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MANAGING OUR FORESTS

By CHARLES V. STANTON

In recent weeks we have had the extreme pleasure of
conferring with two of the highest officers of the 1. S.
Forest Service, Lyle Watts, chief forester, and Edward R.
Kotok, assistant chief and head of the research department.
We have learned that the problems of wood waste utilization
are meeting earnest study at the top level and that the entire
department, from the Chief Forester through to the field
workers, is cooperating in a sincere effort to work out a
plan of management and utilization without resorting to
ngtionalization of the forest resource as practiced in Euro-
pean countries. It may take a little longer to whip the prob-
lem through education and cooperation, but there is every
sound reason to believe that federal agencies and private
enterprise, working ns s cooperative team, will go far in
eliminating many of the existing undesirable practices.

One of the major stumbling blocks to more effective man-
agement of our forest resource is the lack of understanding
in Congress of the nature and importance of our forest in-

dustry. Our distinguished Forest Service visitors, of course, |

wotld make no such statement, but it is easy to arrive at
the conclusion from their reports of insufficient appropris-
tions for acceas roads, inadequate budgets for experimental
studies, research work and laboratory nperations, that there
is a lack of congressional understanding of the magnitude
of the task.

Too few of our eastern congressmen realize the relation
of the public domain to the country as a whole, Furthermore,

the industrinlized East fears encroachment from specialized |

manufacture from the western forest resource—and under-

standingly. The industrial Enst would keep the West on a|
peasant economy, if possaible. There is great fear in the |

nation's leading manufacturing centers today of competition
from the West with it great store of natural resources. We

now ship our raw products east for manufacture, then buy b

back the finished goods. It will not be long, we hope, until
we will be doing our own manufacturing,

Hard To Teach An Old Dog New Tricks

While our high officials in the Forest Service are well
aware of the problems, they are, we believe, sidestepping
one of the issues involved if we are to gecure full utilization
of our forest resource at the earliest possible date.

We are on the threshold of a revolution in the timber
industry. Heretofore we have utilized wood only as it could
be cut with a saw, We have had a tremendous waste of mate-
rinls, Within the next few years, we believe, a great part of
our resource will go through chemical processes, We will be
using our trecs for paper, aleohol, molasses, fabrics, chemi-
cals, adhesives and numerous other producta. Chemieal utili-
gation will convert every fiber of the tree into something
useful, instead of leaving two-thirds in the woods as at
present, Some of the larger manufacturing companies, such
as Weyerhacuser, already are operating full utilization
planta,

But the industry generally is not equipped to enter the
chemical fleld, The sverage operator knows no utilization
processes other than those involving sawing or turning,
Present-day operators will not adopt new processes vendily
They will not enter the chemical utilization fiald unless
forced to do so. The experienee with the aleohol-from-wood-
waste plant at Springfield is a good example of how the
industry is shying away from the chemical utilization field.

One-half the timber resouree of the Pacifie Northwest lies
in the public domain, This timber belongs to every man,
womsn and child in the country. Publie interest demands
that this timber be conserved through fullest possible utiliza
tion. If private industey s not willing to ploneer chemical
utilization, and thereby halt the present tremendous waste
it is our opinion that the federnl government should make

.

own to bw

avallable and prove those processes already

wr from the

practical and require that any purchaser of tir
publie domain shall salvage nll materials for such processis
plants as may bhe made availal The federal government,
we bulieve, should invade the field of private enterprise only
until industry has been convineed that the processes are
practical and shows willingness to take over. If we continte
to sidestep the obviots necessity of ploneeting the
chemical utilization, we will be wasting millions of potential
"

dollara could be

dollars belonging to the publie, when

made nctual by atilization of the materials ntow being lost
through inadequite [ac

The heads of our Forest Service are quite aware of the
situation, but they hesitate to enter such a highly contro-
versial field, and are hoping that through educution the)
can induce industry to tike over the pionecring role, even
though valuable time and materials miy b 1 by the delay
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The Above Fixturer and

Accessories Available ot

W. M. SANDALL CO.

Highway 99 North Phone 1117-R

‘ Let us help you rough in te do your own installation,
or Weensed plumber available.
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on your trip East
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No Extra Rail Fare
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ON YOUR ROUNDTRIP (0 Chicago, New |-
York and most other eastern citios, you -
can go or return via San Francisco or Los | S
Angeles for not Ic maore rail fare than you'd -
pay to go direct east and back, This remarks 2 o
able travel bargain permits you to go east -
one way, return west via another — see -
twice as much at no additional ticket s
cost. For details call: 1
-

s.P The friendly -

Southern Pacifie
J. E. Clark, Agent Phone 11 -




