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Wind Ch&gToughens Fire Fight

Bombs Rained on Jap Worships
Caught at Anchor; Fresh Ruin

Dealt Major Industrial Cities
(By tha Associated Press)

American carrier planes swarmed down In force on Japanese
warships caught at anchor at the great Kure naval base today,
highlighting a day-lon- g attack by more than 2,000 land and sea-bas- ed

aircraft over 300 miles of Japan's main island. '

' A thousand or more naval planes struck again from the flat-

top decks of Adm. Halsey's Third fleet, In coordination with more
than 600 Superfortresses, making their greatest raid, and un- -
counted numbers of smaller bombers and fighters from' Okinawa
and two Jima. It was perhaps the largest air force ever to hit
Japan.

Radio Tokyo, always conservative in estimating the sixe of:
attacking placed their number at "some 2,000."
This figure could easily have been exceeded by aircraft from car- -,

riors capable of sending up 1,500 planes and the record forma-
tion of not counting hundreds of other land-base- d planes
that daily strike Nippon. -

New Food, Gasoline Ration
Books Coming in December;
Soap Rationing Not Planned

Nippon Peace
Feeler Report
Again Aired
Senator Wherry Renews
Debate Effort; Appeal
To Truman Is Revealed

WASHINGTON, July 24 (AP)
Senator Wherry (R., Neb.)

sought today to steer the Senate
into a discussion of whether this
country has received any genuine
peace feelers from Japan.

Wherry told a reporter he
plans to ask anew whether the
State department has received
any offers and to call attention
of his colleagues to a compila-
tion of purported feelers he said
had been made by "a, high mili-
tary source" and forwarded to
President Truman at Potsdam.

Wherry said he had been
handed by this "high military
source" a communication ad-

dressed to Mr. Truman and carry-
ing suggestions of possible peace
terms. These include retention
of the Emperor and avoidance of
military occupation of Japan
proper.

The Nebraska senator said
these terms were based on feel-
ers reportedly received, but he
added he did not know who had
written the message to the Presi-
dent.
No "Genuine" Offer Yet

The State Department has In-

sisted it has received nothing in
the way of a genuine peace offer
from Japan.

"We're talking of peace here
In connection with the United
Nationss' charter," Wherry said.
"I want to know why we can't
lay down some peace terms under
which Japan can surrender. I
think that if the President did
that, we might get a surreunder
on our. own terms that would
end this war."

Wherry said it was his under-
standing that the "high military
source, whom he declined to
identify further, believed the
terms stated in the communica- -
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Free Press Basis
Of World Peace
Truman Trying to Gain
Unrestricted European ' .

Permit for Journalists

By DeWITT MacKENZIE
AP Foreign Affairs Analyst
International peace isn't a com-

modity which can be manufac-
tured like and it isn't
a condition that can be secured
by the simple expedient of polic-
ing with armed forces.

The foundations of peace must
be laid in the minds and hearts
of men, and this can be achieved
only through real acquaintance
among the world's peoples. That
acquaintance can be better and
more quickly attained by a free
exchange of news than in any
other way. Travel in foreign
lands Is, of course, a great educa-
tor but it would take a lifetime
and a fortune to study the globe
that way, whereas you can en-

compass it daily through the
news while sitting in the comfort
of your own home.

It therefore is of vast import-
ance that President Truman re-

portedly Is trying to secure an
agreement with Stalin and
Churchill that will permit Amer-
ican correspondents to work
freely In Europe. Facilities ac-
corded American newsmen ob-

viously would apply equally to
the correspondents of other na-
tions in good standing.
Censorship Harmful

It's high time the outside

(Continued on Page 6)

Revnaild RaDS

Petain'sActs
In Yar Period

PARIS. July 24-(- AP Fornv
er .Premier Paul. Reynaud testi
fied at the trial :of .Marshal re-
tain today that a union of France
and Great Britain was "an ideal
iwhich some day must be realiz-
ed," '
i The Dolltlcinn". who'snld vester- -

May He despised the old marshal,
described the proposal of Prime
Minister Churchill when France
iwas collapsing in 1940 for a

Petain, on trial for his life on
ccusations of intelligence with

the enemy and plotting againstthe security of France, strode
into the palace of justice court-- .

com 20 minutes late on this se
cond day if the hearing. He was
Clad in his marshal s uniform.

