
Texas Longhorns Reach End Of Trail
Famous Breed Of Range Cattle Once

Nu m bered In Millio ns5 Nea rs
Extinction One Herd Remains

turned back on the range where they were not
again molested until they were rounded tip &

second time a year ago for shipment to Cali-

fornia.

The rapidity with which the longhorn disap-
peared from the cattle ranges, according to old
time cowmen, was almost startling.

Roaming in millions over the broad Texas
plains a half to of a century ago,
before the railroads came, the longhorn was con-
sidered of little value except for his hide and

By Hal Mitchell
the Thundering Herd moved out ofWHEN

City and Abilene over the long,

long trail that led into the Pacific Northwest, It

was the Longhorn going forth to stock the lux-

uriant ranges of a virgin land.

When the great trail herds came westward out
of Texas to form the nuclei of the New Mexico
and Arizona cattle baronies of more recent years,
It was the patient, sturdy and resourceful Long-hor- n

that toiled along the weary way,
"Git along, little dogie" was first sung by

grimy, sweating cowhands to lagging weakling
longhorn youngsters to cheer them on their
dusty trek.

It was the longhorn for which the pioneer
fought Indians, braved torrents, gambled, bled

nd died. In short, it was the longhorn that made

the ranches of the West.
How that famous strain of desert cattle, gaunt

and lanky, fleet as antelope, with d

frequently as much as eight or ten feet, some-

times tweive, is all but extinct, literally bred
from the range, supplanted by the more beefy
and just as sturdy Hereford which roams the
mountains and arroyos in greater number even
than did its more celebrated predecessor, with
whose departure went much of the glamour and
the romance of the cattle lands.

Insofar as is known, only one small herd re-

mains. It is located in the Wichita National
Game Refuge of Oklahoma, where it ranges
under the watchful eyes pf the Federal Biolog
ical Survey, sole reminder of the glories of t

"more romantic day. .

These last of the Longhorns were purchased
by the Federal Government in 192?, following a
search of the country by the U, S, Forest Serv-

ice, under congressional appropriation, in a be-

lated attempt to keep the species from becoming

entity extinct. At that time they numbered
only thirty head, but late in 1934 when they were
transferred to the custody of the Biological Sur- -

The Longhorns were on the verge of extinction when, in 1927, (lie Federal gov- -
if 1 1 J

ernment purchased the few remaining head and storied building up the herd f I4 l W
:
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This smalt herd, sear ColtsUa, Tex,, was inspected f I
by government agents, but they were not purchased m V 1

" I
because the strain of the Hereford was already be- - k i ' W ' I I

ginning to preaominare. i
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MaMe Strickland, 3 modern cowprL
With the passing of the old West and the

thundering herds that passed along the
CWshotm Trail, so pawted the otd time

cowptmchcrs. In their place appeared
fat Hereford, modem eowgirt and

drugstore cowboys.

The chapparat was the home
of the Texas Longhorn. He
frequently went for days

without water.

Sleek Herefords have titppfantrd the rangy Long-hor-

m rodeos as welt as on the heef market. Like
the Indians and buffaloes, the old Texas Longhorn

have passed down the dim trait.

III Js Al carcasses lying where they happened to fall,
I L Ism 1 food for the vulture and jackal.
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look an awful toll of the cattle herds. The sum-

mer of )B wa very Airy, gmsa w short aad
the cattle went Into the following winter In

mighty poor shape. In the nurlhetn part of th

territory winter losses were especially heavy-Cattl- e

died all over that section like (lie. Thai

spring of ISS was cnW. Thousands of our old
Nellies that had lived to see the greea graaa
start that spring bo(r(tf down at the stream
and water holes. Bog rWing and aklnntng dead
cattle was one ft our leading Industries. My
own outfit went' Into the winter of W02-B- S with,

shout 8,000 heart of cattle scattered over th

ranges along the Little Colorado, rivet. The sum-

mer of IBM we branded, by my old tally hm,
mom than 8JM calves. The. following winter
there were not 8.S00 cattle of all klmi on tha

ranges,
"Kor were our range neighbors any better off.

Some were aven worse off cleaned, wiped out,
All they had left m a brand and certificate of

Its record, plus a lot of unpaid Mils,"

There was another drought In 1004 which took

a heavy toll, losses In some sections, aordln
to a report by Governor KHAey, amounting to TS

loss for the entirper cent and "the average
territory fully 85 pet cent." Again In the winter
of IfWT-i- lack of rainfall decimated the herds,
and in WU, another dry summer was followed

by severe losses all over the Southwest. But,

always, tbia rugged, hardy range atock managed
somehow to pull through.

It was not thirst or range fwture or clituatie

rigor that destroyed the longhorn. It ws the
Hereford bull of the ranchman.

