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Fifty Per Cent Decrease In Nation’s Cases

By Whit Wellman
I gou ever decide you were “through'?
D That going en wosn't worth while any long-
er, and the caslest way out of trouble was to put
1 = probably =aid that it
y—ai mutder, really, com-
on the persen enlled “you™

o it vou had decided upon was
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another way ?

your own  busi
reail somethi
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Er ked Mard at the hoavy-s smiling
pastor, Could this eordial, soft speaking mun
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I in Sh Hong
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home, look
¢ garden sur-
ry. A
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s vered one
will ha had

curlad around the
glass ax he 1 in cerpwind inatrue-
tione—"'Seal my henrt in a vase and send It to
my wife."

The motning nowspaper rustled
he plcked and a cap
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Norman Entler, a former British army

officer, was the first person to be pulled

back from the brink of self destruction

through the influence of the kindly, re-
tired Methodist pastor,

Ex-Pustor of Onkland Has Plan to Put End
to Self-Destruction.”

41 made up my mind to enll op you' first,” he
catid, “And here 1 am”

Battles, sending men over the top, lving in
foul trenches for endless months, shootivg sples

4 behind the lines, coming home

with a tricky hoart and a bullet-searmed
all of thig didn't count

iy

.\'I'IJ.‘I{‘S trouble war & simple, homely thing;
E anid none the less easy to bear. Hie wife
e feft him,

His life bad bovn expressed in nction; emo:
tionk which took form in direct effort he under-
stood, Pept up emotions; denied, frustrated,
witre pomothing you couldn't do anything shout,
You just wnitedl for the pain to blur. He wasn't
fighting other men's battles, but his own,

The Hev, Rubhkugel knew it wien't easy to
bring back a man’s wife; women had minds of
thelr own, these modern duys, and the pastor's
taxk Iny in showing Entler the world as it was,
& possible world in which to accomplish his de-
not to revive the past,

sires

Entler had lived n man's life, fighting, com-
manding, succesding. Would he el one woman
finikh him? Entler was 66 yones old, but looked
no mora than 40; ho was physically wenry, yes
—with u bad heart, scarred lungs, but with an
onormous fund of vitality which persisted. This
viggar shown in his face, it was evidenced in his
great, well-formed hands. There was this—an

officer’s life wan based en pride. Ordinary men

1 in the ranks, Gontlemen, men nbove
nver rose Lo commiand others, An officer's
first atcomplishment was to master himself—

falled ta do.

“You enn't do thig to yourself,” the pastor
concluded. "Promise that you'll postpone suleida
until we get you straightened up—nadjusted.”

“0. K., Dominie. TN give it a whirl!"

and thix Norman ler hi

NTLER went home that day to arrange his
E affalrs, pny a lump sum o his wife—which
took most of his capital and landscape busineas
—and sat down to consider the future. A friend
dropped In, they consumed several sandwiches,
hot coffee; Entle memary went
days, when he roamed the rarth,
tight spoin and ont of them.

"1 remember Lawrence, the Englishma
e Arabs to viclory in Palestine, Allenby In
L,on stonefaced general! There was the
night my best friend sniped at the Borhe before
wa went over the top of the mud trench. We?
Wa started together, he got to the'top of a pro
tecting sack, A blast of shrapnel got him in the
throat before I'd moved a fool, Seems a0 damned
long agol™

wack to war
getting int

whi

The Rev. Robert Rehkugel, 64-year-old head of
the Suicide Prevention Society of America, is en-
deavoring to enlist the aid of 1,000 retired minis-
ters in his nation wide campaign against

Of Self Destruction Is Goal
Of Unique Organization

sell destruction,

“You've got a book In vour hewd," Kis friend
sald, “Why don't you write it

Norman Entler laughed, then considered.

“iI've lived a thousand years',”
gested, “That's your Litle.”

Toddy the former British olficer” haagwritten
the first chapter of his book; one chipler n week
for 10 weeks, the suthentic experiences of a life
time packed with thrills, tragedy and humpr—
events in the Hfe of n fAghting man, Entler is
far from being “theough™; ha knows that he has
Just begun,

his friond sug-

Gy EADJUSTMENT,” says the anti-sulclde

R pastor, “is the keynote, We cannot nlways
change difficult cireumatances—cannot  bring
back the past—but we can adjust ourselyes to
the present.

“Most would-be suicides do not really want to
die. They want to live—but geem, for the time
being, unable to conguer whate:
tunate situntion may be;

er their u

“Narmun Entler was our first case, and T huve
d,
louving the pust wherd jt belopgs—behid him.
His new outlonk hae already made him a differ-
enl persan, The hook he's begun, '1 Have Lived
a Thousand Years," will be the finest thing he's
ever attempted, The finnl chapter, 've tolid him,
should deseribe how near he came to suiclde
how he gained a victory over himself
eanquersd, not the situntion—his
come hack to him—but how he conguored him-
self. That man is winning the hardest fight of
hin life—with himself,"

A high schiool tencher eame to the Rev, Hel-
kugel. Her wister had lost her positiog,
an Injury in an aceident, and wae enntes
wuicide. The padtor went home with the
chatted with the other womun
her to vielt her own church
ing with the pastor, she gained renewss
and hope; she Is now on the way Lo recovers
planning a new i

svory tensan o bBellove that he will go alhe

how he

wife hag not

and per

i th

“In the United States said the Rtov. Heh
kugel, “there are 1,000 ministers, rotired men
with many good yenrs left them: returi
foreign mixxions who cannot go bick to tho for
oign fielidl bechuse thers f& no monoy to send

them, wnd minfetors who logt Whelr pastoritos

hocaiisa of the r eanlon, These o e rikined
and reniy. I beli t mosg of ¢ I be
happy for s chapes to tale tha platforn
Among eevernl prominent sponsor { the
mavemnent (s the Countess Julle Lasalle Steven
on, founder of “Tha ¥ n ! 1w of
America,” with hesdaquarters in Holly }
i TR f the

ugel refuted the thetry that
weapins, polsons, or tall buildings, wers
in the desth rate,

