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British Defeat Laid to Enemy’s Showmanship

By Jack Jarmuth

Expontwn Manager Denrrbe.r .q

HE sun had long since risen over a distant hill as the

troops moved forward! It still was f:ll‘[}' morning but
the dew of night had dricd upon the ground and dust
choked the soldiers as they marched.

Then “halt!™ was called; the men rested. But there was
no relaxation in their movements; if they st their horses
or crouched upon the ground, a note of ex-
pectancy prevaded their ranks

William the Norman win= moving inte Eng-
land; William the Conqueror held back his
troops against the British awaiting only his
own pre-arranged signal for the battle.

Taillefer the juggler moved, on & white charg-
er to his chief's side. They conferred a moment;
the great King Willlam nodded, the juggler
rushed forward,

Pulling rein before the British, he first sang
the gangs of Charlemagne and of Roland. Then,
easting his spear three times in the alr, he
caught It as often by the irtn head. On the
fourth time he threw it among his enemies, ane .
of whom he wounded.

&

Then he drew his swond, also tossed it three
times on high and caught it with such dexterity
that the enemy became frightened; cries of
“witch” and “enchanted” filled the air; the Brit-
ish fled!

And thus the first Juggler, the first showman
to employ psychology of his calling, used his
prowess to win a hattls!

NE of the most dramatic real life plays

ever staged, both in plot and eolorful sate

ting, occurred in a quiet hour before dawn in
San Diego bay.

In this case the chief character was the richly
laden treasure ship, the “Santa Ana"

Coptain Gormeno was a brave but cautious
commander, and fesred for the safety of his
ship and itg treasure, He chose a black and
moonloss night to drop a long-boat over the
side, man it with trustworthy sailors—six care-
fully chosen confidents—and load the frail craft
with three heavy chests.

The long-bont put out for shore, oars muffled,
small gray-blue waves following in its wake.
Finally it scraped the white sands of the inlet;
six powerful Spaniards waded to dry land, pull-
ing the boat after them. Silently they lifted
brass-bound chests from the bottom, trudged
with their fabulous burden through the trees to
a level plot of land deserted by the natives. Here
they dug a pit, not deep, for they must return
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