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Highway Sidings
Planned as Aid To
Army's Air Corps

(By Jack Sinnett)

WASHINGTON — Highway
parking for war planes of cvery
size from the little “air jeeps” to
the glant fourengine bombers is
In the wind for the United States,
o “Flight strips" they call them
" and the Kkickoff came the other
day when the dent signed
the new defense highway bill. The
measire provided more than two
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fense highways. The bill has
been booted around among wva-
rious agencics, congress and the
White House for nearly a year,
Even In Its final form, the presl-
dent didn't like it and sald so,
That made news. What didn't
mike news was the little proviso
for $10,000,000 for “flight strips.”
The paltriness of the sum caus
cd one army officlal to dub It
“nothing mote than a strip tease.”
Hig humor struck pretty near the
truth. Ten million dollars Is not
going to line our strategic high-
ways with “flight strips" but It
{s a beginning and one which
army aviation engineers see as a
forerunner of the day when ev
ery important highway will have
roadside parking for alrplanes as
common #s hamburger havens,
Flight Strip Defined
The term “flight strip" almost
doefines itself. It Is nothing more
than & runway, 3,000 to 5,000 feet
long and 150 feet wide, bullt along
the principal lanes of motor trav:
el
The Idea lsn't new. At least ten
years ngo, It was being put for.
ward by Lieut. Col. 8. 5. Hanks,
of the rrmy air co But lke
most of the Innovations In com:
bat aviation which now are being
halled as the very latest things, it
was put by as a lot of expensive
fol-de-rol that well could be shav
od out of the defense budgel of &
ful nation,

Commerclal aviation, however,
did recognize the established prin:
ciple of motor traffic that auto-
mobile travel grew only as good
highways grew. So commercial
aviatlon set up s auxiliry or

“emergency landing ficlds. That
is mostly what the "flight strip”
is, but it Is something more.

Except in the most mountainous
wrens, there are Intervals along
our highways where rights-of-way
could be obtalned sufficlently lov:
el 1o construct these strips. Be-
causo of terrain, or prevalling
wind directions, they would not
always parallel the highways
but they would be 5o near by that
the highway could serve as gulde
1ines.

Easlly Camouflaged

Within five to 100 miles of ma-
jor army airports they would
serve as perfect disporsal “ports!
to which o vast air force could
rapldly take refuge In cise the
main base wis attacked or de
stroyed.  Belhg no. more than
single strips (runways now are
being made of a material that
takex and holds paint) they could
be easily camoufiaged, with hung:
ars and shops appearing no more
than one of the milllon clusters
of barns and farm houses that dot
the country side.

Although first locations of the
flight strips have not been an-
nounced, It s considered certaln
they will be along the northeast
ern seaboard and all other peints
neatr the eoast belleved most vul-
nerable to air attack.

It's just a start, but army air
officials see It as the first step in
solving the problem that has
plagued Germany and England in
thelr air blitzes —the inability to
get enough planes inothe alr at
ane time to hold ale superiovity
and  the  Inability  to  provide
chough emergency landing (elds
for planes foreed down by damig-
o8, weather, or exhausted fuel sup
ply.

Son Not Killed, as First
Reported; Mother Joyous

GRANTS PASS, Dee. 23--(ADP)

Happy Christmas news  for
Mra. Lula J. Wright of Grants
Pass took the form of word from
Salem thit her son, Sgt. John AL
Wrilght, murine corps  recreaiter,
wis there and alive

She had recelyved o telegram
from the navy Sunday  night
deeply regret to inform you that
your son, Scipeant John A
Wright, U. 5. Marine corps, was
killed in action in the porfor
manee of his duty In the serviee
of his country.”

The Assovinted Piress reported
Tuesday that Wright was still ut
Aix post In Salem; and vory mucl
allve,

His mother sadd yesterday hat
he had told her his leave wns
caneeled shortly atter deelavation
of war, and that she had vedeived
no word of NHis transfer to the
place he was suppoesedly —and or
ronecously —killed

Child Dies of Burns
Received at Fireplace

UKIAH, Calif.,, Dee. 23 1A
Mark Dana Gray.
san of Mr. and Mrs. John Gray
Fort Bragg, died yesterday fron
burns recelved when his bathrots
caught fire as he was playing
near a freplace,
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Nazi Battleships

Trapped by Raid,
British Belleve

LONDON, Dec. 23.—{AP)—A
direct bomb hit on the gates of
the drydock at Brest, France, in
an RAF daylight rald December
18 Is belleved to have trapped the
26,000-ton  German  battleships
Scharnborst and Gnelsenau in the
docks and damaged them anew,
the alr ministry news service re-
ported yesterday.
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en during the raid also gave rcu-L
son to believe, “although the con-
fuslon of smoke precludes a cer-
tainty, that a heavy bomb has
fallen amidships and penetrated
the deck of the Scharnhorst.”

In addition, the service an.
nounced, it Is “quite certain that
a heavy armor-piercing bomb”
fell between the stern of the
Gnelsenau and the side of the
drydoek and another similarly
between the Scharnhorst and her
dock, |

The news service sald nelther
battleship probably could be mov-'
ed untll the damaged gates are
repaired. Moreover, it added, "a
great number of hombs" have
( fallen close to them although
"how much damage these have
done can only be conjectured at
the moment," |

“Important submarine pens at
Brest also were heavily bombed
during the attack and received
one certain and two probable
hits,”" it reported.

“Buildings, possibly workshops,
behind the submiarine pen have
heen demolished." |

First Aid Classes Being
Organized at Yoncalla

YONCALLA,
tratlons are belng made at the|
drug store for the Red Cross first |
ald class. Instructions will begin
shortly after the first of the year.
There 15 no charge, except for a |

text book and that will be small, |
| Both men and women are urged |
| to register. The classes will be !
| held at night.

