lumber already cut to
length at a price you ean afford.
—You Can Nail It Together—

For a Sturdy Walk to Keep Feet Cleaner
and the Mud OQutside.

Douglas County Lumber Company

1 Mile North en Hiway 99
Phone 1090

SENZATIONAL LIMITED
TIME OFFER!

4

NOW!

V4 .
N e

TRADE IN TODAY
ON THE SENSATIONAL NEW

CLEAN-AIR CLEANER

GET THIS *24.95 CHEST-A-SEAT
IN EXCHANGE FOR YOUR OLD CLEANER

ERE'S the npuy of a lifetime.*
You trade in your old
cleanct on America’s leading
Tank-Type Cleance and get thiy
$2495 combination chest and
hassock. The streamlined new
" Universal Clesn-Air Cleaner is
way shead with the exclusive
*Taule-Tale Light™ 1o rell whea
bag needs empiving . . . the “lny
stant-Seal” Hose Connaction and
& "Theead -Puking. Self - Cleaning
Nozzle™ With 15 de luxe a1- any
tachments, it dusts, sprays, demothy, "'ws
shampovs, polishes, deodorizes. It

Camplate W

does more . ., and does it berter! 13 Avaihminn
[ - this sansational limited
o 200 a0 Commite DON'T MISS jin; effert come in tedayl
» Commpanimaniy lns Clomnar
. b Hilel B Trim

Foe Lawg Loam,
Badvnie & Don

TROWBRIDGE ELECTRIC <O.

136 N. Jackson Phone 268
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