" Can Science Prove We Survive After Death?

Strange Sensations Are
Described By Patients
Who Apparently Died,
Then Returned To Life

By Peter Wolff

AN it be proven that we sur-

vive after death—that our
personal entities continue in a life
ahout which we know nothing?

If people persist in committing
mileide by earbon monoxida and
cyanide paison as they have for
the past fow years, this question
may be definitely nnswered, Indi-
cations are that it may be an-
swared by “Yes! Individunl lives
continue, and death is merely a
phase, & transition.”

A year nr more ago, medical
siienee wns helpless to aid a cnse
of eyanide poisoning, Today there
is evidence that & patient can be
pronounced dead by all tests—and
be revived within a few mnmﬂntsl'.

In rare cases the would-he sui-
cldp remembers hix experience!
He returns ta life, and melates
what happened to him: where he
went, what he gaw and did.

In the first case of thiz kind,
the would-be suicide was Charles
Riley, He was a young man dis-
appainted in love, The girl he
wanted to marry had turned him
down, and he took the shortest
route to forgetfulness—potassium
eynnide

He was rushed to the San
Francleco  Emergency Hospital,
His pulse had stopped, there were
no visible signs of life. Under
ordinary circumstances. his casa
wns hopeless, hut a new treat-
ment was ready for exactly such
& Chse

Health Director Dr. J. C. Geiger
was enalleid,

“We can save him if we work
auickly,” he zaid. And they gave
the oy an injection of dye—
methylens  blue, The patient’s
skin begun gradunlly to turmn a
faint turquoise, and in #un unbe-
lievably short time he was
brought back to life. Within a few
hours he was able to leave the
hospital, eompletely recovered,

Fantastle and impossibla? Tt
seemed to be at the time, but its
authenticity is based upon hespi-
tal records. The cnsge wans so un-
usunl that young Riley, a medical
student, wias neked to write down
hir experience,

HAT he wrote and told was
of more importance than
the details of eyanide poizoning.
He remembered heing  consci-
ous, somewhere—while his physi-
enl body was denad

“The cynnide,” he reported,
“was painless, It parnlyzed my
arms and le and crapt upwards.

1 hecame unconscious quickly,
without pa There was &
stran nsation of floating, as if
I wern heing lifted from my body.
It is « 1t to sxplain to any-

wsn't experienced the
It wasn't like dying

one

same

at all, but like floating off some-
where, belng relensed from the
world I knew."

To his friends he explaine!
further, that although he knew
his body had died, he hadn't died
—but had simply entered a
strange new life to which he
hadn't time to grow accustomed
before he wis called back by
methylene blue,

Another man “came hack” the
other day under similar condi-
tions, but recalled nothing exeept
that death—to him—was a dark,
silent interval, during which he
was conscious of nothing what-
Bver,

Eugene Kratzer was “tired of
it all”, and took a deadly dose of
eyanide, Again the ambulance
clanged to the hospital, and again
Dr. Geiger injected methylene
blue, Kratzer was snatched from
the grave, and one hour Inter wns
embracing his daughter and de-
cidisg that life wasn't haul
after all, that now he “wanted
to live agnin". But death had been
an utter blnckneoss,

“There wasn't anything,” he
said. “I remember swallowing the
acid, The light went out for me,
I didn't feel or gee or senie n
thing until 1 woke up In the hos
pital. 1t's n great pity T can't toll
about it, but—there wasn't any-
thing to tell."

Kratzer's case proved again
that methylene blue “brings vou
back™ It did not answer the
guestion of survival after the
body had ceased to function, but
the simple fact that he “came
back” ralsed a logical query,

Presumably a spark of life had
been called bhaek to inhabit his
physical body, What was that vit-
alizing force during the brief per-
jod of death? If it had not ex-
isted as an entity, how eonld
Kratzer have lived again? Be-
cnuse the patient mat blankness
when he passed awny proves only
that he wasp unawas
perience—much as many people
drop off to sleap for hours with.
out drenming. His lack of awnre
ness did not prove that he had

st

ve of his ex-

Dr, Geiger with part of the
elaborate life.saving equipment
he is frequently called upon to
use in treating persons who
have tried to “end it all."

lost hie identity, sven though it
seemed so to him,

N six similar cases of cyanide

poisoning, only one resulted in
finnl death. The five other In-
stances received methylene blue
and recoversd without serious af-
ter effects, Two of thess are in-
teresting hecnuse they are typical
reports from Dr. Gelger's ree.
orde:

“F. M. a white male of about
55 years, attempted sujelde by
taking. potassium eyanids, but
wn# able to give this information
befors losing eonsciousness.  The
beginning of troatment, on arriy-
al at the hospital, was after the
usunl signs of cyanide poisoning
had set in, A total quantity of 100
e. oo of the solution of the dyn
was injected within 46 minutes,
Recovery was complete and with-
out complications.

