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Bridge With Any Strangers! :

on't Play Contract

Gamblers Turning To Contract As “Easy Money”
Way Of Shearing Enthusiastic Bridge Lambs

The perfect suit hand in bridge and one
which is very seldom dealt fairly but
quite often is "run in" to dupe tnsus-
pecting victims,
\ By Faay Fuller X

Even during the lunch hour will bridge fiends gamble away their
lunch money in the office buildings of the nation. From such inno-
cent diversions as this comies the hotel lobby hanger-on, hunting for

a lamb' to shear. “Big caks from little acorns grow."”

FEW weeks ago, while visiting a popular
A downtown “social club," I witnessed a game
of contract bridge between two local physicians
and a team of professlonal card players, The
two doctors played beautiful bridge, they were
in perfect accord through the m m of the
Culbertson System, they held average hands,
and technically speaking, +played supérior bridge
to that of their contenders. Yet, when the final

A very simple “guacantee used by some bridge sharps
to insure their being dealt hands like the one pictured
on the opposite side of ‘the page. This gadget is seldom

reckoning was made, at a penny a point, they
were indebted to the tune of $175.00 each!
During an ocean voyage | obesrved a pair of
vacationing Towa farmera pay off the tidy sum
of £1,100.00, the resuit of four doye of ponny
a point contract!
Its an old story and ons that is enacted a
thousand times nightly in clubrooms; at lodge

used through fear of being “caught in the act.”

then shuffled together, replaced in the original
eartan, a new stamp glued on, and re-wrapped
to give the appearance of a new deck,

When the game has progressed to the point
where & new deck is desirable, a waiter is sum-
monad and our old friend “Charley™ comes trot-

meetings, at parties, on trains, and even in the ting in with the stripper deck! By giving this ‘.‘:‘:
front parlors of those who eventually pay the deck an end shuffle, Mr, Cor D can immedintely il
piper!  The losers always pay up with a smile, pull all the wide cards, or honors, to the top. \
the fdea that they may have been hoodwinked A second eareful shuffle nnd a low ecard ia e
never enters their minds, In nine cnses out of Ingertedd between each of the top twenty card, ('
ten they will adopt a now system, practice a A third shuffle and two cards are fnterspersed B
few weoks, nfid underiza n second trouncing at bislween each honor. The fourth and last ahuffle il
the deft hands of their former victors! nnid the deck in “stacked", every fourth card in L
For several years the professionnl card shark, an honor, Mr, € then carefully places the deck b
gambley, and in ome ciges, cheater, took seant tiefore his opponent for the next deal and for e
intorest i hrid a means of paying his or Nis partner to cut! Simple lan't it and what & p
her rent. Diee, andl ganing devices spelt sytem! ¥
“fust money™ and were their principal sources Leould continuk for many paragraphs dissect- in
Auction bridge was mildly popular ing the “shark system", but these few pointers b

e too slow to expend any effort on, should convinee you, it can't bo beaten! But to
e dewn and Contrict Bridge with iis return to the subject, “Don't Play Contract 5
double and triple pennities, its nationwide popu- Bridge with Strangers’. You may ask, “How dan !
nnd n erying demand for contract players I tell whe in o professional chrd shark and "“_
aer of soginl functions. AL one cent who jsn't?" The annwer, “You chn't!" '"'*
int, enntract bridge spells "big money"” and With the exception of your own personnl ==
halle® soon observed that “enstomers" friends, who like yoursell enjoy the game and it

rather play contrpct than poker, Over- maittain an Amateur gtanding, witeh out! There
i s were shifted and today, in place are Mr, C's and D8 in every community inid you L]

chips you will ‘hear the
jdge score pads, The

ONTRACT b has changed the entire
for professional enrd “hustlers.”
ather jacket, he has donned the
1, evening, and sportewesr. In
Lo filled hetel room or ghmbling

ATY

The first six cards in the above hand are slightly
raited to inform partner that various honors of cer-
tain suits are held, Many sharp practices, such a$ this,
makes it difficult for good, honest bridge players to

compete with sharks,

Even the position of the cigarette tells what aces are held,
if any. Such tricks are hard for the ordinary player to dis.

cover, and more difficult to "nail" on the user.

will find thom playing bridge undor all kinds
of circumatances. They mny be respectablo mar-
ried peopln on the surf members of your
lodge, or easual acquaint . Many amatoirs,
who have been badly singed thed penny a point
stnkes, spend thelr evenings at home brushing
up on their own versions of the “shark system’
and nre out’to even up the séore.