Reynaud said that on the day
Ills cabinet fell, June 16, 1940, he
aid not oppose a "cease fire" or-

der but was firmly against de-

mands for an armistice. He re- -

(Continued on page 6)

Floods Take Heavy
Toll in Six States

(By The Associated Press)
Rampant rivers and n

creeks boiled over their banks
in. the East today as some sections
underwent their most disastrous
floods in a generation.

The rest of the nation, for the
most part, was hot and moist, and
farmers watched with satisfac-
tion as crops pushed up notice-
ably.

Eastern and Western New
Yojk, Western ' Massachusetts,
New Jersey and Vermont report-
ed that war plants, victory gar-
dens, homes and crops were
swept yesterday by flood waters.

Pennsylvania and Virginia also
suffered from floods.

Police estimated damage to
roads and bridges in New York
and Massachusetts at more than
$3,500,000, and said estimates of
private, property damage would
raise the total considerably.

Damage in Patterson, N. J.,
was estimated at $1,000,000.

Two deaths by drowning
in the raging Hancock

river in Massachusetts and a wo
man was missing In Little Falls,
N. J., after her home was swept
into the Peckmam river.

The body of a boy
was recovered today by State
Police from Klnderhook creek in
Rensselaer County, New York.

In the rest of the nation, five
deaths from drowning and two
from heat prostration were re-

ported yesterday.

Falling Snag Kills Woods
Worker Near Elkton

Dell Weatherly, 61, resident of
Elkton, was killed Monday when
struck by a snag while working
on the Charles H. Hcnderer
timber tract near Elkton, Coro-
ner H. C. Stearns reported. A

falling tree struck a snag which
was thrown across Weatherly's
body, crushing his chest and caus-

ing instant death. The body was
removed to Stearns mortuary,
Oakland, r '. - '
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DOES ALL RIGHT Albert
Wenger, 25, of Minneapolis, has
been without the use of arms
and legs for eight years, yet
he drives, dances, plays pool
and earns $65 per week at an
artificial limbs company. This
was his reassuring message to
Sgt. Frederic Hensel, now con-

valescing in the U. S. after loss
of both legs, an arm and a hand
on Okinawa.

Houses Allotted 3

Areas in Douglas
Twenty panel-typ- houses are

being installed at the Scottsburg
public housing project, doubling
capacity, and will be ready for
occupancy within the next 30
davs, H. L. Scofleld, executive
secretary for the Douglas County
Public Housing commission, re-
ported today. The houses were
brought by boat to Scottsburg and
were trucked to the housing site.
The buildings are being placed
and will be ready for use as soon
as plumbing connections can be
made.

The A. K. Wilson Co., Oakland,
has been allotted 15 trailer houses
bv the NHA. The trailers are to
be moved from Toledo, Ore., to
the company's logging woods at
Tyoe.

The Southern Oregon Sugar
Pine company at Tiller, managed
by Elton Jackson, recently was al-

lotted 12 trailer houses, and has
seven In use at the present time.

Basin Development by
States Is Advocated

SEATLE, July 24. (AP) Stat-
ing that "under an authority you
would be the pawn of three men
who are empowered to set aside
both the United States constitu-
tion and state laws,"
Ralph Carr of Colorado last night
told the Pacific Northwest De-

velopment association that he be-

lieved development of the Colum-
bia river basin should be achieved
by states and existing agencies.

declared. "If they don't solve the
manpower problem, they won't
be able to ' redeploy In ten
months."

