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chooner Pﬂdys Santa Claus To Awrctic Eskimos

By Raymond ]. Krantz

G ACKLAND'S BACR!™

That's the excited ery that rings out on
many blenk shores of the far north when the
trim trading schooner €. 8. Holmes is sighted
off in the distance, her white sails hearing her
slowly but =urely on her precarious way through
the jce-floe studded waters of the Arctic Ocean.
It happens Just once each year, when the wind-
Jaommer makes her pnnual voynge from Seattle
Washington, to the frozen remaches of Alaska
with much needed supplies for the Eskimos and
white folk.

The shout of “Backland's back!" is the signal
for a eelebration, a holiday splrit—for Captain
John Backland, master of the ¢, 8. Holmes, has
hrought with him all of those thinga for which
the people of the far north have been waiting.
Often enough, they have waited nearly a full
yeur for those desired articles,

Radio sets, outboard motors, wroceries of all
kinds, wlnt biscuits — the Fekimos are very
fond of this marine “delicavy'—conl, guns, am-
manition, clothes, candy, chewing gum, tobacen
esa pre g Tow in the varied list of trading
nnd cargo goods transported to the {ar nocsth
rrch summer by the trading achooner. It would
be impossible in short space to completely List

When 'hu vessol depairtad from Seattle on
May 20, 19346, bound for the Aretic, she had in
her capacious holds a complete knock-down
church, eapable of seuting 400 to 500 people
when it in finally et up nt Wainwright, an im-
portant settlement about 160 miles south of
Point Barraow, the northernmost settlement on
the North American continent. In addition te
ing ng a part of her eurgo o new Presby-
terisn church, the €. 8, Holmes wlso earried n
shipmont of shelter eabins f

for delivery to the
Alnskn Mond Commigsion; at Point Lay; in the
Arctie region.

HE C, 8, Holmes is in some respects, a rather
unique vessel, Her master is n University
of Washincton  gradunte, with a degree of
batcholor of atrtw, in-—of all things for an able
master maring shilesophy!  And while Cap-
tain Backland is n real sen-golng mun, univer-
sity degroe or no degree, he al=o {8 something
of u #ncinl light at S 1w doparture of
his hinck- tradin s gomothing of a
socinl event as well as an oceurrence at which
the loenl water nt Hterally ip its enrs.
The schoons of Anderson, first
nfficer: ur . steond mate—are reul
wind-ship n 'mr‘] ]'.l"\‘ what running eailing

ships is all about. And they have to know their
Yatuff,” for the Arctie O« 1, with Its parilous
floes of e Is no place for a hesitant or uneer

tain sailar.
Fach venr, the C. 8. Holmes | e from
Sonttle to f‘nrm Flattery, the northwesternmost
ited States
k ANVA is off to
anrnnl( Pass, Alask
versel tacks hor w

1l there she spreade
Arvtie. hy way of

At Unimnk Pass, the
through ring Sen
while the symmetrical outlines of that beaut
eona-valeann, Shishaldin, n white and
fe among the eclouds, And seeanlonnlly n
ng of voleanle smoke mnay be seett pouring
rom the moduntain's apex.

Once through the pass, the C. 8. Holmes
ecourson her way to 84, Lawrence [eland, In Ber-
Ing Sea. Thin lanely lIsle wa= dizeovered on
Saint Lawrence's Tiv 1728, by Vitus Tvanovich
Baring, the Danish navigator who explored Ar
the North Pacifie for the Russians, and #o he
gave the island the name of the day of its die
EOVOTY.

At Gambell, the trading vessel unlonds eargo
A Captain Backiand trades with the natives
their furn, The manner of '.rnwi!\‘r 1% simnple,
with the natives coming aboeard the echooner
with their stacks of palts v pnur' the
furs to Captain Backland, \-}-n appra them

Seattle Ship Faces Many Perils On Annual Trip
With Sul_aplies to Settlements on Arctic Ocean

Keflecuons of the trading
schooner, the C. S.
Holmes,shimmer over the
rippled water. A large
amount of drift ice can
be seen beyond the ves
sel. There also is a sizable
piece near the bow.

One of the C. S. Holmes® two 24-foot motor towboats pulls
the schooner through a clear lead in a vast floe of Arctic
ice. The towlife may be seen extending to the right.
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Ed Anderson, first officer; and Andy Dahl, second mate, “Shoot the Sun” for
position, on the way north ta the Arctic Ocean. Both officers are real
wind-ship men.

