
"There's Many A Slip Twixt The Cup And- -

Hand Of Fate Has Played Cruel Pranks On Many
Actors And Actresses Seeking Fame On Screen
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By Linda Lane

of nmlerlal have been written aboutREAMS struggles of our acreen stars, the

pitfntli and handicap that accentuated the Inci-

dent in their Uvea devoted to the pursuance of
establishment in t!io theatriml world. But those
narrationa of mental anguish, of bitter disap-
pointment and disillusion have tittle comparison
with the unfortunate physical handicap that
facet Roilna Lawrence, the little hlond Canadian
itar now under contract to the Hal loach studio.

The fuU-- i were kind to Kotmia in giving her
beauty and personality. At an early ago, in h,

Canada, where she was horn, Kosina
took to dancing and iim;in. It wan a happy life
for her, while her fond parents envisioned the
day their attractive offspring would n Into
a HltinK figure on the pmfrHKionfil stage. With
thii thought in mind, they brought her to Holly
wood and she played in ;eeral film aa a child
actress. Thence it was to New York to study
under some nf the leading artists there. After
this extended period of tutelage, the parenta de-

cided upon a trip to Kngland to visit relation!
and permit their child a more worldly education.

After a year spent in Kngland and the whole
of Kurnpc, IJosina wns brought back to Holly-
wood. Her beauty was maturing and her ability
In the art of dancing was growing, so the family
derided to make Southern California their per-
manent residence which, of course, meant put-

ting Kosina in Little did they know tht?
move would be captioned with tragedy.

The find, dny Kosina was in school she was
knocked down by another child while at play.
What waa thought just a minor injury by the
parents was pronounced as paralysis by the
doctors who exumtned her after she had lain in
bed, unable tn move, for several days.

little figure, so lithe, so beautiful, wasTHK of its activity, for her whole left side
was completely paralyzed. For two long years,
tjiis little lady, invested with every requisite for
a life fn the theater, was branded with the toll of
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Quit the films? Not Wally Bry, who is

pictured here with his dog Tuffy. Willy in-

tends to remain in picture! ind "die by
inches."

Durned If I Didn't Do It
: A

Few screen actresses have had greater ob-

stacles to overcome than charming Rosina
Lawrence, who is now well on the road to
fame after having been paralyzed two

years.

I waa a little bit disappointed when they took me

to the high school auditorium to pull off the

homecomin' ceremonies. After it was all over I

asked Mayor Tom English why he didn't let me

talk in the op'ra house and he saya "it's stored

plumb full of hay."
But I'm kinda gittin' ahead of my story. I told

you about the bazooka and I Just happened to

remember that the bazooka ain't been born yet.
I told you before about this string band we

used to have. One night, we was practicin in the

back of Hayman'a plumbin shop. In those days
I played the mandolin on all and fox-

trots, but on walUes I was playin bass by layin'

By Bob Burns
(Continued)

about this time I made my first
ALONG in the show business. I was about 13

years old. Besides playin' the mandolin in our
string band and the trombone in the Queen City
band, my uncle had taught me to play a piece
on the piano. It was "I'm Goin Back to Texas,"
one of his own compositions. It was the first
piece I ever played where I UBed both hands and
it was the only piece I knew.

One day Colonel King, who owned King's
Op'ra House came to my house and said he heard
I played the piano. He wanted to know if I'd
play at the op'ra house. He had "The Squaw
Man' playin there that night and he wanted
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by slight injury. Anxious, tense and ambitious
to exert her very best before the cameras, she
didn't notice that ahe had skinned her knees.
After she retired to her dressing room, she dis-
covered the barked legs but returned to the set
triumphantly. There had been no medical atten-
tion; Instead, Tilly had devised a new means,
that of wearing a pair of football knee-pad- s

which were easily concealed by her flowing cos-
tume.

Although her name may not aa yet be a house,
hold word In the homes of American theater and

the career of Tilly Losch has been a
aeries of mounting triumphs. In Vienna, the city
of her birth, she rose through 12 years of ardu-
ous training at the Opera Ballet school to prima
ballerina, dancing frequently before royalty.

Now, after her thirteenth trip across the At-

lantic, Tilly's eyes are set on the topmost pin-
nacle of motion picture fame, not aolely as a
lancer, but as an actress, too.

BKKKY frowns at those insistentWALLY that crop up so often, telling of
his planned retirement from the screen. Not that
Wally feels himself indispensable to the acrcn.

'but that the screen la indispensable to him. Re-

tiring? Bah! Twenty-od- d years of picture activ-

ity has made his work too interesting for him to
think of retiring. "Why, man, I'm just getting
started," he says, and ambles away to the set.

There we followed him, drew up a chair an '

queried him for a few- details.
"Throe times." Inuched Wally, "I have retired

yes. nctuatly was going to take life easy and
three times I have returned. A man's gt to keep
roing."

lUrn (n Kansas City. Missouri, Beery started
is a wiper in a railroad roundhouse, became an
elephnnt trainer, and finally found himself in a
musical comedy on Broadway. The illness of

Raymond Hitchcock Rave him an opportunity to
tar in "The Yankee Tourist." Thnt was his con-

firmation and he became "dead-set- " on a the-

atrical career.
After touring the country in a stock company,

Wally made his screen debut in a l com-

edy at the Kssany Studios. Not content with
knowing only one ancle of the motion picture
business, he became a director, studio manager,
cameraman and electrician. In Hollywood he
joined the famous Keystone comedies company,
and after completing his contract he took a

group of film players to Japan. The venture was
far from successful and Beery lost every cent of1

his accumulated famine.

