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Thar's Gold In Them Thar Hills Yonder, Maybe

By Woods Peters

HE Gold Lottery {s still paying off. 1f you

dont believe It, just take a run into the
Californin hille any late summer or fall before
the rains start. You may be lucky yourself. If
you've once seen the yellow flecks of virgin
metal in & gold pan, you'll be everlnstingly cer-
tnin that a fortune will he walting “just around
the next bend."

I buy tickets regularly. Every summer the
hillg eall. Twiee I've just missed a strike; pext
time I'm almost cortain to hit it. The gold'a
there; all you have to do is to find it,

Prowl the Pacific Const from the Arizonn des-
erts to the Washington line and you'll find your
fortune hunters. They are blawing the dry dust
of the southwest; they're digging ald workings
where the Forty Ninors were stopped by soep-
age waler they are diving in swift mountain
waters, prubbing in rocky slopes for hidden
quirtz ledges, following thin veing in the “poe-
. trying every unlikely place where
gold most certainly {sn't—but they are finding
it! Sometimes!

Peymit me to give fair warning that the
names you read herein are not the true ones, Gold
seckers dislike personul publicity; they may
think they know how to find gold In the Pacifie
hills; but they know little of stocks and giit
edged securities, Which leads to the belief they
are a pretty shrewd lot, and know some Kinds
of husiness methods better than the rest of us.

HERE were about 10000 men and women
T testing. the rivers and mountain ledges the
past summer. They spent ahout 00 doys at the
necupation, They netted from nothing to $356 or
50 a pleee—depending on the locality. And yot
Mre. Cullen clepred an  oven  2£100000; Jack
Stuart $65,000; and Willlam T. Murdock “sees
an casy £150,000" in the next two summer's
work.

| wna bitten by the gold bug up in the Plumas
National Forost. Not being a mining engineer, I
felt it quite likely that a bit of sclence was the
logical way to success, Out of my achogl books
I dug up n map of the Pacific during the ter-
tiary era and overlaid it on a modern day chart.
Gold, so I had heard, was first hrought down by
the anel tertinry streame, Thersfors, what
more logieal conelusion than that the point
where n strenm of todny cut a tertinry bed
would be a gold producer with a minimum of
digging,

I found auch a point. | dug, | found gold—na
few flecka half the size of pin heads. 1 also
found that someone slze had dog thers recently;
and the following diy n forest ranger tald me,
which 1 later verified, thot a fellow fron Utnh
had taken out 40 pounis of the yellow metal two
weeks enrlior!

Jim Haolt vsernted with me. Jim is an
ald timer working elaims in that same nrea
“You never can toll" he said. "You juet gotta
follow your hunches. Take me, for instanen, and
y pard—an' if yuh ever write tulg yarn, yuh
wight ask my pard tuh come back, will yuh "

So should his ird” read this, he'll know of
whom I am writing, and know, I hope, that Jim
was sineore In his pl

SEEMS,
km-

v Jim Holt told me, that he had
1 back there in t
hill

ce,

to lle. Scle
[ pardner was & min-
ng engineer; he saw no evidencs of gold bear-

But  the men had worked to-

yenrs, To please Old Jim, he dug
For 60 feet they drifted intc e hill-
the youngsr enginesr became disgust-
ed. Jim innisted: "Just anothar day,” he hogged.
Hard words came. The pardner walked ont.
“Run your own damn mine,” he suggested. 1"
find somenna with good sense”

Jim Helt watched him down the canyon and
out of sight. He turned hack inte the drift,
looked at the broken “face™ that had shattered
the friendship of a dozen yoars, Sudden anger
swept him; he hurled his pick toward the rock,
and bahind the puddenly trickling fragments—
loomed gold!

Jim has taken out a

Eia, URn

voupte of hundred thous-

The author, Woods Peters, armed with gnlc[ pan, nhm.ze! pick and magnifying glass
strung around his neck, and six-gun, in case of a “real strike”, tests a slide
in the placer country,

Promise Of Sudden Wealth Still Lures
Prospectors By Burro, Auto, Plane

And Train To ¢ Diggin’s’

Hard rock drift—Somewhere back in this hole lies 2 for-
wne. The lone miner is following a thin thred of “color™
seeking a paying vein or fabulous “pocket.”
"Finiing whut?" he demanded. “I'm a shenp
herder, Got a Nock over thar”
"Over thar™ was o tanglod expunse of moun-
taln nnd eanyon, whors nothing but a wild gont
conld have found footing. “Sure,” 1 agreed. “I've

and dollars worth. Half of it is in secare hiding.
“Tell my pard to come back; that half Is his,"
he says.