Johnson tossed a posy to the
civilian public for cutting down
on travel In the past 10 or 15
davs. .

"If the public keens behaving
as well as it has been doing," he
said. "I think we'll get by. On the
trains anu in tne hotels you can
certainly tell the difference.
Would Reduce Leaves

Two members of the committee
suggested the Army and Navy cut
down on "weekend-leave- travel
by soldiers and sailors.

"This Is one thing the Army
could do to help In this time
wnen railroads are unuer a ter
rific strain due to the redeploy-

(Continued on page 6)

BlQZeS Apt to
Take Toll in

New Regions
2,800 Men Now Battling
Stubborn Flames; 1,500
Fawns So Far Destroyed
PORTLAND, Ore., July 24.

(AP) Falling humidity and brisk
northwest wind that momen-
tarily aided fighters boded ill
on the great Tillamook forest
fire today.

Temporarily quiet on most sec-
tors of the e area,
the fire could go on a rampage
into new territory with continua
tion of the wind and the lower
humidity. Today, however, the
wind was pushing spot fires set
on the north side Sunday night
into the main burn area and to-

ward country already blackened.
The southern flank of the blaze

dozed during the night.
More than 2,800 fighters, In-

cluding soldiers, and sailors, were

(Continued on Page 6)

Roseburg Rodeo's

Dates Announced
The dates of Saturday and Sun-

day, Sept. 15 and 16, have been
set for the Roseburg rodeo to be
sponsored by the Douglas County
Mounted police, Lt. Dick Baker
announced today. Contracts have
been signed with Christensen
Bros., leading rodeo producers,
who will furnish horses. The
posse also has taken member-
ship in the Rodeo association,
which embraces the riders' union.

Work is now In progress on the
erection of a grandstand at the
county fair grounds, where rodeo
grounds will be prepared. The
stands, in three sections, will be
600 feet in length with capacity
for approximately 10,000 persons.
Lumber released for the project
by the War Production Board is
being cut by the Roseburg Lum-
ber Company.

Leg Fracture Received

By Sutherlin Logger
C. A. Tiller of Sutherlin re-

ceived a compound fracture of
the right leg, Just below the knee,
while working in the woods east
of Sutherlin, Monday. His leg
became caught between two logs.

It was reported that he will tie
confined to Mercy hospiital for
several weeks. Mr. Tiller is em-
ployed by the Eugene Plywood
company, operating east of
Sutherlin.

Death Sentence on Gl
Commuted to Life Term

PARIS, July 24. (AP) The
death sentence of PFC Samuel
Rosenbloom of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
for disobeying the command of an
officer has been commuted to life
imprisonment at hard labor, U. S.
Army headquarters announced to-

day.
The commutation was approved

by Gen. Eisenhower. The
soldier was a member of the

121st infantry regiment.

Treatment assertedlv was
denied when prisoners were un-
able to to purchase medicines.
Prisoners Kicked, Beaten

Charges contained in letters
reaching Valdes also said Filipino
officers placed In authority by the
Japanese beat and kicked other
prisoners.

Heirs and beneficiaries of cap-
tives who died in internment com-
plained that they failed to re-
ceive money and personal effects
belonging to the deceased.

Valdes said he had ordered com-
manders of all Philippine army
camps to obtain testimony from
officers and men who survived
imprisonment and now are serv-
ing in the army. He said it was
not known whether the principal
offenders also survived.

However, if the charges are
Droved, Valdes said, they would
be sufficient for immediate court
martial of all involved.

Book Number Five Will
Be Needed Most of Next
Year, OPA Head States
WASHINGTON, July 24 (AP)
New food and gasoline ration-

ing books will be distributed in
December..

Price Administrator Bowles
said today war ration book 5 will
be issued at schools and other
public buildings throughout the
country from December 3 through
13. it win contain stamps lor
meats and fats, processed foods,
sugar and shoes.