»

il find Kim deaning on the swank NE of the greatest surprises and disap .
hatel binrs, at the country eliub, and even sttend- ploy bridge and that if the gentlemen pointments of my card eareer cdme by il
ing chuteh ! He hua lenrned how o With .||e will undertake to spat one for them. way of an rltlr'rl.y_llnn'.umi couple who wera in Ny
balanee a ten oup, he mointaing an pbt e Mro G agrees amd befare Jong the waiter pro- the hubit of playing bridge with my parents In
bachelor A and  his htafl | g uees o Jolly lovking gentleman (probably wear- and friends in dhr pel. Every woek for several K
(which gen A Enmie) Are  NE A l'-nn\'r_'n_11ut| bidga) who introduces himsell maonths, a group. would meot at the various L0
the talk of He travels on oconn Hnevs, 204 siates his pleasuro-at serving ns o fourth, 'Il--|1:<:‘.'<. nndd plny controct for smnll stakes, Dur- -l'.
he is a house guest in the best ho Scone Thres, Beor Ten, Three O'clock in the ing the courne of thess games and oyer i period '::_'
probably is a membar of your f morring, & ng room, Messrs. A, B, C, of weeks, I riotloed & consiatont repotition of re- W
He may or may not be married and D ha finished the tenth rubber, tha marks pagsed between this eouple '“l"l’"TR the ip
his wife nlways manage an his part srore hine I and A and' B Inc, are hidding of hanils. ,-\”l'r:'-\-' 1 recall were, "Did you 1
in hridge, “for fear of e anyone with  busy signing o 300 werth of travelers cheeks tirn off the heater", “Did you lock the door, W

her poor playing.” If single, there's always a
#friend” present who somehow manages to be
his partner. Ho pl only. far the “sport" of
the game but, if somebody doesn’t beat him to
it, suggests penny n point stakes, “to liven
things up"!

to C and D. M C and I} bid A and B gool-
nite and depart thru sepnrate doors,

Scu ur—Fifteen mina'es Inter in n cor-
won we find Mr. C, Mr. I, and (of all
people). the waiter! Mr, I is handing the waiter
n twenty dollae bill and commenting, “nice work

“You folks will have to play st our houise next
woek", ete, ‘Perfoctly Innocent remarks, but it
sopn b siit that eheh of there stock
phrie Ite ' meining in the valuation
of their respective hands, Crude, yes, but we
Intor discovernd that they had been averaging

Bridge clubs have sprung up like mushrooms  Charley®, £50 weekly through "II"‘_]“I.‘!. -rwrm-na at ope-quar- r:’
and what a fertile field they present for the Finalo—Mr. € and Mr. D (two perfect strang- Ler of & cont r.l.“”l"t. -'“lr. .l_n n'fow remote cnsen, e
sharpshooter! Women equal if not excel ‘men  grs) retire to thelr contiocting rooms in the Ho- you don ‘huu to play with total strangers to )
in the cHErant w a for playing bridee at high (el Mr. C hands Mr. I ten dollnre, his half of |m“qu-_u'|'. toitha 'AOAFk aystem:, ¢ N I|
stakes and mun 3 ife. han o= Charley’s tip, and both tirn in Aiey o8 DRl I"'." growing el whl-ch :‘\l
turned from her Wodnezday afternoon of brldge  for the advancement of their ea terdn to turn an enjoyable; fascinating and ins o
minus a month's budget and plus n firm conte-  fessfonn)” eard sharks. tellectual pastime and hobby Into n racket, Is W

tion that her fite bridge autherity doesn't
know what he's talking' about.
And just in ease you beli
these hoys by playing hettor be
ine n fow of THEIR *
solf wouldn't stand a e
In & poker game it Is preferable for card

HAT a system these boys must play! 1t's
the anme utory, more or less, after every
game. Instead of “forcing bids" they employ
“raisad cnrds', or a “stripper deck’. In place
of avercalls”, “pre-omptive shut-outs™,
bids", and “sque
ok

plays", they |r:|n|I[

The arrow poir

tricksters!

s to the shaved portion of an honor. All honors
are shaved and then the deck can be shuffled, stacked and cut
with every fourth card dealt being an honor. Another trick of the

to eliminate the “stakes" and play the game as
It wayn intended, for relaxation and mental stima
Intion. Thera nre fow things which monsy ¢in
not teuch and eontract bridgs i5n't ane of them,
Pluy for ten cents a cornoe I wol will, or 25
conts n rubbier, hut let it stop the

