Texas Longhorns Reach End Of Trail

Famous Breed Of Range Cattle, Once
Numbered In Millions, Nears
Extinction — One Herd Remains

turned back on the range where they were pot
again molesied until they were rounded up =z
second time a year ago for shipment to Cali-
fornia.

The rapldity with which the longhorn disap-
peared from the _\‘al.{le ranges, according to old
time cowmen, was almest startling.

By Hal Mitchell

HEN the Thundering Herd moved out of

- Colorndo City anid Abilene aver the long,

long Ltrail that led into the Pacific Northwest, it

wan the Longhorn going forth to stock the lux-
uriant ranges of a virgin land,

When the great trail herds cume westward out
of Texas to form the nueclei of the New Mexico
and Arizona cattle baronles of more recent years,
it was the patient, stunly and resourceful Long-
harn that tolled nlong the wehry way.

"Git along, little dogie” was first sung by
grimy, sweating cowhands to lngging weakling
longhorn youngsters to cheer them on their
dusty trek,

It was the longhorn for which the ploneer
fought Indinns, braved torrents, gambled, bled
and died, In short, it was the longhorn that made
the ranches of the Waest.

Now that famous strain of desert eattle, gaunt
and lanky, fleet as antelope, with horn-spread
frequently as much as eight or ten feet, some-
times twelve, is all but extinct, literally bred
from the range, supplinted by the more beely
and just as sturdy Hereford which roams the
motntaing and arroyos in greater number even
than did itz more celebrated predecessor, with

’ whese departure went much of the glamour and
the romance of the cattle lands.

Insafnr ag in known, only one small herd re
mains. It ix loeated in the Wichita National
Game Hefuge of Oklahoma, where it ranges
under the watchful eyes of the Federal Biolog
jeal Survey, sole reminder of the glories of &
more romnntie day. é

These Inst of the Longhorns were purchased
by the Federal Government in 1827, following a
search of the country by the U, 8. Forest Serv-
ice, under congressional appropriation, in a be-
Inted attempt to keep the specles from becoming
entigily extinet. At that time they numbered
only thirty head, but late in 1984 when they were
transferred to the custady of the Biologival Sup-

Roaming in milliens over the broad Texmns
plains a half to three-quarters of a century ago,
before the railroads came, the longhorn was eon-
sidered of little value except for his hide and

(Phats by W. C. Burm)

The Longhorns were on the verge of extinction when, in 1927, the Federal gov-
ernment purchased the few remaining head and started building up the herd.
;s

This small herd, near Cotulla, Tex., was inspected
by government agents, but they were not purchased
because the strain of the Herefords was already be-
ginning to predominate,

Mable Strickland, a modern cowgirk

With the passing of the old West and the

thundering herds that passed along the

Chisholm Trail, so passed the old time

cowpunchers, In their place appeared

fat  Herefords, modern cowgirls and
deugstore cowboys,

took an awful toll of the eattle hords. The sum-
mir of 1802 was very dry, grass was short and
the enttle wont into the following winter in
mighty poor shape In the northern pant of the
torritory winter losges wore especially heavy.
Cattle died all over that section Uke fNies. The
spring of 18458 wan enld, Thottaands of our old
Nellies that had lived to see the green Erass
start that gpring b | down at the streams
and waler holes, Bop riding awl skinning dend
cuttle was one of our leading industriea. My
own sntft werd'into the winler of TENI-03 with
about BO00 head of cattle scatternd over the
runges slong the Little Colorsdo river. The sum.
mor of 1898 we branded, by my old tally book,

The rhapp.‘lrai wias the home - more then 2500 enlves, The following winter
of the Texas Longhorn, He Sleek Herefords have supplanted the rangy Long: there wers not 3,500 cattle of all kinds en the
frequently went for days horns in rodeos as well as on the beel macket, Like TANgES,

without warter. the Indians and buffaloes, the old Texas Longhorns “Nor wers our range neighbora any batter off,

hve Pa“ed down the dim trail. Some were aven worse off—cleaned, wiped sub,
All Uhey bad teft was o brand and certificate of

Ita record, plus & Jot of unpald billa”

ight in 1004 which took

L]
vey they had Inereased to n total of ninety-seven
animals, which are being carefully nurtured apd
gunrded to stimulute propagntion, but at the
same time to avold further mixture with other
types,

There are perhaps a few more head to be
Tound seatterad among ranches or held in toos or
cireusen, but R. W, Hussey, acting chief of the
division of wildlife and range management of
the Forest Service, says his bureau does npot
know af any other herd= in the United States
than that which the government s ranging in
the Wichita refuge.

NTIL nbout a yeur ngo there wis n herd of
longhorns on the Martin Walker ranch in
the Sulphur Springs Valley south of Cochine.
Arizona, hut they fAinnlly xold to a Cali-
fornin buysr and are now either seattered or
extinct
The Walker tows,
hond, coppiderably mixed wi
the survivers of
been shipped from
ranches In the vicinit
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and later roturned to L There
were no bhulls, and ] (uenee
wak dying out. This herd waz rounded up in

April of 1082 at suggestion of Fred Winn,
supervisor of the Coronadn Nat al Forest, fo
photographing nnd study, but the mixture witl
the Hereford was found to kave reached] a stage
where the govemnment did not find it advisahle
to add them to the Wichita group, They wers

I'he Longhorn was truly a walking
skeleton, His homs had a spread of
from right to twelve feet.

hin tallow hes spread sut aver nundreds
thousands of acres and no man knew the num-
bers of his herds. Distances were s great and
the cattle so numerous that even branding was
next to imposaible. There was no means of ship.
ment, no packing plants and no population tn
consume the heef. The animals were simply

killed off for their fat and their leather, the

carcasses lying where they happened to fall,
fond for the wvulturs and jackal,

HEN the great drives to the northward be.
gan. Hundreds of thousands of head moaved
out gvar the Chitholm Trail, and a new era came
to the cow country. The adventurer, the gambler,
the rustler each had hiz day, and the two-gun

'l

freebooters and steely-eyed peace offiters took

 heavy toll of human life in the glamarous cow
owns alopg the trall routes

Thousands upon thousands of longhas
hoved ontn the unstocked rar W
srid Montann, and other thousa wed to the
rail. heads at Kansas City. Huge
driven westward inta New Mexico amd
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and bones but remuined on their feet when an-
other animal would perish.

The ancestors o the Jopghoms frst came Lo
the Southwestern ranges with the early Jesiit
fathers in wbout the year 10680, anid by 1700 the
Indian grass lands of Southern Arizona snd New
Mexico were fairly well stocked, From that dale
1850 there ix littds rocord of what
happened to the cattle in that area, but it in
known Lhat in the [nte 1500's the Apaches begnn
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their raide on the herds and herders
“They were adept at such work” says Will C,
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There was another dr
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wornor Kibbey, amounting to 76

to n report by
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