Friduy, December 26, is the day

all work now on hand. Women
who have unfinished articles are
requested to finlsh them and de-
liver them to the Christian church
by 2 p. m, December 26, Mrs.
Clifford Hanen, production chair-
man, siates.

Urged by Sen. Downey

WASHINGTON, Dec, 23—(AP)

Sepator Downey  (D-Calif.)
wants nationwlde daylight sav-
Ing time for the protection of
public welfare and the conserva:
tion of essential resources, amil
he has proposed that the senate!
put Itself on record as of the same |
mind,

Senator MeNary (R-Ore,), how-
ever, questioned whether a simple
resolution of the nature Dm\‘mr)‘[
introduced was In itsell enough
to authorize setting clocks ahead |
an hour in each time zone, and|
whether actual legislation might
not e necessary,

For that reason, the senate
minority leader objected to im-
moedliate consideration of Dow-
ney's resolutlon by which  con-

the war department, acting under
wartime powers, to change the
time standard.

The Callfornian declaved that
both the president and the war
department desired daylight sav-
ing time. The Pacific coast in |

rd until Junuary 12,

v fund
e pending |
Wwrim ooms-
wartime

irge new FLOOR SANDER lot |.
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DAILY DEVOTIONS

DR. CHAS. A. EDWARDS

Two competlng strains of
life contend today. Two Incar
natlons are actual In the
hearts of men, Two powers
meet on the battlefields of the
world. Two potential kKingdoms
strive for the mastery. But
sound the trumpet, ring the
bells, The Christmas f[alth Is
not 4 fading dream, The an
gel's song is not a dying echo.
The love of God is not a spent
foree. God relgns and Is still
on the throne. The Christmas |
CEAE TN TN The Uty
road to peace at a time when
so many peoples of the world
are subjugated by an enemy
whose purpose is to efface the
name of the Christ and crush
the spirit of those who would
worship Him. The Christmas

message provokes a  heart
searching by the men and
women of the Christian

church. The Christmas spirit
alone can win for the world
that peace and good will
which will endure. The need of
of the hungry and homeless In
every land should fill us all
with the spirit to serve at this
Christmas season. The star
still shines abave the smoking
ruins of age old cities. Steady,
serene and strong, It radiates
peace amid thé  bursting
bombs. We dream and work
and pray for the time when
the glory of the star shall be
resplendent, making a shining
pathway to the Father's King.
dom where wars shall cease
unto the end of day. May It
speedily come, Amen,

New Year's Proclaimed |
Prayer Day by F. D. R.

WASHINGTON, Dee, 23— (AP
—President Roosevelt yesterday
proclaimed New Year's Day as a
day of prayer.

"We are confident In our devo.
tion to country, In our love of
freecdom, in our inheritance of
courage,” he sald, “But our
strength, as the strength of all
men  everywhere, s of greater
avall as God upholds us"

Therefore, he sald, he was set-

particular, as an “arena of wan,"
and Lhe nation generally would
benefit from the procedure, Dow-
ney argued, through the preserva-
ton of fuel and clectric power
and the reduction of after-dark

Dee, 23, —Regls- oooidonts,

It is estimatod that every moad:
owlark is worth $1 a veur as a
destroyer of grasshoppers alone

GASCO BRIQUETS, ALL HEAT,
NO ASH at PAGES. (adv.)

ting aslde the first day of 1942
Yas p o day of praver, of asking
| forgiveness for our shortcomings
(ARt B AR

jtasks of the present, of asking
1God's help dn days to come,”

Son of Governor Spragque
{ls Engaged to Marry

SALEM, Dec, 23-—-(AT)—Mr.
and Mrg. Charles Elwood Dull of
Maplewood, N. J., announced the
lengagement today of thely daugh-
(ter, Miss Mary Lou Dull, to En.

isign Wallace A. Sprague of Se-
e

e

attle, son of Governor and Mrs,
Chavles A, Sprague.
The wedding will take place
next spring. Sprogue is on duty
with the navy in Seattle as a pub-
lic relations officer,
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Gifts for every member of
the family ot modest prices.
Come in and see.

Stearns and Chenoweth
Ockland, Oregon
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ous New Yéar.

Wishing You A Merry Christmas
and A Happy New Year
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1 Once again we arrive at the season in which we
il like to forget business and extend our thanks for
|| the pleasure we have had serving you throughout
I

Caterpillar Tractor Co.
very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosper-

DOUGLAS COUNTY

FarmBureau Co-op Exchange

ROSEBURG, ORE,
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joins us in wishing you a

phone service.

Thank you.

I of age WOWFIVE YEARS 0LD.
|$2§9 yout favarite Straight Bourbon $14_‘.5
| oty Whiskey ts st selng at the ¢y
same Popelay Pricas |
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' THIS WILL BE OUR |

We deeply appreciate your mbsi helplul f
cooperation. You are helping ' | |

us o help you.

| are bound to occur.

\ the last few days they have been the busiest in Pacific Coast

history. Itis necessary, of course, that in all instances, our lines
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, WC want you to know that we are mecting this emergency

with everything we've got. but in these critical times delays |
Our lines are carrying a tremendous volume of traffic—in

be readily available for telephone calls important to Defense,
Your considerate thoughtfulness in not making other than

the most urgene calls is an inspiration to all of us who are

carnestly endeavoring to uphold the fincst traditions of tele-

May we also ask you to lend us a hand over the Holiday

Season by not sending grectings by Long Distance,

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPI! (Z()f-iP.-\N\'z
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