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trange Superstitions Peculi

Perhaps You Don't Believe In Omens, But Do You Keep

Your Fingers Crossed When
Another Is Driving?

By Jane Archer

A.\'IHRIL'ANS pride themselves on being clv-
lized, yet there are probably more super-
stitlons prevalent in the United States today
than In any other civilized nation, particulurly
among children, This may be due (o the fact |
that each mationality and race that came to '
Ameriea brought with it their wuperstitions,
customs, folk lore and taboos. The American
Indinns ware, and are, a very superstitious
peaple, We oulgrow many of our childish be- ‘l
liefs in fairies, luck charms, the efficacy of wish- -~
iniz, but aven as normal, intelligent, clear think- This drawing depicts an carly
ing adults, many of us ¢ling to & few supersti- Bab_yh?lliiﬂ demon whose le
ticus beliefs, Tt is characteristic of the human " m . ® "";'“l"]’ I|hnllof .'.' T:rm. p
e that, even while we don't belleve, we are B % mr e b ‘o \ and W m: g oyt ‘ ‘?‘
unwilling to take a chance with the unknown. '.'__a h JWE‘« n AV . e u
. We are amazed when we see old drawings l! \\E'?_“wqﬂ__ LA
ieting our ancestors being cured of some ail- b 8
ment by the most fantastic means, Yet, it Is not e ud i
¥o many years ngo that we were burning witches [r:?; . H
in Americn, and 1 have recently s¢en many = LI :}I(
I lian medicine men perform their rites, by 3 H ve
tt- v

The first time 1 encountered an Indian cure -~ peries :‘:
wns during my grammar school days. Tt was in % 'r_s M
& rurnl school, taught by my mother, The Indian % = nl
pupdls outnumbered the whites about three to Py _g :::
vire, One doy a lovely little half breed Indian ‘-;‘: ;“ i e
prl, typically “white” In her dress and speech, T — il
crme o sehool complaining of a toothache. My ot .\
maother sent her home, telling her to have her 1.’1 k‘ ::
father her to the town to the dentist, The — g L
child departed. The next day she returned to g :.. J‘i,l
srhool, Mother asked her if her tooth still hurt, = U (U1
“Oh, no,” she replied, “they shot it out.® We all brzat = 1
poathered round, amozed, thinking her father i_; pumers 1 f=
must be a dendly shot indeed to have removed d.ﬁ - 1 > 'i_t-:,‘;.':.'.s b ; 1}
o tooth with a elile without harming our school =i LS i
mate in any way, And the toothache was gone! = Qﬁ \{ ([ r.h
Rocovering  from  her astonishment, mother ! = - 2 5 - } ?::
paked how the cure was nffected;, and why she "
had not gone to the dentist. Julin then described  The above picture is of the obverse side of the colossal Cippus of Horus which ;
what had happened. Her mother, father, the was inscribed with magical symbols, Many of our modern superstitions, it is 1“
medicine man and u few guests had taken her stated, can be traced back to these ancient symbols. ] :
up on the hillside. Thers they dug a amall hole s
in the carth. Julin lay down so that the sore and kean sense of smell. One should alwaya Kee; I£
choek fittod into the hollow in the earth, The & stray dog that follows him home. The Iowing o1
modicine mun whot an arrow ncross her head. ©f n cow about the house, particularly if con- i

Jilta. svose and they quiekly filled iin the hote. tinued for n long time, s a0 sign of death, A
mole burre 18 about idence in another sign
of death, =
fly in the window, or an owl hooting in the

They had shot the evil spirit, burying it before . .
it could recover from its wound and esenpe. is u bird fiylng in or attempting to

Jillin was cured. L £
vielnity. Uniler certain circumstances, the sight

|| WOULD bo impossible to list ull the super-  of o gray mare is o slgn of death, while dreams
stitions we have, Rut remember those you bes  involving horses are usually eonsjdernd indien-

Above is depicted man's “greatest
enemy’’ —a black cat — reposing on a

= : T broken mirror. f
lioved in as w child. Check them off and see how  tive of good luck to eome. The finding of a Vi
civilized you are. horseshoe I8 o marveloualy good sign, provided Vi