A raricher nearby confirms the sto ry. “You
never can tell where you'll find the pesky stuff,”

he says, He's beon ranching in a little valley bean looking for a herder, 1 want a pleture, I'm
high up in the Plumas country for "nigh opte  ® newspaperman,” We talked o fow minutes un-
40 year", but gave up the search for gold jong 1 suddenly:

“Yuh kieow, Mister, I boen lyin'
gn plumb fed up on thess hyar city
whant tuh know whar tuh find gold, By gum,
hif'n 1 knew whny tuh find hiy, I'd be findin® hit
mypelf, an' not tellin® somoun lse.”

He'n the fel I lenrped Inter, wha pensloned
a mule for life wr taking out over a llon
dollars f-;r him the enrly days, Whare's the

“Hut I've shore

ago. Then two yoirs ago thers eame a youngster
from Sacramonto, He wis driving a ear of some-
what nancient vintoge, had n bed and’ tent
strapped on, and & bright and shing gold pan.
He pulled up beside the ranch house and askod
permission to eamp there, The next morning,
after a bit of reading in some small boan' ¢, he
mounted the ranch house steps with a paper in

}.n hand. million? He doeun’t know, nt
t here ib vour 2 v had a swell time in my day
st hore OUP DS " ha y o )
inks; then will i = There's wome who do know where their for
HERT R WO T EhiA tunes He, though, Mrs. Culleén (s one. She has ot

I clitimn 'hﬂ "I'm gure will

dawn' in additior
bring me ten times what T had.

"was an amsdgtment of all mine

1 area bounded by the
oy i nd rock ealens HS. CULLEN was a newspapar w
he orected at tw pointa nlong the little M Health and what-not had forced b
"""‘"'1”‘"&' meadow stream the hills where she put down an aption on -;.r]
“Heek," maid the .'.. "1 been living here seres, Including a small store and service sta-

gold in  tion, 1 had know r from way back, and the
He fates had never giiled too fully on her until
ahe ganmbled on that option,

Bha had had it about a year when 1 ran onto
her again, “Come on in, Woods; roms in, Do
you want I've one you can have for
gravel ahout 18 inches below the surface xod! tha working of she piomised, "I'd like to

One of the most aggravating things to the pass on a bit of my luck”
old timer I8 the question: “Where can | find me Her few spare hours of the past 12 monthe
somae gold 7" had gone into exp 200 weres

Up in the Grasy Valley eountry, far from any  She had located 11 quarts <17 o
settiement, I ran ento a typical prospectar. He ur of them ahe hid sold the day bef.
was trudging along a by-rond; driving two bur-  neat $100,000; ope-faurth down in eold eash, and
rows before him, 1 pulled tn. additional fourths each 90 days until cleared,

“Howdy, nelghbor. How's luek 1" One hundred thowand dollars eould have well

He lookad me sver withoup eomment. gupporied har for the reet af her daya, but

“Finding anything 1™ I ssked “l ean see a milllon, eanily. TV is morning |

 § 1 ean find any
A, yora shore welcome,”

most o' my life,
thesa hyere lan
migned his name,

HE kid has besn taking out £40 ta 350 a day
ever ginee, medium gold located in coarke

R0

Melones, site of one of the richest of the forty nine strikes,
still ymids its trensure, Last summer the stream to the lower
right relinquished free gold estimated at §150,000,

Mhisdegraphs by The Authar

An old timer—Such prospectors are still seen in the farther spots of California, They
fail, however, to prove a source of information for the mining beginner. “Dad burn

hit, if 1 knew whar tuh find gold, I'd go find hit!"

purchased another 850 acres down near Sonora
in the pocket mining aren, I8 a gamble, nurs,
But 'l hit it all right, and when you hit it there
—you hit iti"

You do; when you de! Jack Stuart did in the
firat woek of his work.

