What Is Future OF American

How Is It Possible For Inexperienced
. Youths To Land Jobs As Merchant

Editor's Nole

The author of this interesting story has re-
quested that his name be withheld as he is now
engaged in gathering material along the San
Franecisco waterfronl for snother siory and bhe-
lieves that should his identity become known his
chances of getting the material he seeks would
be impaired. This story is written by a youth
from a youth's prospective and does nol neces-
rarily express the heliefs and opinions of Five
Star Weekly magarzine.

HERE will America get her merchant ma-

vine officors in the future? This ques-
tion is now hecoming a setious one, even with
the present insignificant number of passenger
and eargo ships of American registry salling
the =ens 15 compared with those of ether world
powars, Amerien's merchant marine has re-
mained so small through the years that the few
officers needed could be recruited from the
Navy, officers’ schools, sehool ships, and from
the smull number of men who came up through
the “hawse-pipe”, that is to say, from rank of
geamen,

Amerienn skippers who -sniled the aens 30
yenrs ngo are still ecommanding ships. But what
will happen a few yenrs hence, especially if the
American merchant marine Is [ncreased as It
must be to keep pace with the politieal and eco-
nomie trend of the times.

There are severnl pertinent  ropzons  why
young Ameri = do not “go down to the zea
in ships™, the twa principal ones being that, in
the first ploce, it 12 next to impossible to get o
job vn a ship and even if he obtained shipboard
employment, the American bhoy, according to
statistics, is not sea-minded—at least not per-
manently so. There is an evanescent, at the time
often very definite and determined yearning to
snil the seas, but the motivating force s in their
desire to see the world and not that they wish
to bocome sallers, Boys of officer calibre invari-
ably e in some more profitable husiness
ashore they have had their fling at Fecing
the warld, rataking research proves this be-
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This picture is symbolic of storfes related o the
author by young American boys trying to “see

the world" Hope is hard to banish.

senreh of a ship home, cured of their “sea
fever," Alter a few dnys haunting the water-
front in which they find their eHances of going
to mea nre about cqual with their chances of
fiying ta the moon. They watch a fow sailings,
perkaps, provided they aren't thrown off the
dock by somie erochety old watehman berause
they “just lock™ like thoy might be looking for
a Joh. Enviously they see the gold-braided, uni-
formed cadets, the ane-trippers, sons  of
“Triends” then, wearily return home 1o develop
i bad taste in their moiths whenever they think
of steamship officials, dock watchmen, or hard-
boiled company detectives wha not oy give
them no encouragement, but make life miser-
nble for them because they want a job,

The youths fare no botter at the union head-
quarters. Provided they pet an opportunity to
talk at all, their views on tnion labor are sound-
erd. What was thelr attitude during the strike?
Waould they take militant aetivity in union af-
{nirs if taken into the fold? AN questions whicl
to a youth of 18 or 20 means very Jittle, The
normal American youth Is not concerned in
thesa ackvitins

To the foct being that he = not especinlly ine
ferested in Ahe sea, and that it is made guite
clear to him on svery hand that he hasn't the
remolest chance of geting & borth an one of the
ships anvway, it is only natural that he turns
olgewhere where there is opportunity and en-
courngoment.

NI Just suppose the youth of officer calitire,
A which meanz st least & high =chool gradu-
ate, did obtain employment on board ship—as
an ondinary ssaman, a wiper in the engine room,
a bellboy, or even ns o endet. He would be paid
from 230 to 350 a menth, depending upon his
Jjob, For the same work ashore he would get
twice or three timea as much, perhape moee,
The temptation is to ses what he cap of the
world, then come ashore and, with his broadened
background, obiain more profitable employment.

What then is the solution to the souree of
officers of the future? Who will sail American
ships in the merchant teade ? Obviously to offor
the American boy something worth-while in a
eareer as a sallor and 1o give him the oppor
tunity of making good at sen

Alter a tour of the San Franeiseo walerlrant,
home port for most of the big steamship lines
in the teans-Pacific pervice, questioning young
men whoe still come from every siate in the
Union seeking a chance to gel & job on a ship
and see the world, 1 am convinced there is much
mutarinl for fine officers among them. { can't
help feeling sorry for them because [ know they
havent a ehance. Perhaps some of them, as the
shipowner: claim, aren’t sea minded, hut how
doms one know when one s not gpiven a chance?
'l wager that under the right conditions there
are many more than the “less than une-half of
one per cenl™ that the big Yoe meoec's show,
would stick and become offie

of

TALRED to all
high xehool age, high e
versity students and aelintes, and &
bndn't the advantages of other than a 3
sehool tralning. All of them wanted o
world, mast of them theught they woul
he ‘a ahip’s captain, purzer or chief
A few wanted to make “just onn trip.”
to more than twenty bays in ali, withoul exe
tion they told me that their quest for wo
board ship had resulted in complete and dismal
failure. They lacked the qualifications to get
n. and the few jobs still dealt out
v were gunrded an & dog guands
hich only & few shreds of meat
e shipowners hatked  aY them,
ignored them, they told me
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y one dintllusioned Ind,
proached aftier ohenrving him wistf
n great liner warp out from the dock,
bound, said to me.
“You've teied 4o get a ship 2" 1 asked
“Teied ™ ho exclaimed bitterly, “Why, [ eane
all the way from Eikhart, Indians, 10 get a job

Marine Sailors?