At the same time and through
the same channels, new gasoline
books will be distributed. They
will go into use December 22.

Ration book 5, smaller than a
dollar bill and containing only
half as many stamps as book 4,
will be used soon after the first
of next year.
Needed in Most of 1940

"The supply agencies the De-
partment of Agriculture and the
War Production board have told
us that meats and fats, canned
goods, sugar and shoes all will be
in tight supply for some months
to come, so it looks as if a ration
book will be needed throughout
most of next year," Bowles said.

Saying it has been set up to
last from 10 to 15 months if ne--

(Continued on page 6)

Cordon Asks More

POWLaborFor

Oregon Harvests
WASHINGTON Julj 24 (AP)
A schedule for distribution of

prisoners of war to aid in the
harvest in western states will be
considered tomorrow at Berkeley,
Calif.

This was made known today
by Sen. Cordon of Oregon who
told a reporter he is endeavoring
to arrange a better schedule for
Oregon.

Present plans, he said call for
20,000 POWs in the state as of
August 15, 21,500 as of Sept. 1,
24,200 as of Oct. 1 and 28,800 as
of Oct. 15. The latter date, he
said, is too late to be of value.

All Mexicans promised by the
governrpent have already en-
tered the U. S. he said, and little
or no more aid may be expected
from that source. In addition,
about 20,000 Jamaicans have been
recruled for harvest labor.

"The agriculture department,"
Cordon said, "is endeavoring to
secure and distribute domestic
labor, but there is little hoi
much aid from this source will
be available for Oregon."

Cordon said there is need for
"immediate and energetic" action
by the department to save the
fruit and hop crops in his state.

Copco Employes Hurt
In Automobile Plunge

Frank Nunally and Ernest Sny-
der, Copco employes engaged in
survey work at the Toketee Falls
camp, where the power company
is making preliminary studies in
connection with a proposed hyd-
roelectric development, were in-

jured Sunday night when their,
car went off the road near White-hors- e

rapids, seven miles east of
Big Camas Rangers station. The
men returning to Toketee after
spending Sunday at Klamath
Falls, when their automobile
went over the bank and struck
a tree.

The men were given first aid
treatment at the ranger station
and were removed Monday by
ambulance to the Klamath Falls
hospital.

Spurs Given Halsey for
Ride on Hirohito's Horse

ADAK, Aleutians, July 24 (A
P) A pair of handmade spurs
was offered to Admiral Halsey
today for his proposed ride on
Emperor Hirohito's white horse.

The maker, Vernon L. Fertic,
motor machinist's mate 3c, of
Orlandi, Fla., wrote to the admir-
al, offering the spurs and adding,
"I'd like to be there to saddle
the horse for you."

Girl, 14, Drowns in Sandy
River; Brother Rescued

TROUTDALE, Ore.. July 24
(AP) Betty L. Williams, 14,
drowned yesterday in the Sandy
river while swimming.

Efforts of a brother, James, 17,
to reach her failed when he was
unable to swim against the river
current and had to be pulled to

snore by another swimmer,

Stop Raids on Shelves,
Buy "Sensibly." Appeal ,

, Issued to Housewives '

WASHINGTON",' July 24-i- t ATP)

Secretary of Agriculture And-
erson said today he had no plan
to order rationing of soap.

In a statement, he appealed to
housewives to discontinue the
"practice of raiding" store shelves
as soon as new soao shipments
are received.

At the same time he announced
that manufacturers will be per-
mitted to make a 10 per cent In-
crease in the output of household
heavy dutv" laundry type soap

chips, flakes, powders, granulated
ana oiner similar tvpes.

He estimated that the increase
in these types would make about
100,000,000 pounds more available
for civilians during a
Deriod.
Would Halt Raiding

' ;

The present level of production
of toilet and laundry bar soaps
and flakes and granulated soaps
used for washing the fine fabrics
will be unchanged.