*“The whale eatse in mental. If we car
a peraon's attitude toward life, ha'll want to
A million tall buildings won't make him want ¢
Jump off, There in & rumor that the San Fran

mer Pastor Launches Anti-Suicide Campaign

The ahove old Enalish print of medioval times depicts a person who has committed

suicide being attae

ced by demons from Hell who, in turn, are being driven off by

an angel with a flaming sword. The guestion iss Which wins the battle for the
suicide's soul, deyil or angel?

elseo Bay bridge will earry miles of high wire
foncitig to provent peopls from leaping inte the
bay. It may provent them from: that particalsr
form of self destriietion, but only a different
mental outl

will keep them frpm fnding some
other ‘wuy out’"

Soon after un Oukland newspaper told of the
pastor's nnti-suicide plans, he was fooded with
letters dram  men and  women  who  “were
through," anid wanted to tell him about it, Sev-
eral pitiful lotters came to him, one from a wo-
man who signed hersell “Two-thirds Done';

“My life b8 two-thirds spent in ihe normal
course of events, But | doubt very much that 1
eare to wait the end of the other third, In fael,

I debate from day to day

Sometime I'm going
to do It 1 just haven't decided ypon the means.
That's all that deters e,

“1 suppose the anti-suicide arguments would
y et to sociely” or even a religlous arju-
ment, But peither would work with me,

[

M1 odidn't ask to come hero, but | have o e
Toet right to decide to leave, And Uve about de-
eided,

“The world is t vinful. My hody is preity
hadly used up; and it js oot my Fault, Physicians
tell me 1 ean never regain my health, 1 searcely
get anight's sleep and seldom are the days that
are free from pain, Should | wo on and on?
Buffur? No!

“Two-thirds Dane,™

ﬁ CHINESE youth, Joloph Wesley Hoo Won,
Nar conk stove at Stockton,
ihedd to correct the high

rabe nmiong ponlo: and axked the

“Buiclde is a useless thing and & great mis
Pl e winkel, “May e

them that they

I eapbil continee some of

slop whd think hefore
vommitting siich a great mistake as self destruc.
o,

shrerniled

In nnewer to

s pulilished; n

Y wrote qun

v oo o b oshoithl ke to dreive (his teuth home,
that every suielde is a tragle mistale, Just thats
Why call it that? Well, one

conld write a hook, thete are s many reasans,

A lragle mistalie

Hut Iet me give just ane and state
It wo plainly that it may shock this person back

to hor se

it roanan

tielate it s

tono late

“let me i oyou, Triend, i murder 4 mis

viri shonld be plotting right now

fake?T Supp:
the death of

wron

nequaimianee—waonld it e

“Rubelde i murder, pure and simple, The Tact
that the erime s usually eommitted in eold hlood
makes i1 all the more horeible, and tragic.

It makes no diference that the person mur.
dered 18 ‘me’. The result is the same: a human

life s taken by vinlence—by my guilty hand.

“, . . Consider well, my friend, before com-
mitling murder in cold hlood!
“Sincerely yours,
“Epaphras,”

HE definite goal of the Suicide Prevention

Sociely in a 50 per cent decrease of suicide
canes in Ameriea by 1040, Its motto in ""Prevant,
Beek, nnd Save”

Mothods to be followed, necording to the Rev.
Rehkugel, ‘who has turned his home at 1630
First ‘Avenue, Oakland, Calif, inte temporary
headguarters Tor his work, will take the form of
a nitlonal publicity campalgn enrrled on through
the press, churches, rudio, and movies, as well
an lectures; he alsp cxppots to see an sarly an-
nouncement of a Sulclde Prevention Supday and
a Buicide Prevention Week in every State, A
natlonal endowment fund will be created by vol-
untary submeriptions, but for which there are to
bo no solicltors nnd no collectors.

“We plan inoaddition he says, “a Sulelde
Prevention Patrol. A comphny of mén and wo-
men tealned and pledged to proviont from self
destruction those ready to perish, and to restore
them to their families and to society.

Hinea primitive times, suleide han been recog-

nizod an an evil af siclety. In law, it wan felo
de pe, Lhe intentiono] taking of one’s own life,
Strangely, among uneivilized peaple It wan un-
numhber af
favared suicile, bub it was
KRorun, By Aristotle §b was
eondemned an unminly, The varly Romang recog-
nigod many reasons for sulelde, anid punished
with confiscation of property only sulcides come
mitted to eseape panishimptit for a crime.

common, though not
Orlental religions
fotbidden by the

unknown. A

AUGUSTINE conaiennl
¢ chureh councils, ns
, duprived the carpee of the ordinary
rites, In midioval law the suicide's en-
wan eonfiscited, und custom de-

suleido a sin, and
anrly ax tha fifth

croed pubilie Indignitles to the corpse—such as
drogging by the hedals face dowowird, as in
France] or bhurying at the erosseonds with &
’ v through the body, as in Eogland, An old

lieh lnw

compelled forfeiture of lands and
it all 1
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