When the railroads came they brmiKht the
means to market heef, of which the gaunt and

gangling longhorn had little. Head and homa
and bony legs were tbw principal part, of th

freight hilt. The price of leather dropped to no-

where awl tallow no longer was salable, But
there was demand for beef, ami the rancher sot
out to Unit the way to produce, it,

WENT Into the eastern markets ml
HEbought Hereford bulls, paying fancy prices
for fancy stork, sometimes thousands of ootlara

per animal. The longhorn bulla went to the exe-

cution Mocks, and their fawner rivals were sub-

stituted. Soon a new strain of cattle began in ap-

pear, and through the years the. procesa of evo-

lution continued.

Now, exrept for an occasional throwback, and
In a few remote regions of Northern Mexico, no

semblance of the hardy old slock that mut th
West can be found on Its nngm. C(tl are more
numerous than ever liefora, but the longhorn to

no longer among them.

vey they had increased to a total of ninety-seve- n

animals, which are being carefully nurtured and

guarded to stimulate propagation, but at the
same time to avoid further mixture with other
types.

There are perhaps a few more head to be
found scattered among ranches or held in soos or
circuses, but H, W, Hussey, acting chief of the
division of wildlife and range management of
the Forest Service, says his bureau does not
know of any other herds In the United States
than that which the government is ranging in
the Wichita refuge.

about a year ago there was a herd ofUNTIL on the Martin Walker ranch In
the Sulphur Springs Valley south of Cochise,
Arizona, hut they were finally sold to a Cali-

fornia buyer and are now either scattered or
extinct.

The Walker cows, numbering some seventy
head, considerably mixed with Hereford, were
the survivors of a herd which years ago had
been shipped from the Gulf coast of Texas to
ranches in the vicinity of Vera Cruz, Mexico,
and later returned to the United States. There
were no bulls, and the strain in consequence
was dying out. This herd was rounded up in

April of 1932 at the suggestion of Fred Winn,
supervisor of the Coronado National Forest, for
photographing and study, but the mixture with
the Hereford was found to have reached a stage
where the government did not find it advisable
to add them to the Wichita group. They were

and bones but remained on their feel when an-

other animal would perish.
The ancestors of the longhorn first came to

the Southwestern ranges with the early Jesuit
fathers )n about the year 1680, and by HOB the
Indian grass lands sf Southern Arisona and New
Mexico were fairly well storked. From that date
until about 1(550 there Is Utile, record of what
happened to the cattle in that area, but It la
known that In the lata 1700's the Apaches began
their raids on the mission herds and herders.
"They were adept at such work," says Will C,
Bames, pioneer cattleman and historian, and
it was but a few yeai before ihey had devas-
tated Southern Arizona, broken up the missions,
scattered the livestock and killed oft many of the
natives who attempted to remain in the country.
The Apaches surf ly ran true to form,"

By IHfiG the only cattle that remained in the
country were the entirely wild hands that had
escaped the Indians attacks and found refuge
on the distant ranges. Then the great Texas
trail herd began to move In, and by IWfl cattle
raising in Amwna and New Mexico hsd bema
a ffmrnehlng btmtiPKtt. But the bmichora, sturdy
as it was, had many close ealla in its ptrujrgle
for survival.

"The first real setback was rerelved m
says Barnes. Th rainfall the summer of that
year was extremely light. Grass was short every-
where and out for the fart that the range was
under stocked with many large areas unoccupied,
hisses would have been much heaUpr.

"Several exi:ell"nt sealing Mhm-ed- whirh
boosted our spirits. But the season of 1M8--

the great drives to the northward
THEN Hundreds of thousands of head moved

out over the Chlsholm Trail, and a new era came

to the cow country. The adventurer, the gambler,
the rustler each had his day, and the two-gu-

freebooters and steely-eye- d peace officers took
a heavy toll of human life In the glamorous cow-ow-

along the trail routes.
Thousands upon thousands of longhorns were

shoved onto the onirtnrked ranges of Wyoming
and Montana, and other thousands moved to the
rail heads at Kansas City. Huge herds were
driven westward into New Mexico and Arizona
and Colorado and Utah, some even going as far
as the grass lands of California,

This wild but kindly-eye- d strain of desert
cattle, nee so numerous and now so nearly ex-

tinct, was noted particularly for Its hardihood.

Judge Shelby MeCall of Tucson says he knows
of instances where they were driven to market
at a rate of as much as thirty-flv- e miles a day
over two-da- y periods and delivered with no per-

ceptible loss of weight and without injury. On
their native range they plodded eight to twenty
miles to water, then grazed away without sign
of fatigue, going from three to four days, some-

times a week, without drinking. During water
holt pilgrimages, calves were carefully hidden
away in grass clumps or hnifh patch's to pa-

tiently await the mother's unerring return.
Through seasons of drought and fn, !uent
famine, these eattl frequently shrank to sk

The Longhorn was truly a walking
skeleton. His horns had a spread of

from eight to twelve feet.

his tallow. Ranches spread out over hundreds of
thousands of acres and no man knew the num-

bers of his herds. Distances were so great and
the cattle so numerous that avert branding was
next to impossible. There was no mean of ship-

ment, no packing plant and no population to
consume the beef. The animals were simply
killed off for their fat and their leather, the