The secretary said "this should
result in substantial increase in
the amount of soap available for
civilians and should persuade
housewives to discontinue the
practice of raiding the shelves
of stores as soon as a new ship-
ment of soap arrives. They have
been doing this recently because
they fear soap rationing.

"If we were to have soap ra-
tioning, It would be necessary for
me, as secretary of agriculture to
authorize it, and I do not plan
to offer such authorization."
"Sensible Buying Advised

The secretary said a soap ra-

tioning program "is lust top great
a problem to undertake now.

(Continued on Page 6)

Logging Truck Drivers'
Election Declared Void

WASHINGTON. July 24 (A
P) Results of an election held
June 13 by logging truck drivers
employed by Wayne- - Hale, Mc- -

Kenzie Bridge, Ore., have been
set aside, the National Labor
Relations board said today.

ui li employes eligible to vote.
only 9 cast ballots 5 for Inter-
national Woodworkers of Amer-
ica (CIO), 4 against I.W.A., and
none for the AFL teamsters' un-
ion.

The company objected on the
grounds that its woods foreman.
excluded from voting, did vote.
rNi,Kti nas caned lor a new elec-
tion not later than Aug. 19.

The National board's decision,
made on the company's appeal,was a reversal of one made by
the 19th regional board at Seat-
tle, Washington.

Third Major Fire in Week
Ups Damage to $500,000

VANCOUVER, B. C, July 24
(AP) The Terminal City Iron-
works Ltd., in Vancouver's east
end district, sustained $100,000
damage last night from the sec-
ond major fire in as many days
in the city and the third within a
week. ,

Seven firemen were Injured,
none seriously, as they foughtmore than two hours to control
the blaze. -- ; . -

The three fires this week have
caused more than $500,000 dam-
age. Last Tuesday the Mainland
Transfer, Ltd., warehouse was
completely burned and the Walter
Moberly school was destroyed by
fire, believed of Incendiary origin,
Sunday.

Olympia Cafes' Closure
Draws OPA Investigator

OLYMPIA, July 24 (API-T- hree

dozen restaurant owners,
who closed here Saturday nightin protest of OPA refusal to sup-
ply additional red points, remain-
ed adamnant this morning pend-
ing a meeting today with Mrs.
Catherine Guyon of Washington,D. C, staff investigator for the
complaints subcommittee of the
senate small business committee.

Two main hotel dining rooms
and three major cafes had not
joined in the closure.

Ration Points Removal
Roods Plants With Lambs

PORTLAND, Ore., July 24.
(AP) Lamb supplies swamped
Oregon slaughtering and packing
plants yesterday after OPA re-
moval of points, but buying
cleared the market.

Livestock men said effect of the
directive will not be known for
several days because many ranch.
ers did not have time to arrange
transport of animals to market,

Tokyo admitted another rem
nant of the imperial fleet was
caught at anchor at Kure' har--'

bor. An dispatch
from Associated Press War Corre-
spondent James Lindslcy with the '

raiding carriers told of at least
one 1,000-Doun- bomb scoring a
direct hit on one of the Mikado's
few remaining warships.

Japanese fighters struck back
aggressively for the first time in
the two weeks Halsey's great ar-
mada has been boldly raiding the
1,000-mil- e stretch of the Nipponese
coast. They swept down out of
the skies over Kure, engaging the
raiders in sharp dogfights. Ships
and shore batteries
threw up a spectacular, vari-- .
colored screen of ack-ac-

Industrial Cities Lashed
For sheer power, today's heavi-

est blow was struck by more than
600 Superforts at Nagoya and
Osaka, two of Japan s four
greates Industrial cities. 9

headquarters said lt was the
greatest force ever to take oft
from their Marianas bases.

