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Charming Betty Logan, the young news-

paperwoman, who found and interviewed

“Tijuana Eddic” in one of Las Vegas' no.
torious gambling halls.

By Betty Logan

HE Gay Divorces, my companion, was parched
on a stool in the Northern club of Las

Vegas, hunched over a stack of chips at a
roulette table, Dome Fortune was smiling. Only
n feeble gambler mysell, and growing tired of
looking on 1, windered townrd the back of the
houge to walch thy ather games In progress,
dive, twenty-one, firo bank, poker and Blnckjack.

One af the olilest places of its kind in town.
the Northern club has soen sone hilarioug days
nnd bs still the meeea of the ol timers, Tobnecn-
chewing men from the desert i their chaire
back against its walls and swap yarns. And
nlang with the miners, muckers and progpectors
in that travel-wise class, the tourist, With un
Taiting instinet for ferreting out true loeal golor
they have healen a straggling pathway to jts
foor. 8o side by site with Texas Slim from the
Lone Star state, Boston Bill dressed up to kill,
anil Happy Joe from Mexien, you'll sve be-
specklod Grandma  Brown, the tailersd Mra
Trowhriilge, retired Julge Windy, or any of the
“nice” people that cin now indulge that secret
flare for gambling with perfect Impunity, sinee
the ald double doors have swung open to all
elnzses and both fexes

Almlessly  starting to rend current news
chalked on blnckhoards envering one wall 1 was
elecirified by the expressive phrasing and vigor-
ous word shketches of highlights on world affairs,
This was no parrot repert of news, bul a com-
prehensive, forceful presentation with thrusts of
Ironie humor,

Anyone who has ever turned in news to n
paper nover quite lozea the scent again, and my
free-lance antenna signaled me the unigue was
in camp.

l MADE inquiries of the nianagoment, and be
fore [ hud n chunce to explain 1 wns acting in
no officinl ‘capneity, my purpose was tiken ot
granted and 1 was parsed to an attendant as
"newkpaper woman to interview Tijuana” So |
met and interviewed FEllsworth E. Kerr, known
in the West ae Tijuana Eddie, philosopher and
poet of the snpd and sagebrush, and now editor
of the News Heel Blnekhoard,

Though he talked willingly in an easy flow of
words It teok I and many hours to
learn much about impelf, When pinned
shing me to re-
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the most dolightful pot-pourri of
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tlere Eddie first wrote the race horse Black-
wurd, Being before the advent of pari-mutual
tabulating, & good heard writer thal knew his
horses could elevate or bury u horse and incident-
ally amuss a tidy sum for himoelf. In the horee
Bdidie watched (ortune come—and go.

Race horse fans mav remember him as the
Tijuana Eddie” of the Tijuana Jockey club, The
moniker which has elung to him through filteen
vears of roaming the western states was first
bhestowed at the Mexican border during army
days of the World War, Even the officers stood
by admiringly when left-handed Sergeant Kerr,
with his perfect 20.20 eye hit the target In what
General Le Jeune called the most exact timipg
he had ever sedn, They kept him there, as in-
structor of the target range and Browning auto-
matic, and anssistant editor to the army paper.
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pher cleared a portion of the Notthern Club one night and took a flash of Ti-
juana’s Blackboard, the newspaper which boasts the largest staff of cub reporters in the
world.

E HAS summered and wintered in the desert
rogions, nnid knows when to find cach face
of its varied topography at its best, Those whe
woo the desert find her n mistress of moods and
strange fancies. Intimacy is hard won and long
suffering, Tijuana she hux touched with gentle
hands, and her gifts have been wufficient and
revealing, In regions eculled nceursed he has
located gprings to carry him sufely through. In
canynns beneath high peiks he hax found spots
of virgin forest from which he thkes timber anl
chemically treats it to bring out shodes of rich
vellow and golden brown. S8ome tool work, carv-
ing, and the result in beautiful little curios and
eribbnge bodrds that are finding a steady murket
in the desert and hill towns,
From the plants and animals of the destrt he
has fashioned articles that won favor in those

Tijuana on a “cruise” into his beloved sage-

brush country. Sitting in the prairie schooner

is his life-long friend, Bob Wagner, who

served five years in the Gran Chaco and who

has a Bradstreet rating of a quarter of a mil-
lion jnlllu.

colorful gift shops one finds all over the West,
featuring Indian and western craftsmanship. A
spocie of eactus when combined with tannad
skin and rawhide makes decorative rustic pieces
of small furniture, and when he can make up his
mind to kill a desert turtle he fashions it into a
hindsome lamp. A resident of Las Vegus now
has one he treasures highly.