The C. S. Holmes riding at anchor in the ice at Point Barrow, northernmost settle-

ment on the North American continent, which is the goal of the trading vessel on

its annual trip to the Arctic. It was near here that Will Rogers and Wiley Post
crashed to their death.

nfter looking them over earefully, amd then o
trade of ko much ensh and 8o much in goods is
arranged. Lot us say that the fors nre worth
$50, The arrangement them might be $20 in
ensh, and $30 in trande.  This being ngreed upon,
Captain Backland mikens aut o list of the artieles
desirnd by the native, finally completing what-
wvor odd cents are left with chewing gum and
candy, and then the order is filled by the
schooner’s boy or supereargo,

T Gambell, nccording to a former member
A of the win'iammer's crew, the Eskimon
the most honest of any in the north. ¥
Have,” he said, “none,of the white man's ways

Gambell s sitoated near the northwest cape;

Cape Chibukak, and fenturss s govermment
I, and & Preshytorian i the Intler
extablinhad in 1802, The school was first opened
in 1801, The picturesque little village takes its
name from Mr. and M. W. 0. Gambell, mis-
slonnries and teachers, on S5t Lawren Islnnd
from 1804 tu 150K, and whe lost their lives on
the schooner Jane Grey. The Eskimo name of
the village is Chibukak,
The triding ship then vo
Tand o village of Savoongn. where mom
bartering in furs i@ carried on, and cargo de-
stinedd for dellvery s unloaded. The schooner
often replenishes her frosh water supply at
Saveongn, the crafts two Norwegian-type motor
towhonts heing used in this work,
originally built by Grorge
; Ban Franclaco boat builder, are 24 feet
long, | are powered with sturdy gandline en-
gines, They are busy eraft in the
north, for they are used to haul the schooner

L

The towboats,

Kne

through leads in the les when the winds fall, and
they take cargo ashore at all ports, shy R
haek and forth betwesn shore and ahip, It was
in 18929 that the boats towed the C, S, Holmes

from Point Barrow to Walnwright, & distance
approximating 150 miles. Thiz was made noces
sary due in the need of leaving Point Barrow he-
fore the le# closad in on the trading vessel
Time being all Emportant in the far north, the
windjammer-trader wasten nons of it, and her
work at Savoonga being finished, aha then drives

on to Cape Prince of Wales, on the eastern shore
of the bottleneck which is Hering Strait. The
post office or villaga proper in called Wales, and
tho former wins establinhed in 1602, Heore the
saflors of the €. S, Holmes unload conl for the
miseion, as well na other sargo. And the tead-
ing for fura goes on ao ot all points where the
ship eallr

iskimor have a noterinusly short.s slhtod
view on life.” dee wl o crew momber “of the
trading schooner. ipplios for nt the
mast, one or two drys tlo not seem) o
think much of the futur They figure that if
they have enough for tod vimorrow will
tnke core of jtself.”

Wy

well

n reindenr station and a
I Most

T Wales there
gavernment

of the natlves

have | ed In government | itions
of lenr wrth, aml Wo the a of
tranlees inge valuelosx urticles in exchonge for

thing of the past, necord-

iimn ¢illnge
i known as
wmatiad @ |:u.;|.1]utirm,

kland, The E
Wales hoe |
nn.i in 1800 ft

af

And now the clipper bow of the C, 8. Holmes
poitits into the lce expanses nf the frozen Aretie
Ocenn for the first time during the voyage, and
tha wind ship forges on until she arrives off
Shishmaref, a native village located about half-
way to Kotzehue Sound from the cape. The set-
tlement takea it pamo from 8 maref Inlet,
which indents the shore of Se Peninsulp to
the north, Lisut. Otte von Kotzebue, In \lunl
1816, exploring these waters In the Russian
Rurik, namml inlet In hopor of C
Lisutenant € Bomponovich Shishmaref, who
aceompanied Rotzebue,
chmaref villoga Ix a favarite hunting and
g spot for the Eskimos, sspecially in the
summer time, They hunt walrux and polar banr;
wnd fish for aalmen, whitefish and other deni.
gons of the sea and streama. An n rule. thers in
eonsiderable jen jn the vicinity of the village,

Kotze , €, 8, Holmen' next port of call, ix
pittiated on a long peninsuln, and is fronted by a
wide axpanse of shallow water, so vessels having
enrgo for the village must anchor slx to aeven

th

fix

miles wwny, The vessels, usually are =g distant
thot only their musts are visible from shore. The
Ferguson hrothers, Archie and Warren, operate
n Dickel powered gcow which lighters enrgo and
trnuhnu gonds ashore from such vessels na the
C. 8. Holmen nng froight stenmaers,

Since Kotzebue villnge in an important post,
with many tinlera loented nt the settlement, the
windJammer usunlly remalns at the Kotzebue
nnchornge longer than st moat of her stops,
In nddition to trading notivity, Kotzebue his o
government hospitnl, n post offics, nnd schools,

1t in hers dn particular that the Eskimos are
wild™ toepee the C, S, Holmes, nnd they do
planty of yelling and ahouting among them-
selves. Tho main réason for the sxcitement, ns
membors of the fur trader's crow pxplain it is

Ko sohooner usually s the first
L Kotzebue with freah foods
outiide,"”

vessol tn

fraom “the

APTAIN DBacklibnd each yvear s honoped

with a dunee st the sehool ho J ||
cargo nnd trade goods limve boen un It s
n bizarre sort of 1, with white folk dancing
y with dark comple | Hakimes

cklnnd also gives n | v ¢nlebration

n, for m seloct group of hin own per.