Who hasp't made i sccret wish on the first the person finding it spite wpon it, throws it feot these New Orleans jowelers have.” In onder Every stone haa its stperstition sttached to m

stir at night, making it ahsolutely sure to come back aver his left shoulder, returns and pieks it to bring the best luck the charm must be carried it. Thi ngate quenches thirst and reduces fover, .
true by reciting at the same time: up sind miils it over hix door. he right hip pocket. if held in the mouth. It is an emblem of health. "
Cats equal if not excel birds ns carriers of il Theé amber ix a curs fo i i ¢
e, . L LA : [ ! r aure throot, and fs sup- b
Star light, atar hright, luck. Some people consider black eata to be the HE moon and stirs are given a place of great 14 hi " g
First star P've seen tonight D S A ¢ 5 poged Lo be compised of the tenrs of birds iy
3 greatest enenm f man. Evervone khows that importance as hurbingers of good anil evil.
Wish 1 may, wish T might - : e It good luck to view the moon over the left “Around thee shall glisten the lovellest amber ul
. 5 ) - some believe it iz extremely unlucky for a hlack : _ I
Have this wish I've wished tonight, z g shoulder and ill luck and disappointment to view That ever the sorrowing sea-hird hath wepl.” 3
ent to cross one's path, 1 think more peojils : fe -
13 wap alio (e fashlon: i our sihool t/NAvE" ‘tvacs thelv stena undh emcotnlerlik oa ol it over the right shoulder, It is also bad luck to Emerald stands for fricndkhip and constancy, ;{I
co the moo & anche 5. Potu- . y
warts, 1 have played with countless frogs, col- -+ than those that do not, Many still heliove th o the moon through branches of treer. Yots IT o serpent gazes upon emerald e will beroma I
i i roq I i hiin, " > & p i
lected tadpoles, searched frantically for tonds, eat must not be allo with and other crop r";']"{ be planted in the blind, The onyx containa an imprisoned  devil 1“
. dnr [ the 0oen, falli L f ]
anil rubbed the hands of children xo afflicted in » sleeping parson or s rofy UhrK of the maon, A falling star atands fora which Hwakira &t sunset anid causes the Winrer .
2 ul pass " 0w L 1
order to acquire warts I never did. But when the 4 » sl : I‘.l L AL a! SOMAY. APRERLIIR NI# to huve ovil dreams and nlightmnros, Cupith eut "
A o4 I ‘AT, disaste nd destruct
{nshion for warts faded 1 ean romember still the has nine lives, that it will ™, BL WAY, CLRStaT Wpl| destrtiction the nails of Venus with his arrows during s'eep "I
] B Lk omeny are ve EVE-
offorts made by the children to rid themselves kick a eal means to invite Househald NE Are very preva and the parings fell Inte the Indus, sank s the A
of unattractive little lumps. One child had a  rheun vl the devil will surely g bente If & pleturs s wall it In o prophecy bottem and beesme onyx, The opal is dedienisd il
: : ou | wr of death. If o fork is dropg g w Vis s ’
frihifal time removing hor warts, teying the you If ye vh i et o death ,I i ':L dropped, a '"""]r oz to October. 1t ix the ermblem of hope, 1t s bad ‘,'
ol \ . Whan one COR if 'a knife, o itor the fork ) e | -~ s ;
pisachisviamis Bl sl SRAE HE  supeestitivr e g AT " in thi indicates the  he must finlsh it on tUie same day, olse the wark ek Tor any but Whnie birtacdsta atw {n s
fatlesh Wb Smgl Loy gimeEhers =R wp Sspl i T o, g I I‘ {2 viry el - Th will never he completed. All these Friday be.  Qelober to we It paws the sead of dis- ¢
i AT twa. ‘The first: tried many. If & ch roost  €oming of a very eharming Vil W peraon / e S ol !
\ it I-I';- - L -E \:J('l::r' ‘-:ro This= i: : in the middle of the I i taking . f food an & plate Ix doomed liefs arid the thirteen at table bringing death ©ord and s fatal to love, It ure o bring i
s "m"" el e by weklinge - nal b o mirrar brings for one probably have their origin in the New luek if given nx an engugeniont present to any
ing thi rain eollected in -I""'" w ¢ R You : ' | o £ adh Toek. The suilling of nait is tament: Jesus of Nazaréth haviog b but & person bor in the month o which the apil
the warts with it three Limes It wiun inefTective, A ! ! st 1 = . ) f e Hirt -
Vil = ab. th il Hth it is 8 e glgn of death. A woodpeekeas dril i k. Same trautile t & who war ofie 6f Lthe thirteen il rabiml
Next weo ar she mib the wnrte with 1 ) 2 : ) e the p { suppor, snd bis having. heom criictfisd -
the eye of a potato, wrap the potuto cye in a il el LB 1L o - ’ : A \ i A bouguet comppsed of dinmonde, leaditones, i
4 5 - i, = * A - L etrih spon the erons on n Fruln F, ~
bag il throw P finding the he inmates, while n ¥ n U¥ingE over re left ' i . W ot il sopphir Il remiler the wearer almiokt Ine ¥l