[JUANA bhos friends nmong the Indians on
the resorvations, and he har a presceiption
that sounds ta me very much like it had its
origin in the pharmacopoein of Indian lore—
piire rattlesnake oil and greasswood ofl, gently
massaged theee or four times a week will heal
the brused spot, ceduce the swelling mnd relieve
the soreness—"'Doctor” Tijunna youches for ita
soothing powers, With every kind of oil on our
drugstors counters, from avoendo's to whale's,
that need not streteh our credulity, As for the
chamise of the mesn, commonly known as
“rensiwood,” you may still find descendenta of
the enrly Spanish familion who will tell of its
value nn un antidote for snnke bite and lockjnw.
It held & place of Honor in the old Spanish gnr-
dens, nnil in Monterey one may still find n atray
bush clinging to the base of nn adobe wall.
Thone diamond marks along the back of the
rattler are Just dollar signs to Tijuana, Besides
uging every drop of the oil which he has found
the most healing of all, he treats the skina, con-
verting them Inte beautiful wall tapestries, $7.50
ench; from the hones he makes necklnces, col
ared, ar old Ivery, strung on fine silver and cop-
per wire, $1,00 to $500, | forgot to ask him
what he did with the rattles,
He will soon leave his Blnckboard News for
the summer months, and go to his ¢abin at Moth-
er Browa's place at Rice. Not far from the Calo-
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1t all happened when arnor and Mrs, Moeur
stepped out to'a banguet in Tempe, and returned
to find that burglars—napparently unaware they
vigiting the home of the state's chiefl ox
eeutive—hnd slashed the sceeen of a rear
andd in a tour of the dwelling had outfitted them
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carried away in a suitease. Worse yet, the burg-
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GG. B, Sikes, 41, and Robert Bounds, 84, who
pleaded guilty te burglary of the governor's
haovime hortly hefore they were to bo tried in

aricopa county superior eourt, wore hustied off
a the Arigona prison o serve ane

And Governor Moour got back his i ufts
which hael beey admitiad In evidence, gl by Jaw
coiliin’y be releasned antll Rikes ynd Boumls were

acguitted or convicted,

! Pearls Of Wisdom Mid Roulette Wheels

Poet-Philosopber of Sagebrush and Sands Wins
Fame In Las Vegas’ Roaring Ga mbling Halls

Tijuana Eddic in perion. Rich and poor
come to him for his advice and to enjoy
his companionship.

rado river that forms the entire Callfornis nnd
Arizonn border, it is nestled among some of na-
ture's most fantastie seulpturing, surrounded by
the legends of lost mines, Mother Brown herself
Is an nlmost legentary Agure that will be per-
petunated In the saga of the desert long after sha
han depiarted. Already there 18 "Mother Brown'a
Well"” and "Mother Brown's Secret.”

ERE Tijuann makes his headquarters, and

ftom hern he goes out with his implements,
the axe and the pen, to his camp sites and
onches In surrounding ranges, Back from ths
Turtle mountains, the Mirin's, Plute range, lron
Motntaing, Snaggle Tooth rmnge, and the River-
side mountaine he will bring skins and hides,
Ironwood for earving, material for artleles nnd
storles, snakex and turtles—sometimes foussils
dnd samples of ore,

Of course, he hns prospected, Tijusna has
three clulms, two in Californis, ons In Nevaila,
Hin path has often crossed with that of Death
Valley Seotty's, and when in each other's vicinity
they pruse for a friendly chat,

Most preclous of -all to Tijuana Is the time
and materinl the desert has afforded him for
writing. He has recently rocelyed recognition
fram magazines and perlodieals, and this sum-
mer he will again work on a mabuseript and
collect the writings he has left behind after
stop-offs with friends along his nomadie trail.

In what at first struck me as rather naiva con-
trast to hin many othar interests and accom-
plishments such na prospecting, nmutaur geolig-
int, writer, ernfteman, erick morkaman, tenpper,
and taxidermixt, I found hin most (ntense abe
sorption wns economics and compound uNunry,
An he talks, beautifully simplifying the things
on which our politicinna have bant much of thele
energion only to mystify us, and you hear his
cloar dynamie voies ehargod with  restrained
oratory—yon wonder if hern Is not the natura)
voeation of this vivid personality, Though un-
sympithetic with all radicalism, he remaing &
sincore and steady worker for the “little man,'
giving willingly of his time to sxert what influ-
once he con through specches and work on petl=
tons nnd committeen

OST of Las Vegns that gets down town,

gtapn into the Northern every iay to rend
Tijuana's pithy writings, snd comments on nae
tional afalre, Tt becomen s habit llke moming
Jnva. The News Reel Blackbonrd's are varied
enough to make a well-pounded Jittle organ, The
gint of durrent events aore summarized, tha
witnther and market roport noted, Tijuana wilda
hin slegnntly condive editorinls, excerpts from
hin writingn, a Joke, and an occasional vorie,
Leftover upuets are fillod with gquiph for s
YRUCT" —n pob publie of EMdin's, the brotherhood
with which he has travelsd s split his bunk
roll. One of the “bays™, as he caim ‘ham,
down from the north one day with a litee quas
train for Tijuana and it was given dus' conald-
eration:

“Thin News Iteel is w0 short and fat, that we
often find it hreathing heavily, and plodding
laboriously hehind you,

“Due to the fact that the News Heel Diack.
hoard has the largest staff of reporiers on earth
wa only hope (o cateh up with you from time io
time, an you travel swiltly along the highway
of Hife.

“(ine of our cubs, a member of the 5, 1, G, A,
(StiMvillen International Grapevine Association)
was in Jimmy Perkin's gambling house this
week. You know Jimmy's place, the one in Spo-
kane, Anyway, he snalched this verse. [t was
hanging on the wall:

“For when the ane grest Markar
Comut ta write agaimil your rame

He scriber mpt that

But kow you plaped
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