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FLUSH OUT
Iwotrid have the money transferred
with her to a New York bound

'ship.
'IU story of th stiange prophet

iwhtf aa .gathering followers for
a ltftira lo southern Asia was not

nivie botiy Uilo to frighten htr
away from Alexandria, Kareu felt.
iJid the captaiu suspect bad her

Snow Leopard
by CHRIS HAWTHORNE

bring back to Cue valleys cap-

tives of his forays. Ani there
were Turku among them, and
Fast Indians and Tartars.
Their women did become

of the whit meu in
the Bira valley and they did
beget a brood without pride
of race, without houoiable
tradition and lacking in
for the future."
It was this passuge that made

a
to
th
Pi

untranslated. The scroll was
abundantly decorated with curlpus
figures, among them and most
frequently recurring) a snow leop-

ard, colored in. faded pigments.
Here, Karen felt sura, lay the

prophecy. Somewhere within this
baJfling scroll dwelt the secret of
her own ancestry. Whatever it
contained was known to Brenda
Whipple; It was known to Geof-

frey Whipple; It bad been known
to Jura Hal; It was known to the
lanatlcal rabble now gathering
from the four corners of the earth
to occupy Sim valley. Rut it
was not known to her. Did her
father know? Was he ashamed of
it?

Even In lier superficial study of
anthropology at school, Karen had
learned that much of this talk
about "pure white stock" was his
toric hokum. She knew the du

bious origin of many northern Eu-

ropean peoples. Further, she un-

derstood, that few actually know

anything of their own grandpar-
ents.

Why, then, bad she erected this
bogey barrier against herself?
Why had she permitted Daunister
io beat his bands In vain against
Its adamant walls? Simply this:
The remoteness of It all had been
dispelled by the harsh words of
Brenda Whipple. Kveu yet, Karen
was not Biire that the dimness of
centuries had obliterated the bar
sinister . . . Whom did the "ab-
sconding king" take to wife when
he fled to the desert? Who were
his sons and the sous of his sons?
Tartars all? And did they come
down to any recent generation as
wild desert men?

(To be continued)

become a freebooter of the
desert beyond the Sira valley,
making strong the passes to
the domain and plundering all
caravans that sought to make
peaceful trade wlci the king-
dom he had betrayed. They
named him the "Scourge of
Tibet' and did call down upon
his head the wrath of (iod.
Hut in Ilia Kternal F.ye the
time was not ripe for tlio men
and women with blue eyes and
golden hair, T b e 'Scourge
of Tibet' did engulf tham and
take their herds und with fire
und sword did make of their
land a desert.
Who was this absconding king?

Was the desert scourge the man of
whom her had
boasted? She turned to a purcb-inen- t

sheet that showed the least
sign of age but which remained
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Karen sprang to her leot, her
litho youim body qulvoilng. her
fare illumined ipiiler Its Kolden
nlnilms of hair. Hr eyes bncsme
Iridescent stars; bIio aceniod to
melt away from flesh and change
to ,8 being without aubatanca.

"A homeland for the disinher-
ited!" she cried, "A hope for the

hopeless! I)o you luugn at that?''
Tho captain- mouth fell open;

the outburst bewildered lilui. Kar-

en Sire wa no longer a girl, no

longer the coddled child of a Croe-au-

father. The new evangel
seemed to have come to her sud-

denly as a vital message. To
It had been the mere vap-

oring of a Luvantlne .

"Oh, come hack to earth!" ho

expostulated. "All this stuff la Just
simply the patter of a demagogue

a mouthful of nothing. I think
likely this fellow Whipple hus his
hand in it."

Karen stared at him. "And
I'rluce Jura Hal was ho In It!"
she asked.

t'upfufn Anderson became nerv-

ous. "I'm not fully informed on
the personnel of Ibis rucket," be
evaded. "Hut, as I say, you must
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keep way from .'.iexauUria while
It's in inocoBs. Your father'

me uimiUtukuble ou thai
poll) I."

Whru Karen caught the ward
"ruKki'l" her head went up audilvii-ly- .

"Are theite people tMtiiK w
plultcd for money?" she asked iu
evident dlxniay.

Auduruuu merely nhruKK'd.
"Isn't it unual (or lht'8 pro-

phets to fix u certain date (or ful-

fillment nay, for example, the
time when these peoor people will
lueul their quaen?" Kareu petiinl-ed- .

'Oh, thut'fi all fixed! It'a a twin
the ffnU of October hy our calen-

dar, Iwbh lliau a m on ill away.
Thut'M why J'm tvlliiiK yU Alexan-
dria won't he a sale place for a

younje lady from now on. Pluming
that Idea from your hend get off
at Gibraltar and go home to your
father. Hull ho worried about
you."

"Where la Mr. Whipple?" Karen
linked uhritptly. "He hnnn't shown
hltiutelf since we started."

"And he won't until we reach
Alexandria," Anderson replied.
"Whipple liu a orders to keep close,
to IiIh eluteroom. He has the
choice of obeying or goliiB to the
brlx. Ile'B a prisoner by ruquust
or two KovermueutH I Ji it inn and
Amertcun."

The captain leaned over her
He became Impressive. "You are
lo be guarded night and day, sleepi-
ng; and wakiiiK--

"I don't Been) to he In a very
much better position than Mr.
Whipple, do I?"