) furning ¢ B "y | N - — [T sien of il % . 0l wnr IS
ure also failed and v NR o A L o af the worst wige LAt LR, L bad | t = ible, aml wholly drvvslstible, Al precious W
A o en the hours |t a for s it y
rrossing of pine over thy i ) N et ames are purified by honny n
¢ i hiTE e To count t all these bellnfs and m mnone. Three vhair e - i w L
he pine whare no s ¥ . y s " b fnrobi i 1t ! A
equally 1 ul ta bring good luck, the rabbit's fur Yol in ha ming e . . O|' COURSE the more uneducatvd a porson,
3 o tall ¢ % dmiit th- 0 L L !
It » t nif charow ‘The higeer the il ot T t i N 1ith e 1 with! s rown ol Wi more peimitive, the more hn b exin -
i you ha " riabbit from: which the' fooy han been taken, the ) hetidd, a ol pludk it i uparatition, But sducation doesn't entirely alimes 5
# the knots on the or the luck. But the proper ohe to carry is Thets are muny churmy far the prevepth i £ Tt | Al P i ainerin THe Besk it dsed I8 to y
string | g and bury i a crokaronds n the [ a rab 8 in well as the most fantast i o Yol St BRIt T unitiire ikt thire I.
dark of moan. These are only n few of the oyed per tho, full I o L i Another legond goes that the rolir B 't @ peeson living whoe does oot believe in I
ool 4 14 will ke - A1 . In his " F Ieliefe of Bouthern Neg T NeCK 0 inkl =1 Leenptil I he =
Amedi Any' child wil 1l you maor in b lief the ithern A e drop to relfresh those borninge in hell, Tuck™ in wame Fform Gr wpobther, no matter how !
eriben the luckiest charm of all copper hand sroamd the neck or " b : \ i,
b the M | i mind no matler Bivw greit 'K
HERE am superstitions attached to all do In Now Orleans 1 rabliltfoat chnir oind the wrist or ankle will either cure or ! u ] ! " " hia mir o tatiar ¥ great his [
T Lt . HRATH L ' AR e il LoIb is =aisl that % b I powarn. Buperstition s 5 tromendous I
miestic animils. T can remember be ""f‘ Lzl mounte [. in silver or gold, ar nNpicuny ' it ) pon n dead bady be will strive to ab deakd 0VET o inreresting subijiet, and tey os hard as we A
find we a ohild by the howling of a dog. We were  played jn the windows of prominent There seem Lo be more cures for rheumatism - e . n
St i . ; . 3 the sh ( | street. The t thian for any other allment. The carrying of a ) may, we ean't quite slinke awny the ballnf. A l
all sure it meant death for tha pors whom the nna 0 ; 3 nllmen r "The roubins so red. now those bahivs are dead salla. ok anil - wh w i
dinge war facing. We esenped the curse only by of theso at WoTRLE 3 i ,I ek ok ’ Ripe strawliorey lenves doth aver them spread. L thron on 'k mateh il
o 1 i ' i wnre L1} nen, we =
attickty ehanging our positions when the dog  enormous. The one 1 purchased had with it a : Te kill & W e ur ! A : { Wik Wit " %
1 3 1 i ¢ " IVAriaty T EEN 1) LS thh whniln we nh
spowid any sgne of fu 1. 1t was had luck  printed slip ¢ a graphic |Hustration of Other super i ilent mre that g piey oreid avaie the ¢rnsa daring the orued i i [ ,‘ | : Yo
ta try fo ke & mave. 1 have known  the mabhit in the nnd the fo lighting thres cigarottes on one match will bring ¢ 40 n, erylr = r ehner up, cheor really bolieye wo stll don't think it wipe to Lake L
"ni 1 " } e " i not superstit g
Indians who shat & howling dog in erder to fipt In the left Il Juek, Thirtesn 16 regarded as an unlucky num 1. il A0N  reveived itx 1 ool wwnllow T = .I. n Persannlly, [.m Wik KL e I,- I rl.l
1 hel A i RTRY in the r Inriy & it r ribed g i ks don't ¢ #sve Jh' mirs i ires, or that A
avold sure snd rudden death. We alao believed fool nErave 1 in the bmr, and particularly | earded as unloeky Lo e lation. : - usy v i
\Kas If . s the moon by a red-headed, eross-ayed for thirtean to ait at table. Friday the thirteonth tomd akin ddrivd amd hung about my neck, to J
one of the hyusshold wauld surely nigger at 12 o'clock at night, riding a white s, of course, regarided an the most uniucky day Tiii, minrk of the erosn in upon d yhy It 18 gethar with & pizce of red Nannol and & nutme, :
wan measuring the grave. The dog sderad  mule” The peace of miny n ru graverard of all. It in bad luek to start on & Jourtiey on & eaid, bacaune of the fact that Jesun rode a nune to any danger, T don't .
espreially senaitive to spirits, particularly to the  must have been broken by the midnight roar of  Friday, ar th begin any new wark on that day. donkey through Jerusalem, as did his mother, e any of it—but 1 still keap my. fin. o
i L its, :
snirir of drath, rmabally hpauae of hin keen ayes artilleasy to supply the huge numbers of bl v a8 o start work on Friday Mary, on the way ! Bethlshem gOrs o1 when mother does the driving
prird
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