They loosed 4,000 tons of high
explosive bombs on the already
ravaged cities and neighboring ,

industrial areas.
Other allied warplanes sweep-

ing down the coast of Asia and
over the southern islands bombed
and strafed 101 Nipponese ves-
sels, varying from sizable freight-
ers to gunboats and troop-lade- :

barges. Seventeen were definitely
sunk. They were caught from the
Yellow sea to ,the Gulf of Slam., ... ...

Several other small craft were
sunk or damaged off Cheklangj

(Continued on Paxre 6)

Rail Unions Demand Pay
Hikes, Working Changes '

CLEVELAND, July 24 (AP)
Demands for 25 per cent wage

Increases and adjustments tn
several working agreements are
being filed by the five railroad
brotherhoods with all U. S. rail-
roads, A spokesman for the
groups reported today.

The Brotherhood of Locomo-
tive Engineers and the Brother-
hood of Railroad Trainmen filed
their requests today and similar
action will be taken in a few days
bv Order of Railway Conductors,
The Brotherhood of Locomotive
Firemen and Enginemen and the
Switchmen's Union of North
America, the spokesman said.

Also involved In the demands
are overtime pay, terminal delay
rules, pay while being held away
lrom nome terminals ana aenni-tlo- n

of yard work, the spokesman
for the groups reported.

Sen. Hiram Johnson Only
Opponent of Charter

WASHINGTON. July 24 (AP)
Criticizing "cynics" who pre

dict there always win be war,
Democratic Leader Barkley told
the senate today the United Na- -

tlons organization win succeea
'.If the people of the world will
that it snail."

Barkley began the second day
of debate on the United Nations
charter as informal checkups by
both democratic and republican
leaders failed to disclose a single
opposition vote against the chart-
er except that of Senator Hiram
Johnson

Johnson is ill and in a hospital
and may not be present if a rat- -

mcation vote comes this week as
expected.

City Prisoner Farm Plan
O.K.'d by Labor Council

FORTLAND. July 24 (AP)
Reversing a previous stand, the
Portland Central Labor council
lias approved a proposal for a
city farm to furnish food and re
habilitation lor city prisoners.

The council made its approval
contingent, however, upon the
establishment of an Impartial
control board to prevent labor
abuses. The farm would be pur-
chased and equipped with $30,000
included in tne city budget.

evity pactflant
By L. F. Relzeniteln

Japan's peace) feelers prob-
ably won't be taken seriously
unless accompanied by an offer
to give up Hirohito's white horse
to satisfy the ambition of Ad-

miral Halsey.

Concessions
Obtained From

Stalin, Report
POTSDAM, July 24. (AP)

The Big Three met this afternoon
for the eighth successive day, but
the topics discussed were not
announced.

A formal British announce-
ment said:

"There is no question of the
Berlin conference being over by
Wednesday when the Prime Min-

ister, Foreign Secretary Eden
and Mr. Attlee are returning to
England for the election results."

The statement came amid
speculation of an early conclusion
of the Big Three conference,
based largely on a steady grow-
ing atmosphere of international
understanding and on reports that
President Truman had won un-

expected Russian concessions.
It was repqrted that President

Truman was prepared to stay
here three weeks longer if neces-

sary to help settle boundary and
economic questions confronting
the Big Three which possibly
could furnish the seeds for an-
other world war. t

The Big Three Yalta confer-
ence lasted oly eight days.
8talln's Admiration Won

Despite the general optimism,
it was pointed out that Premier
Stalin Is a number one realist
and a shrewd bargainer and that
nothing can be taken for granted
until the parlpy Is completed.
Some members of the American
delegation accordingly warned
against taking too rosy a view
of the outlook.

Close associates said today the
President was "entirely pleased"

(Continued on page 6)

Research to Back

Military Training

Urged by Senators
WASHINGTON, July 24 (AP)
Evidence mounted today thnt

peacetime conscription legisla-
tion will run into congressional
contentions that lt is unnecessaryu me nation develops a iront-ran-

research program.
Tills was the theme two sena

tors took in Introducing a bill
yesterday to establish a national
science foundation to foster re
search activities.