H. M, a white male of about
sixty venrs, a druggist by occu-
pation, attempted suicide by swal-

* lowing a quantity of a dilute solu-
tion of hydrocyanic acid, By the
time he was brought to the hos-

pital, unconsciousness, oyanosis,

An invaluable phial of Methylene
Blue used by Dr. Geiger in restor-
ing to life persons who have at-
tempted suicide with cortain types
of poison.

stertorons and Irregular respira-
tion and other definite physical
signs of poisoning had appeared,
A mixture of 15 per cont oxygen

and -5 per eenl earbon dioxide
(“earhe "), was administered
at the time the dyo was give

en intravenously, Reeovery was
complete d rapld without res
markable incident.

The effects of the dye in cy-
nnide poisoning nre seen within ‘a
fow minutes following the begin-
ning of the intravenous injection,
and are so definite that they may
bo described as truly dramatie”

MUCH discuzsed e is that
A of Willinm Pelley,

author
and  mystic, whose experience
with death is perhaps the most
remarkable of modern times,

Pelley had spent many years
in reading ocenlt literature, rotie-
jous tracts, and the beliefs of
other men—Inymen and seirntists:
He wanted very much to beliove
something definite regurding per-
sonal survival, but he ended by
doubting the value of everything
he had read relative to an after
lifa,

One evening in his eabin in the
Sierra Madre mountaing of Cali-
fornia he want to hed early, in-
tending to rest. He had been
smoking his customary doxen di-
gars and pipe during his writing
day, but felt no il sffects. He
was, in fact, particularly healthy
and wall, mentally and physically,
Hizs mind was untronbled by
worty, and he lay hnek to plan
the next day's work, Gradually he
dropped aff ta zleep.

At Tour in the morning he sud-
denly awoke—he tried to move,
but found that he wns suffering
unaccountably from what seemed
to he n heart attack,

“I'm dying.,” he murmured, anml
was eonvinced that the end had
come. He wae startled, somewhat
frightened, and then —

Helping ninds seemed ta 1ift
him up, as if taking him from his
hody, When he had Inst consejous-
ness hn felt ar if he were spin.
ning toward the earth in a swirl-
Ing spiral. This sensation ceased,
and he “awoke” in a portico gur-
rounded by  friends he had
known on earth before they had
died,

Nearhy was a Roman plunge,

An he began to recognize his
friends, they muggostod that he
take a dip. He stood up. found
himself naked, and was a little
embarrasasnd. Then he sank intn
tha poal af elosr water, When ha
eame out he was strangely re

n jonger noticed hi

k. He falt, in fact

me if he wore fully dressed

Tha atmosphiors in the |
was turquoise blus, and
Away -
whirh

he dircerned »
renchad aul endlessly
the distance

He feit,
homa=it did not seem ety 1K
be thare, sny more than it
secmad wir

Heven minutex
elock, he loat hin 1
the new world int hich he hnd
Rpun, and opene eyen in hin
own mam. He looked out of the
window, where n

into

ally

eradn

e L

o e of

moot had eome

up to dimiy ligt pale sky. He
rors, and falt pe tly well —the
he attack ha nassed and
laft him ngar than evear, He
felt likn

a pew man", mentally

Iy
T experionces af that

nature oceurred to him, but he
was convineed from his “seven
minutes in etarnity” that the hu-
man identity is not lagt by death.

IME will insvitably answer the

age old question of “do we
survive 7, but meanwhile several
resparch investigators are not
content to wait.

Heraward Carrington, who has
probably witnessed more inferest-
ing prychie manifestations than
most men, wrote several volumes
on the sdbjeet. He does not deny
the phenomenn which ocourred
through various mediums, but his
conclugion (due possibly to Scoteh
cantion) was that the case for
survival ip “not proven®,

There is one certain test, which

to most investigators would be
satisfactory, Through some source
let a person who hos died make
known a fact heretofore known
only to himself. Let that fact be
proven, It may be forwielling an
event, loeating an article lost, or
mnke himself known by a senled
messuge which he (like the late
magitian Houdini and others) had
left behind,

A tremendous rewnrd wis of-

tered to anyons able to read the
messagn left by Houdini, but so
far no medium has succoeded, nl-

Dr. J. C, Geiger, §an Francisco's noted health officer, and an attendant making an injection of
Methylene Blue into the arm of a patient who has attempted suicide.

not intended to learn the answer
to this question.

though many attompts have been
made.

Perhnps, as scholars and inves-
tigators sometimes think, we nre

freshness.

package.

P.5....Yes, indeed! Double Your Money Back if you're not
pleased. Offer still open, for 30 days from today,

ARDON US, folks,
Mellow Old Cold to your ear and roll it between
your fingers, you can actually LISTEN to its factory-

You'll hear no crackle of stale tobacco. Just the
silken swish of prize crop leaf, in the very pink of
smoking condition. Thanks to that double Cello-
phane wrapping, protecting every Old Gold

But don't stop with the “Listen Test"! Light a
“Double-Mellow” and get the thrill of that wonder-
ful double-mellow flavor. 1 you don't say, after
trying half & pack, it's the finest cigarette you ever
tasted, mail us the remaining ten smokes and get
double your money back . . . plus postage.
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but, if you'll hald a Double-

Innar [ocket of
Collophans apens
Trom the top

Outnr jacket of
Cellaphone apsns
fram the bariam
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