in s n

nils of long stani |-I|1‘ The
man of contllerable personnlity, w

e and an Infectious Taugh
to laugh and enjoy the v
ffalra nre of the hupplest sort s
ighten the monotonous days of the

icy narth country.
eliue hon & poke

penple

e poing abiout all

the time," fnld » crew O, 8
Holmes, “Tha games eontinue The
akimon, oddly enough, are mt the
game, ton,”

The village, of ourss, hunoys the name of
Lisut, Otto von Kotzsbow, son of the dis
tinguinhod author,

Hut with the days n-rolling by, one after the
other in quick suceension, it s necessney for thy
tradi ni ship to get an her way dgain if ahe in
to win lier you attlie with tha Arotle loe bat-
rier, close in al any time and

lock

ding grip; and destruoe-
1l prige for such N
ar pour § n ao the trader ealls
on, northweslward along the Aldskon const, to
Point Hope, which was named after Sir Wi
Johnatone Hape by Beechey, in 1826, The place

Cantain John Backland, master of the
trading schooner, is a graduate of the
University of Washington,

iz a picturosque settlement, with the Eskimos
living in huts made of tundrn turf placed over
rude frameworking of lumber. These huts In
cortaln parts of Alnnkn are called barabaras—
pronounced “bub-ral-buh-rees” The accont s
on the second syliable,

At Point Hopes the whaling vessels formerly
wintered, there belng a long sandspit with
gheltersd bays on elther side, And while the
village I8 a small ane, there Is a large relndosr
herd in the vielnity, Conl, gasoline, grocerien
nnd other suppliss are left at Point Hope by the
schoonery and then the coursa is beyond Cape
Lisburne to Paint Lay, n small settlemant on a
sandipit nnd lagoon. A former member of the
erew of the trading ship now in a trader nt Paint
Lay, This plneo wan also given its name by
Reecchey In 1826, and the name compliments
George Tradesennt Lay, naturalist of Beechey's
expedition,

When the vepsel arrives at Walnwright, about
150 milea southenst of Point Barrow, the end
of her voynge dnsofar nx the northbound half In
conearned, Is near,

PMOINT BARROW! The farthest north pettle-

ment on the North Amarlean eontinent!
This unnrenossessing village I5 the ultimate gonl
af the C, S, Holmea® annual voyages. It gpams,
does thie settlement, hardly worthy of any great
affort to reach It

“1t lonks lke any nTri sandspit with some
elnm dimrors’ shacks on [L" wan the way a zailor
ahonrd the vessel described the plaece. Palnt
Rarrow fs & summer time ¥llage, but Charles
Rrower. the noted trader, and his Iarge family,
inake their hondquarters there the year aronnd,
Andl thora's n hospital nnd a miselon, and the
Fekimos nre Interenting fn thelr far parkas and
mukliks, the former a kind of cont with hand.
plees, and the Iatter, fur hoots, But fust the
pnme, Point Barrow lan't moch, And {t's a lone-
Iy place, alwn,

Tt was nenr Polnt Narrow, on Avgust 15, 1035,
that Will Rowers and Wiley Poxt last thelr lves
in o olane erash on the Wenk tunden when thelr
ernft nosed dovwn inte & Ingoon after attamnting
i takoaoff, When the trading schooner returma
kouth this fall, she s scheduled to have In her
holdn the wroeked plane, consigned to Holly-
wood  and  Harlford, Connecticut,  intorests
There will be a resnectfol silence as the mangled
plane s holited nbeard the sclisoner,

And wa, with her lond af trade goods and
earign delivared, and polar bear, fox, wolverine,
woll and ather furs enrofully stowed nway, the
sehooner sguares aronnd from Foint Barrow and
starts her homeward-hound voyage, and before
the vessel loske nt Seattle apaln, at lepst five
months will have elapied. And that's n loang
voyage, hut the crewmon don't mind, for long
myages mean large paychecks ta them!

Captain Backland has commanded the €, 8,
Holmes winee 1928, when his father, Captain
John Backlami, 8r., passed away, The present
muster of the vessel mnde hin first trip to the
north in M. and he wan 10 yenrn old at the

time, o ne p salling ship mastor, he s n falely
youne min,  He Is, however, able as & seaman,
and s uniform way of petting his work done

in the Avitle ahown that he knows what it's all

Interesting in its nwn way, for
in 1808 nt the famous Hall Rroth-

at Part Hia Waehington, this
Wi I]Ir"
W oready
of arduons parvies In the
timansions are: mogls-
+ hrendth, regls i, 87
Her gross and net ton-
figures are 623 and renpectively.
C, 8, Holmes s n fotrtopmast sailing sehonn-
or, fying three jiby, » ro stuyrail, foresall,
figgnn nnd spanker, She nlan enrries
it sl mizgen topsails, o when ahe in
undoer full wail, the vessel prosonta a heautifol
alght of & literal “eloud of canvan” Running
light, returiing from the north, the schoonar has
logied hattar than 12 knots, and she Ix axcep-
tanally handy, as har sailors proudly declars,
“never missed & stay yotl®
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