Research is the key to military
success," Senator Kilcore (D- -

W. Va.) told a reporter.
Anotner war win oe won in

the laboratory, not on the drill
neid," said Senator Johnson (D.-
Colo.).

Both are members of a militarysubcommittee and joined with
senator Pepper in offer-
ing the legislation to increase
federal support for research in
war weapons, medicine and the
basic sciences.

Kiigore cited lhe speed with
which Germany overran France
In answering whether he believed
the United States would need
compulsory military training in
peacetime If it had an adequate
postwar research program.

After the last war, he said, Ger-
many was barred from having a
big army and concentrated on re-

search, while France required all
her youths to take at least a year
of military training but neglected
research.

Dodges Jury Service to
Attend Meeting, Fined $25

PORTLAND. Ore.. July 24.
(AP) A $25 fine for failure to
report for Federal court duty
was levied today against Mrs.
Margaret S. Myers, St. Helens,
president of the Women's Auxili
ary. Rural Mail Carriers of
America.

Judge Fee said Mrs. Myers went
"off to a convention" Instead of
reporting. She explained that she
had sent In a sworn statement
saying that she could not serve
because she was going to tne
meeting.

Judge Fee said the fine would
be remitted If she "showed her
patriotism by jury service."

Hoarding and Profiteering by
Filipin osaf Prison Where
34,000 Died Slated for Probe

MANILA, July 24. (AP) The three-year-ol- tragedy of Camp
O'Donnell prison was revived today in a hew, melancholy light. MaJ.
Gen. Basilio J. Valdes, chief of staff of the Philippine army, ordered
an Immediate investigation of reports that some Filipino prisoners
of the Japanese hoarded and profiteered at expense of their fellow
captives.

Valdes told the Associated Press he believed that no Americans
were involved, either as victims or culprits.

Senate Aid Pledged Toward
Getting More Railroad Men
In Army Redeployment Task

WASHINGTON, July 24. (AP) Chairman Mead (D.-N- . Y.)
today pledged all the help within the power of the Senate War In-

vestigating committee in getting additional railroad manpower to
handle army redeployment.

Closing two days of public hearings on the problem, Mead gave
the pledge to J. Monroe Johnson, Defense Transportation director,
after Johnson testified he was "very much afraid" the railroads were
not going to get the 75,000 additional men they said they needed for
the task of cross-countr- transfers.

At the end of the dolorous
"March of Death" across Bataan
in 1942, a total of 52,000 Filipino
prisoners were confined In O'Don-
nell and strictly separated from
American prisoners, Valdes said

When the Imprisonment ended
more than a year later, 34.000
Filipinos had died of starvation
and disease.

Reports prompting the Investi-
gation asserted the mortality rate
was accelerated because a small
group of officers assertedly de-

prived the men of food and medi-
cine.
Officers Are Accused

Valdes received a letter charg-
ing that staff officers hoarded
for their own use foodstuffs sup-
plied by the Jaoanese and sent
into the camp by civilians for the
general welfare. It said some
doctors obtained medicines sent
in by civilians and resold it to
sick prisoners who applied to
them for treatment.

"What are you doing to get
them?" Mead asked at one point.

"Yelling my head off," Johnson
reoliod. "What else can I do? I
can't draft men."

The transportation boss as-

serted that he'd been hollering to
everybody in sight the past two
years for more railroaders.

"If you give me 75,000, I won't
bother you for a week or two," he
promised with a grin.

Mead then told Johnson his
commitee would do all in Its
power to help him get the help.
Trained Railroaders Needed

Johnson stronely urged addi-
tional Army discharges or fur-
loughs of men to work on the
western roads, which he described
as the "needle's eye" of the U. S.
transmutation system.

One good railroad man work--

ine on a railroad Is worth luu
railroad men In the Army,1 heOne quinine pill cost 50 cents.


