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Axis Escape Avenue Blocked;
British, Nazis Still Engaged
In Bloody Battle at Catania
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[By the Associated Press)

Allied headquarters announced today that swift-striking
American froops have captured the Sicilian capital of Palermo,
biggest prize of the 24-day-old campaign, Ihernby sealing off the
avenue of escape for any axis lorces trapped in the west.

Latest advices said thousands of Italian soldiers were trap-
_| ped as U. 5. armored columns reached the coast at Palermo.

. Capture of the city, taly's sixth largest, gave the allies con-
trol of all western Sicily as well as dominance of the Tyrrhenian
sea, the water approach to the west coast of ltaly,

Battered enemy forces were now jammed into a tight cor-
ner of northeast Slcll\r little bigger than Cap Bon peninsula in
Tunisia where the axis lost upwards of 350,000 troops last May.

A large section of the ltalian garrison at Palermo surrender-
ed, it was announced
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