Homespun Humor Helps Truman To |

Men

Meet Tribulations of Presidency ’

By ALEXANDER R. GEORGE
AP Newsfeatures Writer
WASHINGTON—Harry S. Truman is now fighting to hold the

presidency he didn't want when it
ago.

came to him suddenly three years

The one-time Missouri plowboy was plumb scared as he talked

to reporters on Friday, the 13th o

t April, 145, President Roosevelt

had died the day before and In the evening Viee President Truman
had taken the Presidential oath at the White House

T don't know if any of you fe
bull fall on you, but jast night the
the stars fell on me,” he sald. “1
Please pray for me. 1 mean that."

Within three months the for
mer Kansas City haberdasher had
to deal with a rapid succession
of worldshaking events, In less
than 30 days Germany's great
milltary machine collapsed,

Two .months later the “plain
man from Missouri" sailed for
Europe to meet Stalin and
Churchill In peace talks at Ber
lin. There he also had the re.
spansibility of deciding whether
the atomic bomb should be drop-
ped on Japan to shorten the
war,

Annaunces War's End

Four days alter he announced
the dropping of the bombs, Ja.
pan offered to surrender. Within
another four days President Tru- |
man announced that Japan had |
accepted Allled surrender terms
Juhilant erowds grested him and
Mrs. Truman that day as they ap
peared on the White House lawn

He then was prohably at the
height of his popularity as Presi.
dent. Polls showed him running
ahead of Roosevelt's highest
standing

The political honeymoon lasted |
a few months. Then foreign and
domestic trouble beset his admin-
istratian. . . .

A record number of strikes and
skyrocketing prices in this coun:
try . « Increasing disputes be
tween the Unitad States and Rus- |
gla . . the prople in a large part
of the world facing starvatlon.

Before he was nominated for|
the viee presidency four vears
ago, Harry Truman had nn idea
he might be president some u'.-u'.f
Friends had wrged him to enter
the viee prezidential race, but it
was reported he told them he
wanted to remain a senator

He went to the Demoeratie
National Convention planning to
support James F. Byrnes as presi-
dent Roosevelt’s running mate
At the convention, party leaders
decided to back Truman as a
compromise botween

candidate
Byrnes and Henry Wallace.

After he became viee president
friends asked Mr. Truman how
he liked his new jobh. He sald he
preferred being a senator, Tt was
euggested he might become presi
dent. His friends reported he
sald, with a frightened look

“Don’t say that; 1 don't iet my-
sell think of it."

Likes to Meat Friends

Mr. Truman long has heen a
ractieal politiclan and makes no
rones about it. However. the
pleasure he shows at meeting
people and talking with them s
na political poss. He i= a natural
mixer who asks friends to call
him *Harry” and means it

When he bacame president he
told an Assoclated Press reporter
I just want the f{olks 1 love to
¢ that If we can't get to
gether in the old informal way,
it 1= not of my choosing

On the other hand, he has
seemed to enjoy being president
‘riends have noticed that his face
lights up with pleasurs when the
Marine Band strikes up “Hall to
the Chief."

He has described the White
Houge as the finest prison In the
world. Presidents, he said, are
prisoners of the public but most
of have llked It. He told
gning to a Washington

won after he became chief

-|_ w

"

them

ahout

At zenator he had gone there
without causing any commtion. |
Hut when he went there as pre
he found traffic blocked
in four directions as he came out
{ the bank

Mr. Truman has observed that
& president needed “a good sense
of humor.” He has made irate re.

I'ilr‘: to political critics but he
har had the humor to take good
naturedy h jaba as Dan't
shnot the n plaver., He's do

ing the hest he can.’
Uses Bible as Text
He told a Kansas City
club that his
high:-hat was [

luncheon
going
d in the Bihle
hreatened with

E h-hat w sald, “1 tarn
tn ] of St Luke. sixth
h ¥th verse. | recommend
t to syou. That's where

I am In danger™

rse, which he nld mem

work at it

| Investigating

Hows ever had a load of hay or a!
whole welght of the moon arM all |
feel a tremendous responsibility.

down toearth speech In the com- |
ing campaign. His impromptu |
taltks to people that he can see |
usually carry more punch than |
his radia addresses |

He never attended college. He
had to go to werk upon gradua. |
tion from Independence. Mo.. |
high school. He studied law at a|
Kansas City night school while
serving on a county court but|
was not graduated. Dutles of a |
Mlssouri county court are admin-
istrative, not judieial.) |

After leaving high school, he
held various jobe ax errand boy
and window washer in a drug
store and as a wrapper of news-
g\a rers for mailing. He was a
S100.a-month  bank clerk when
his parents moved back to Grand-
view from Independence to help
his grandmother and uncle run a
600-acre farm.

For 11 years young Harry Tru-
man was a farmer. Years later
when he received many congrat-
ulatory messages for his work as
the head of a Senate committes
war spending. he
said he liked best the tribute |
his mother pald him: |

"That boy could plow the
straightest row of corn in the
county. He was a farmer who
enuld do everything just a little
better than anyone plse.”

Mr. Truman got his palitical
start with the ald of Tom Pen.
dergast's Kansas City and Jack
son County political machine.

