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|der Man |deal Companion Declares Tap Dancer

Eleanor Powell Has No Time For Dates,
Doesn’t Like Company Of Young Men

£ G ; TR

James Stewart and Eleanor Powell
take a stroll between scenes of their
new film, “Born To Dance." Others
in the cast are Virginia Bruce, Buddy
Ebsen and Una Merkel,

Eleanor Powell figures out some new
routines for her latest musical picture,
“Born To Dance” by hav mental
figures of herself go through the
maotions,

By Eleanor Poweli

'™ free, white and 21,

I ean cook,

1 ‘ein wew,

I'm ngresable, T hope.

My fueo aml figur are averngo.

I Have my own ineot

Anid yet 1 have ne

I have never been engiged.

A glanco ot the list of tappers in Amoriod
shows that 1 am one of the few who have never
malil the sacred vows,  Frod Astaire, Ruby Keol-
er, Ray Bolger, Hill Robinson, Charles Collins
and Gingor Rogera have all been morried, and
with the exception of the latter, they are still
married.

But 1 remnin bottoms in marriage, even
though I'd like te be marriod,

I've boen too busy for love, and before thut
1 was too bashful,

The firat 12 yenrs of my life, | was too bash-
ful to aven glance at a hoy,

My mother decided Lo senid me to dipeing
school in Springefield, Mass, when 1 was six
years olil, 30 | could loao that banhfuloess, and
la able to meet people, knowing that it would
he & ¢ wome life for me without male
compnr

8o, frig e 1 took my dancing
alines to the ' wl under the t ge of
Ralph MeKernan, loaensd my fiest “heel anid
toe™ stops,

Dayn, weeks and months
my  hashfulnoss, but |
other peoplt, That mu heen the turn
ing point in omy e whan 1 dechiled that 1 loved
wing more thinn dlmokt anything else in the

e e going ta

ACK In sehool, the otler
B parties with their b bt ] was at
MeKernan's sehool wearing ont vhee leathor,
Even when 1 wan 12, my

Five Star Critic Appcncls

Powell Story -

rlod,

By Linda Lane

$THE World's Greatest Feminine Tap Danc-
or!"

That's Eleanor Powell's titlo—and she sarned
it by winning the championship award of the
Dancing Masters of Amerien, Bill Robinson
won the male award,

Miss Powell first came to Hollywood to ap-
pear In a small dancing role, She was prepar-
ing to retum to Broadway when she was offered
A screen test for a dancing bit in M-G-M's
“Broadway Melody of 1035

Until then, no leading woman had been chos-
en, Many screen tests had been made, but final
decision had not been made. Louls B. Mayer,
the studin hend, was viewing the muiny screen
tests when a new face nnd figure leaped upon
the screen,

Mayer nsked her identity. He was told she
was Fleanor Powell whose o sereen experi- f
ence had been one small dancing part.

"Thut s our leading woman!* Mayer ex-
elaimed.

Migs Powell wae enlled In, Mayer advised
how to improve her mnko-up, how to change
her hairdress. He instructed the building of
sols to fit her personality, how to photegraph
ey nid gown her—and Eleanor Pownll emergodl
no full-flodged star overni

She has nlways beon n lover of sporte
Her favorite was horseback riding, but her
f zed that this was ton risky for her
1 aughter, =0 Elp r took up swim
ming. nnil has becon champien, having won
sovernl meilals in ra

sseil, nnd T lost
my interent in

Miss Powell, the
world's finest feminine
tap dancer, will wear
out fifty pair of danc-
ing shoes in the mak- s