The Sonora pockets are reputed to he the big-
geet gamifle in all the West's gold fields, De-
spite the Forty Niners, the country there Is still
full of gold. Around Bonora the quartz ledges
cirry thin lines of yellow metal that are merely
the promise of what lles bevond. Sometimes
thesa lnes are but mere threads, barely dis
cornable, twisting thelr way through the white
erystaline rock, Sometimes they widen to poneil
width, Ta follow them means moving mck to
the extent of their depth, and to whatever exira
distance may be necessary to permit the paskage
of the miner.

Thaere's no profit in those threads themselves
Ench dollar of gold costs tromendous, unbe
able labor, Usaally it doesn't even pny for fh.
purchase of powder for blusting, Bul somewhs
back there, “in my ming, 0. thers a
pockot Mlled with virgin gold, Jewelry rock! All
you have to o in pick it out with n pen knife.
You're rich, man, you're rich!

Jack Stunrt did. He drove
the plusive vein
et 305,000 in

HAT'S what

through the rock, followin
for five duys, and struck his |
one Jump sum, Bul Jack's w viner than most. They
tell me he has gone b il ti learn mining,
and hanked the J o () ..r.u! him apain
after he gets out

Last summer 1 pul my Lo
waork with another miss ¢h
in a row. Next r, I'll fertain

I had re: 0 tales of Mal
place on the Stanial
Timers had found the ast of all 19 gold,
The place drew its nome from that gold, which
resamblod, =0 the storiex ho lhrgn eoods

twe

w, that fabulous
r where the O

or “melones™ of m 1 evorywhere
nlong the narrow Linse of the canyoned valley.
Cina eould plek up & fortune Inoa day's panning
And it in stlll found, in the hard rock far sl
the river, whers & thundering mill s operating
24 hours n dey breaking it free from the quarts

But the Forty Ninars had not wasted time
golng inte the river. They had fournd all they
could handle above the water lne. No ote,
far as | knew, had evar tried diving II horefore

But the south side of the
aven of eolor. The thermometer stood at 112 de
groes. For a half hour | watehed some man un-
Ioading & small baat from a truck across the
stream. He didn't know much about fishing, 1

decided, if he thought he would find a cateh in
the vieinity of chloride vate, 1 left him to his
unpuccessful occupation, and  headed  back to
enmp, The Stanialaus, go for ay I was coneerned,
was definitely out!

Twao days Iatar a bright-eyad young woman
eame into the eamp, "Id you sea my husband
down at Melones?" she demanded, “He was in
a boat"

M‘ﬂ' SUDDEN susplelon wan verified. Forty
vards from where | had been working
Williarm T. Murdock had tried my idea of diving.
He wan pulling £20 nuggeta. He had, 5o his lot-
ter to his wife stated, “an easy £100,000 in sight
in the next twe summars.” That's all you have
to do; just look in the right plpee.

How do you find gold? It's redlly very easy,
Thore nre just a fow simple Instrdetions that
should he followed, and gold will certainly be
revenlml Just arountl the next bend.

Fouipment may be as Hitle an o gold pan, a
rock hapmer, plok and shovel, augmented with
a hand magnifying glags, small bottle of mer-
aury find o dontainer to earry the trepsire, (For
the latter I uke n svinll plll bottle, on the hasis
that n renl str will take ears of itself.)

Should you prefer free golil senvehing, you
progend Into the gold country, Lo any stream,
antl work up It panning samples at frequent ine
tervals, The base of a eapld or waterfall s
urually paying ground, A knife or broken spoon
In un nid Do diggir n the rocks, Of
you, may noed dere . blesting powder
il determination to remove the Iarger rocks,
Tt gold is there, If you enn get at it.

Hard rogk o 5 in the same fash
Ion. Yoeu wo stroim -m.d tha golid van
I'ro , likn water, from
J Im.]ir up that |s '|r lergoing \u' nth
veend up the bunk, panning additional
samples, until all traee again vanishas. Then
dig In; somewhere inslde is a quartz ledge that
mayhe will pay,

The third method Is the mont profitable, Make
Are et with the gods of the Billsto bring
you luck, plong the line ol the instances 1 have
photehiod horwin, T easlost on the back, and
might get your npme Into print when you eash
in at the nearest government assay oflice

cotlre
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But if nome of those appeal, there Is still o
fourth methog that s apparently infallible, Jus
firecoed me by two weeks to wheravor | plan to
g0, or follow me and dig somemhore alse, keap
ing within sight 'T'I'n'. mathml exparience has
proven mont trists hy. 1 ahould Ike 3a try W

myzelf, were 1 twine

SRS