W hat's this? Wh.t'i this? Why,
it's Bob Burnt, the boy from the
Orarks, oiculating Kith Martha
Rave, the gal who hat mouth

bigger than Joe E, Brown't.

What viHi falling down the prompter's
pit on a Vienna Ui;e and harking her
knees before the camera. Tillv Losoh
has had plenty of trouhlr yettin
launched on her film career. But at last

she's on her ijv.

K in Hollywood h btv.ime a "heavy" and
BACI instiirH nid-ps- ns the burly viilian in

some music between acts. I told him that I

couldn't play pood enough for that but he laid
he didn't know anybody else that could pluy at
all and my playin' would be better than nothin'
and that he'd pay me $2 for it. I told him I'd do
it. but it'd be purty bad.

Well, that ninht. I just kept poi:n lin' away.
re(eatin' that piece over and over. By the time
the show was over I pot so I could play it purty
pood. After the show 1 went out front and Mr.
Kintr cave me M. I reminded him that he'd

promised to pay me $2 and he says "that's all
it's worth." I says 1 told you it'd be bad and he
saya "yes. but I didn't know it'd be that had."

I a'.ways h.we had a soft spot in my heartBl'T the op'ra house because that's where I

cot my start in the show business. Not lone aco,
when I was sicn'-- up to appear with Bine Cros-

by on the radio I stepped on" Rt 'an Buren on
the road out to California and they pive me a
hip homecomin'

All the way to Van Buren I was dreamfn'
about playin' my bazooka and talkin' to the
people in that old op'm house. Well, they met
me at the train with four bands, several thou-

sand people and several hundred dops and we
had parade down Main street with ox teams
and covered wagons. Everything was great, but

my finger on the edge of the table and draggln'
retined broom ttick scroti my finger. Wsll,

that nipht we played that "Over the Waves
Waltz" so much that my nnpor'pot purty hot
and 1 was just foolin' around waitin' for my fin-e-

to cool and I picked up a piece of pas pipe
about two feet lonp and blew in the end of It
and my lips happened to catch ami 1 made a
bass note. That pave me an idea. I picked up
a piece of music and rolled it up and slid it in-
side the pas pipe. I found 1 could make about
three fuzzy hass notes. The other boys all
laughed and I suppose I waa just like all other
boys if you lauph at them they'll do it again. I
spent the rest of that nipht fipperin' out the
bazooka. I found another smaller piece of pas
pipe and slid it inside of the other one and then
I soldered a whiskey funnel on the end of it.
I RKMKMHKR the other boy, thoupht it was
I kinda silly for me to ruin my lip for a trom-
bone to play on that homemade contraption, out
I was always proud of it. But even I didn't dream
that some day General Pershinp and tha King of
Spain would pit blue in the face from tryin' to
blow the same instrument and that it would land
me in this beautiful suite between Bing Crosbyand Caroie

(To Be Continued!

inactivity, poctois, vui iulis'.fl all of them,
the aids and attention of their profes-

sion. Kxeivise was pronounced the m.st leaMoU1

cure. Kavh day she was lifted from her chair
and assisted in moing alntut.

Joyfully, her motive powers returned, slowly
but ever surely. It took patience, tHi, but the
girl demoniitiated grit and son was mpiestmg
that she return to dancing school, a suggestion
with which the pbyMeians were in ngreenient.
Again she became adept, proticient. Her destine-care- er

and success was again a reality.
Hosina danced at the Foreign Club in Tiju:itn

rrofessional recognition came her way and she
waa summoned to New York to appear in "The
Angel of H way." then in "Kaut." lieturn
inf to filmland, she became Sally Kiler's stand-in- ,

won necessary experience in motion picture
technique and was given a contract at the Ko:

studios.
With the Kox company and -- Oth t'entury pic-

tures merging, Kosina saw her contractual obli.

gations transferred to H.il Ko.ich. They are

grooming her for the stardom which is desen-dl- y

hers.

TWU'K
in the meteoric canvr of Tilly Losch,

famous dancer and actress,
her debuts have been dotted by tle minor injury
md misfortune.

It was when at the age of (he that this de-

mure edition of artistry .lanced her way to a

year's nbvurtty. She wa dancing with a balloon
in her hands at a Vienna theater, and an amazed
audience yaw her drop suddenly from sinht. No.
it as not a leeentermatnian unt. Far from
beinir a part of her routine, Tilly had fallen
Ihrouph the trapdoor of the prompter's pit.
which was the standard part of so many of the
continental stage of that tirre. For this

the Vienna Opera BaPet scNvl barred her
from further public appearances for a year.

Just recently Tilly's screen debut was attended

'l!ihin HoH." the
"The Sfa Hawk" aril other hits of the day. Hut
his peninl personality enuhin't tolerate continued

portrayal as a menace, so with Kaymond Hat-o-

as hi teani-nvi'- he returned to comedy.
Then he joined MliM and here was destined tc
ittain the heichta in his field. Sympathetic,

roles were his fare and in staccato
succession he rent the hearts of millions of pic-

ture followers with such ace performances as in
"The Champ." "Grand Hotl," "Viva Villa" and
'Ah. Wilderne."

No. Wally Iteery doesn't entertain a single
thoucht of retirement. He doesn't want to "die

by inchea."