ing of her latest J

muotion picture,

dafly schedole wos
iswork in
up Tuneh and

overflowing. 1}

the moming, mak

goenerally alding
At wehool T w

sports.  Aftor we

Swinging inta the spectacular fi-

s anid cul .
I ne for the "Swinging

virn of dane

came th nale ron

ing, then home to help with dis and later to The Jinx Away™ number in the ary modern  donce
my raom s study musical “Dorn To Dance.”! Miss stage homie she's the
Boys ¢ Av. my home, I was Just toa Powell starred in several broad- 5 to make hook rugs and work
buny tpt thoir Linns. mus “Follow Thri"™, Now T had enough way tmical shows before going
Y - 1 Mart TR Tt 11 Yy lens 3 lywood night spots 5 - fofinite routines .
At ont to Ablantie City te my i G heditie - abotine ol 1ess to go to any of the Hollywood night sp Tallv toutings all day,
grand 8 T Torres. an - £ ¥ \'.h;k" ]"‘ r1 “';i'lll n the company of the men of the film city to Hollywoed. hié "
v » ¥ o] n aNew irE. 1313 Ow 1Ls
[} 1 ¥
:; Wi ) ght, 1 wan too busy to find  JMMEDMATELY after 1 I bkt st 11
h romi ¢ z e ey . t, 11
n pros - = wns e by Metro SRt ’
an the | cems to hold true. Wh 1 thed my w so 1 was giv

 York recontly, 1 hroc
108, bt I Have been so |

Wl dwny o 10408
He finally talked n “HBroadw of 193¢

make a nightly
Cafe. Ami tt
afore it act
practised on
during the nic

masgde 1L 1Img

Again [ had no

s her favorite
heof and ice cream
SAY'SE,

singing as
that 1 alm

time. for social

bxiyea™
FOMANee, even I' e,
Al summ

wed at the elnb

admits that she

leturiing New York to
Returning . ¢ ; ausa of the onergy shoe uses diring

troct to do @ g role i

fulfill my ¢on-

stitie | MYusical, : I"ve decided one

Returning to Springficld for mehool 1 still Ko i ot | e ¢ to marry an their
coulidn’t find time far boy £ )l Home “_ : I muxk ¥ __" surprised my gy more because years Ve mnde Her favorite modern authos
For tha noxt two sunmers, 1 returned to Al Hark ‘ork again 1 rionds by h""”":l dntek LB then 0 & lernte thi ¢ men r 14, andl Noel Coward wots that
Innitie City to danes at the eafe e W Yrod there with the orchestra ||I' wler; Abe 17 1 o marey o your V the modern playwright class, Fnjova
Than 1 finished Kigh sch The hig questios ) me to havp a data was alin with o0l about Henry the Eighth, and likes Me

nouneing that 1 was engt
way the papors falt abaut It
I agron that it was just a friem
heen going on for many years,
Back to Hollywood T came to
muaicnl extravagansa, “Born to. Dan
unmarried, still unengaged

Harelay's dmwings.
She doran't amoke or dr
¥ and carries 8w

won't

in the mind of the Pawell Tamily was my fu |

ture. Should 1 go to eoll r go to New York

and take up a dincing r in enrt ! Dane

ing won, so at the age of 16 mother and | \al

started off th New York
No dates in New York doring the first months, i

for 1 wan ton busy trying to sce producers in AntEn™ with

k. Believes in good
' e elophant,
have to da her fap dancing

Quile.*
Hy this time, I was in love w

bl mtapped

Aty

and .
o A Lerman shepherd

v do a tap dance,

1tsn Lhe 10 ]

order to get a job.  And | cept In- 4 Yo gt to practise g y Then my name hegan to be linked with James f : ang wax being trained
vitatfons because 1 didn't have encligh money b g gy w ' ! Stewart, who is alsa In the new nwusical. We for piow purpores when the star visited his ken
keep a full wardrobe Thar rame to Hollywood to apspesy in' (ki had n few dancing dates, but we wre Just friends.  ting sngaged, bu by : 'Irh.';_-:\: 'l"'*‘- hut to get ""!"" equip
N fact, mother and 1 were ng on such a Mol picture version of the *Scands for I will soon be back F." Nr:l-' ‘l'n:rk, and for the  busy. n?';rl 7 r'“ld"a a ;.j ;.1.!:, Is
I slim budget that we had it diwen on our  Yoxo  This was Just a small part, t time in my life it will ke for a vacation, 1 could st - } i w6 have r.-un-n;vlﬂ ¢ I\I' sh \
fhod In order to take put £20 o that 1 eould take  my i ure and 1 was so ) wondering what will happen. whom and .”'-" 1 wil ] t} " 0 e elcktn bus }.:|}.J N In
10 tap leasons. ting " Now that 1 have signed with M.GoM, have my  enough to lst my heart rule my heud, x Teall pAl=tag ffl(‘{;li] J .'i[ i
Finally 1 was given a principal role in the oven get a 1 wome In Beverly Hills and am moving my grand-  will reveal the outcome, “Sweleanor.”
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