"You are the ward of a sea lord
that is, myself, it hurts me ter-

ribly to say tlilm Miss .Sire, hut
my orders are plain. You are like
a nrincen8 incog on hoard this
ship, shielded from Intrusion, yet
hampered In your own move-
ments."

"A princess Incog!" Karen
laughed. "Well, I'd rather he that
desert queen leading those poor
people you told mo about."

Kuren'H Unlit vein deserted hsr
instantly when Captain Anderson
left her. Oeoffrey Whipple under
arrest! Toole's doings, of course.
I'udoubtedly, Whipple was on
hoard to recover the precious
parchments she had abstracted
from his portfolio.

lint if Captain Anderson thought,
as apparently he did think, that
she would submit to being cuned
like a pigeon and sent home from
(itbraltar he was vastly mistaken.
The bulk of her funds, however,
were in the purser's safe with the
documents: the captain, no doubt.
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I mi her told him by wireless that
ah, be is If. was the mysterious
sprit; of royalty who was to come
out of nowhere and magically
create a homeland for a disinherit-
ed people?

What was the whole story con-

tained within those n

parchments? Only a part of the
strolls had been deciphered by
Abbe I terse re, her father's "spiri-
tual agent" in that strange land
beyond the Himalayas.

Kareu had expected to make her
way quietly to the very spot de-

scribed In the ancient writings, to
visit Abba Bergere on his lonely
mountain and learn the whole
truth from him. What then might
befall reujuiucd iu Uie lap of the
gods.

But how was she to escape the
net her father had flung across the
Atlantic? Could she persuade him
lo relent, now that Whipple wus
safely in charge? Probably not,

Suppose she managed to escttpe?
but could she do without funds?

Her father held the purse-string-

and he certainly would not finance
this hoity-toit- adventure of hers.

In a stroll about tiie deck, Kareu
Sire encountered Kinnuird Clark,
the first officer. lurtng their slay
in the roadstead he hud lingered
below decks, keeping a look-ou- t on
three Greek deporLces. "You cun't
tll when these fellows will pop
overboard and swim for it," he ex-

plained. "Kugitives from justice
nut u rally have no yearning for
repatriation."

lie round Miss Sire only mildly
interested in this. "Wonder if 1

couldn't have Mr. Whipple for din-
ner?" she asked.

"How will you have him
boiled or roasted?" Clark laughed.
"That fellow Is In my charge, too

he's an international racketeer.
I wouldn't permit him to sit at a
table with you eveu It he had s

on him."
" et he seemed to enjoy com

plele liberty in New York."
Clark became mysterious. "They

got something on him since he
uuarded this ship," he said cau-

tiously. "Ills valet is under deten-
tion with him."

A shudow fell between them. A
little bmwn man, with his light
arm iu a sling, was stundlng a lew
teet away. From the look on his
face ho might have been a fiend
paroled iroiu perdition for some
mission that no mortal man could
be found to undertake.

"iacK aft and slay there!"
snapped Clark.

lite little man started away, bis
head turning as if on a pivot to
survey Karen Sire. Kveu in the
brigiu sunlight some dark terror
seemed to rudiate from him.

'Whipple's valet," said Clark
when the fellow had disappeared.

Uiren Sire had been ready to
nuiKe any reasonable concussion to
Whipple If only lie would sutlsfyber curiosity the scroll's
dtie had taken from his portfolio
and why the unfortunate prince
sacrificed his lite In an effort to
get tU JeopaiU roue und the
girdle.

A partial translation of the
documents had been made in
French with all lis ilne-spu-

never an easy tongue for
her to Waaler. Aided hy u
Clial diet iolllLIV slip ll lad ttlliliiiniMl
io get the gist of some passages.

in ner iockcu anu guarded room.
Karen IMcked up the written re-

sults Of llni- llihnroil i.flro-i- lm
found souio meaning und coher
ence in mis :

"And for the white pris-
oners who had become his
paladins and Toughl under his
banner ugalnst the Turks,
Genghis Kban did give In fee
simple the mountain walled
valley of Hlia. that they inula
keep pure the blond of their
lathers and not mix with the
.Mongol. For so great of heart
was the Kiuperor of All Men
that Jie yielded hack their
pride of rune as a thing
worthy lo be held sacred.
And with their women theydid niter this valley, drivingherds of horses, of aases, of
goats. . . ."
Here followed what probablywas an account of the upbuildingof a imstoral kiiiL'tlmn nvunwii.nr

oer a period of two centuries.
tvarens Icxlcnu yielded liitle io

enlihicn her on this writing. l
I. ll was only her g'merous in-

fusion of imagination that enabled
her to give Muni to tli draf pas-
sage. Yet, another vagrant para-
graph bad not wholly rb.ded her
uncertain grasp. Freely translated
twtth abundant guessing and In-

terpretation! It read:
"Thus the king, false lo the

oath of his forebears.' did
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Karen Sire'B heart stand still. It
was light upon this Unit she hop
ed to draw from Geoffrey Whipple
in her ertort to have nim for din-
ner." Was she herself of the de
spised origin?

Again she stumbled ou through
her painfully transcribed script:

"And the absconding king
did flee from the wrath of vthose who yet had blue eyes
und hair of gold and he did
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