} it mal n beidge it is nbso- 0¢ holdogts", “Kneesprend atid the other clip In used to alip the honest deck  While C ia deallng one deck X If ?";::II:"‘T'::I II"|-'1l:;I‘II:r‘\.f large o : mn . T";' '.f L |
shaTS $8 s Skl g F Irlil: VAL SURi ‘fulse cutls™ and ysto . The déckn are exchanged in a twinkling of  discardn { the dock used A T ALY ! AR BER BN

lutely ‘mecessary and 1f ¥Ou. BHORH T\..‘\.r " It's an older system than Culhort an oye and the hands dealt, Colddecks are only  hand and aken® the eards for his apponent,  Partners after ench ru [heta's nothing a i
unfartunate enpugh to he : gl kst et a few of the more oor = plays intradueed By sharks as an emergor saure,  Mr. A on hie right. What a goltben opportunity shark et do-once separated fr "'Ill"' tenm ;"’;
a four-ha U witl g\ The deck hns wn ahuffled by Mr. C. Mr. I8 Y | apponent will teh the  for a4 man gifted in running the cards (stacking why, When )b icomen to geajl ihridges th T
in your abi to play caris hix right has piven the deck | to take chance L)y After arranging the Is lost. For the most pact, ;
the trio n mortigage on the o a9t Tl ralt e never studied | s legitimate syates

the seore is added up, For

agnl

inet smoking

» { ) enough to play with one who

I trouble luring play and while and B are enrnestly " L of Mr. A { ; Y b
I wil 't in words a | ", b O et PV * E % o . ak s b o honest game there s little they cnn -
e i hotel lobby s "Certainls", e trying to convey their honor strength each und . thitie Is st for the kiliing an ads .||t e, A gooild amatedr can i
inap iinent hotel lobby inalde his coat My, C n-rrr-?y exrn 1 af the eut .} ;‘ ;7 N ¥ Al I
X 3 p 1 . T ine nes oul } B unaer 3
CENE ONEH—Mr. A R, ¢ 1= ha for the mbment Heh of his rds that Mr. D hae so caraf i i it e e
bankers to a national convantion, deck has boon overle and during that rhal \ Ly ,,,-I ekt ottty i .I{ fesglonal sharks", 1 don't moun hridien !
smoking room sipping beer, Mr. C apy e , for & bare fract -onid, Mr hearts”, 1f Mr, C has the ace of spades, last dollar that ha will 1 s eut : “J :..,..,' -‘l-:;:l:_‘, Lr'_“ L. 3 don't maun Melitiss ||“|
bogs a mateh, sea rngages in con C's other hand holding the dech Ty roll the cigarsite to the other side, or b will remain in porfeet o n |-JI- ors, Th are many .

i The t shuffled, ¥ lipped below the f 04 i . 1 - ta “hna wing n who live by the game and t waollld by the
n, orders a W s hi ipped ng it in hin right or left hand he imparta “ac - | i Mozt kb & i i
i centors on contract  to o little ipack elipped to the ur *respectively, id hotels, it {a & simplo matter st 1,1” e to une sharp |‘.,;...,,_ 1 ”!“'." play. b
sovars that both Mr. A This gadget is known as n “hold *and ix no to ran in 1 kod cany Brivlge in n battle of wits, and |hr- heat team i
Whe doesn't! constructed that it can be carried in the pocket F Mr. D should hoid six spades, he will wr- yeb, n “stripper deck™, The s m oeard hustler will win over a _r:r-n-u] of time ; ”""'f in no "
Mr. C Inments the fact  and fastencd to a table ax the currler peats range his hand so that the fiesy vix cards are  dan do with a steipper deck would kmaze you game of cards, which ean exeall In thrills nr-.-l -
that theyv h n't & th to maks up n game hitsell, or under the prelense of picking & cand slightly elevated above the athers, If his stromg To prepnre a stripper deck for satinfnetion an that of hidding .°I.:m| wul ihla i
;‘.\“Ii This = ment = made just an the waiter  off the floor, It cagtaing twa matul elipa. i will be elevsted  twenty honors, or ten, jack, queen, king, and doubled and resdoubled and making the eon. n
|; atl y.|~l.1h.- glinnos on the table.) The waiter, One cnp holis & “eolddeck™ (a deck that hus to a point indicatin nbar of trumps pen of each suit are laid nelde and the remaining tract, IL pays I]Ifl‘lll‘:‘-.ll"l'll:tﬂ,l ton, .r.l_ A |wm|_\; hi
nnﬂ ‘\[‘|‘]||,:II|\K (e low, overhearing thin remark  been previously “stacked” ao that the dealer and LD rarte mnd (b is eus- eards are Ystripped™ or shaved w feaction of an & point,. BUT DON'T TRY 1T IN STRANGE I:|
: : 4 ' i \ 4 . " o el T ’ PANY (1L
apologetically suggests that several of the his partner will Kold a slam bid belween them) tomary to employ Lwo decks during the play.  Inch harrower in width on one end. The cardsare  COMPANY! .
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