Here are two Swedish youths serving as ordinary

seamen on board a ship of their own country.

Countless American boys would give much o
change places wih these fellows,

an w ship, 've been thinking about {¢ for about
four yenrs—~rom the tine L entered high school.
I wanted 1o be a sea coplain!” He laughed n  starting out had some frend whe gave them a
distllusioned lnugh. “Fine chance! 1've haunted  Jotter wiie uscally did the triek, That, or-have
the waterfront for six weeks, 1 stay at the an experionced sailor wiha knew lifebonts g
Navy Y, M. C. A, right here an the Embie-  and apply for o ticket in their vame. Thers
cadery, and [ spend the entire day everyday \ry-  were fots of tricks, they told me. In the days
fng to get a jobh—even Sundnys But U'm going e the Unlon bired 2]) the men. most of the
homa temorrow. T'm not a guitter, but getting o sehmen, like cadets now, got thelr Johs
Job on a =hip is just impossible,” thraugh pull, Some caompony official would give
“How did you go about it," 1 asked him hem a lotter th would gt them a lifeboat
iy diffienity. They 1old me no-
i Deck Deportment could sign on the
i t ane."
an that it an orili-
Nary seaman who' is not reguired o have any
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Y1 found out from some of the men that 1o & oup )
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sign on & ship &k an oedinacy seaman, | had
tn have g lifehont tickat, Hoaw did { get that?
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Well, T had 10 be an experisnced YHinhoat man 1 I waited three deys Lo ses the man
1 went to the United Biates Const Guned and it

took a test. M | passed, 1 eould tirkee of guesthons. tonk my
Hab P ‘exh! ] st azparience th W . . me 1'd have to
familiar with « mt wned {le sguipment [ o iy yeumthing
ean't gol on a ship without oo, 1 asked them ™ | L X y wked me what

erchant Marine?

A cadet on the bridge of an American stip. 18 pomion
is gained only through influence, or “pull®, with

steamship officials.

1 was doing during the last marine atrike, f [
wan strong far unioon, and o (ol of athor gues.
tlons Uhat © gueas 1 didn'y answer sadinfactionily,
bechuse thoy oid me thoy eoulin’t acenpt me,

"I had bean in school durtog the etelke, 1
nover thought much whout styikes and unions
anth polities back in Btkbart, Afterwards, one
of the men in the hal) todd me that iF 1 seld
1 was militantly for the Unjon I would, have
passed the eommittes, Well, 1 dida't, That was
yvestarday, Guess Um all sashed up, We sead
o (6% about fiow Bard 4 i 4o ged into Ahe movien
baek home, bot it couldn’t be ax hard na i 1e
Yo get a Job on a ship without experience or
pulh™

I Aniked Ao boys from Tenneases, Arizona,
Wimois, Winconsip, Montany, ldubo, amd from
many Pavific Coast staies. Thelr atories. wore
very much the same. Same stayed longer than
others, that was afl, Oue day [ saw n young
ehap with o sultense in hin hand and o heaming
face that could mean only one Yhiog—he had
a8 job! Ne was Just snlering the pler gate of a
Mg pagsenger Nne, 1 eorneced him and after
canvineing (im that © Bhad nothing o de with
the company or the uniony, oy anyone wven re-
motely conmected with the ses, got his story
Trom Wim, 1 had 1o give the boy credit, He
Jodrned the ropes aod eide e of his krowl-
il

e came from Okdabomas City, Just oup of
high sehonl, and wanted to make & few tripe to
gen—ta oo the world, His experionce wis ex-
netly (ke that of the other boyn seeking fobs
on ships, bt he Heard the story of how endets
were appointed from friends of the steamehip
nperators or influential shippors—men of pro-
minenee.  He began plotting. He fad gona to
school with the won of & prominent Oklabons
ol man, Wnown ederywhers i ool eirdles. Al
though they were no relation, his name was
the same. Me went 1o the San Fraseisen offices
af ame of the large ofl companles, sent his
namie dnlo Uhe wive prenident, with u pote that
he was the aon of Lhe O va oll LYyeoon. The
view progident sow nim. He 40 nor know the
boy*s Tat) w e osabd, bui pome of
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Give the American boy half & chance and he
wont “give up the ehip”
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