President Truman swims occa.
sionally in the White House pool,
but his favorite form of exercise
i walking. He enjovs a friendly
game of poker, whether for pen-
nies or higher stakes, and seldom
takes more than & couple of
drinks at a gathering. He doesn't ‘

smoke.

He loves music and plavs the
plano for relaxation, While at
tending the Potsdam conferetice,
he played Beethoven's minuet in
G at the joint request of Stalin
and Churchill at a state dinner
he gave for the Russian and Brit.
Ish leaders. *

Slips of the tongus have put
him in embarrassing ftions,
but he doesn’t seem bothered by
them. He appears ahle to avoid
worry and to relax easily when |
his dav's work is done. |

He'is a member of the Baptist
church and the first president to
become a thirty-third degree Ma- |

son. Mrs. Truman and their
daughter, Margaret, are Episco-
palians,

Use leflover potatoes casserole.
style and serve with a platter of |
cald meat. To prepare diee po
tatnes, add to & cream sauee, turn
into a casserole and top with
eracker crumbs which have been
mixed with melted butter and
grated cheese. Sprinkle lightly
with paprika and brown In a hot
oven

CANNING FRUIT?
Famous FREE book gives
omazing helpl
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Yes, FREE! The 1948 edition of

“Fines Canned & Froven Fruits™
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through a simple change in your
eanning and freezing ayrups
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ways serving. It's an  eve
widening book . . . and its yours
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Experienced

Skills Army’s Need

The Army's current expansion
program calls for a sharp in-|
crease In antlalreraft artillery un-
ita, and velerans experienced in
some 20 antiairerafr skills may
enlist for direct assignment to
that branch in a grede as high.as
technical sergeant, T/Sgt. Wood.
row W. Halstead, commander of
the Roseburg Army and Alr
Foree Recrulting Station. an.
nounced today

Enlistment under the program |
Is authotized for men with prior |
sarvice in any of the armed fore |
es 50 long as they are skilled
in a specialty used in anti-aireraft
artillery, as an example, the ser-
geant pointed out former mem-
bers of the Navy or Coast Guard |
who held ratings as radarmen, |

electricians, gunners or [ire con. | draftsmen,

trolmen may enlist as antlair

I

Honoring the memory of Kantas
publisher William Alleh White,
this J-cent purple stamp will go

on sale July 31.
author and editor

*he

craft specialist In an appropriate |

grade.

Onther skills open

nperators,

is
central motif.

information

A portrait of
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include|Force opportunities may
center | tained &t the Armory in Rose.

ob

Charter Giving
Club Scheduled

Charter night for the Rossburg | make the presantation.
: |Tuas!mna|m Club will be Tues

| servers, helght finder observers,
{ors, operations and intelligence
| specialists.

Men trained as survey and in
strument noncoms In the fleld
artillery are included, and some
of the antiaircraft specialtiea
open are for master gunners,
| maintenance artillery mechanies,
gun- crewmen, automatic weap-
{erators and machine .gun crew-

men.

Sergeant Halstead said special:
ists who enlist for anti-alreraft
artillery will ne given a brief
refresher course and assigned to
their unit, Complete Information
on this and other Army and Air
he ob.

burg.

portable power generator operat.|and Invited guests.
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In Anti-Aircraft fm“mﬁ'?‘ﬁ To Toastmasters

day of next week, it was an|the mt?m organization at the | Moody, both of Cottage Grove.

nounced by President Way ne|Sonvention

Crooch at the dinner meetin

last night in the Umpqua H’oufl Vital Stetistics
President Crooch reported l!mi '

M i
Blair Alderman, Eugene, district o LD

MORENO-HOWARD —Emasley
wvernor, has received the Rose- | A -
gﬁr’ el B acyginioes b bies Boaigros foreno, Gaston, and Ruth Evelyn |

Howard, Rossburg, [
A ¥

, special program, starting at| BAGGETT - IRELAND — John |

|T o'cloek, is being arranged for | Ballpy Baggett and Patricia Gay |

members of the ciub, their wives, | Ireland, both of Roseburg. |
The Execu s

tive committas will meet in the | BAILEY . MOODY — Doyle|

|K. of P. hall Thursday night of | James Bailey and Joan Marcile

Divores Sults Filed
BIERWARD - - Joe A. ¥
red ai. Bierward, Cruel and

human treatment cluryd.
22, 1947 - i
v L

‘s production of b
griins (wheat and rye) ]

| much greater this year than
1847, but still about
level.

18456 or
per cent below pre-war

this week to work out detalls, ——0

Speakers and participants in the
| evening's meeting will be chosen
from the members most exper-
lenced.

The Roseburg club, organized
about four months ago, has |te
full quota of 30 members, and |
has been meeting weekly. |

The local Toastmasters will be
represented at the Toastmasters
Internationale at San Franciseo |
July 26 to 29 by Bob Harvie, as |

are avallahle to help finanoe his
trip. The Roseburg club will be

THURSDAY, 8:00 P. M.

FINLAY FIELD

NIGHT GAME

Roseburg vs.

COQUILLE LOGGERS

an official delegate. The mem-
bers voted to authorize the execu- Adults, T4e (tax inc.)
tive committee to use what funds Students 30¢

ground aireraft

William¢ Hr

o GET MORE FOR YOUR
MONEY WHEN YOU BUY |

~ ak“\\.\b\“')
SRR

nd



