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Flagstaff Scene Of Monster Indian Powwow

Scenes Reminiscent Of Pioneer Days
Enacted As 7000 Arizona Redskins
Travel Historic Trails Of _I_)_V__e_:_rg

White men and women traveled thou-
sands of miles to witness the Indians
carry out tribal customs and dances, At
the left is pictured a Zuni dance team
’ in full regalia.

By Peter Wolff

L W-0-0-0-0-0-0! Owo-0-0-0w-0-0-0!"

It's a wild ery, high and plercing —
flinging through the warm night, cutting the
stillness like m knifo. It echoes, drifts into the
sky with the gray streaks from Indian smoke
signals, and begins again,

If you were within n few miles of Flugstaff,
Arizons, on July Fourth, you might have szaid,
“The Indians are off the resérvation—they're

coming!" And, you'd have been right.

For days preceding the greatest Indian con-

ference of the past century, bronzed Indian run-
ners trotted up the canyons, over the desert, and

dropped down from mountain ridges like swift
ghosts of a reviving past, to announce the guth-
ering of the red tribes of the Southwest.

The Indians were coming!

Forty-niners would have selzed their rifles,
barriended themselver in the nenrest trading
post, and awaited the attack, Covered wagons
would have rumbled hurriedly toward the closest
log fort, and prepared for seige,

Citizena of Flagstaff rubbed their eyes and
wonderad how many extra beds they would need
to care for erowids of visitors—white men and
women who came (o see the trepoes the wild
dancing, and who must be housed.

Over the worn old tralls trooped the Indians,
7,000 strong. Hopls, Apaches, Zunis nnd Novajos,
with women and papooses—whooping, lsughing,
painted and in costumed glory, bent not on tak-
ing sealps, but on business and plensure.

There was no taiding, except on the pocket
books and bank necounts of white bargainers.

It was a powwow for profit.

N A THICK pine forest on the edge of the

little mountain town gathered some of the
finest native artirans in America. Spread out on
the ground for inspection and sale were hun-
dreds of Navajo rugs, Hopl Jewelry, biskets,
bends, hand-made pottery, blankets, and moccn-
sine. Rug weavers worked on primitive looms,
showed how magnificent blankets were started
from the ground and woven expertly to the top.
Powwow debutantes parnded In their finery,
sedate, copper-colored, and many of them hand.
A0me.

Elected the prettiest maiden of them all, Joge-
phine Jane of the Navajor, represente] her tribe
astride a ronn steed, garbed in a black velvet
jacket, a flowing skirt like 5 gipsy's, und n neck-
Ince of heavy white beads

Buginess tonk place during daylight hours
when the redmen coulid do little but rest and of-
fer their wores, The financial arrangements were
inatigated by the town people, who discovered
that their Indian friends were poor promoters,
but excellent artista. The white men's ldea was
to get the sellér and custe gether, and the
Indians agreed it mis it. For their
part, business was ALY il, In which
they engaged occasionally because In a white
man's world o md man must have money. After
business hours they planned to have & good time.
If plensure interfered with business next dny,
and the oot-of-foor store keepera folt a bit
sleepy, this was unfortunnte hut ecouldn’t be
helped, What the tribes did ot sell this year,
could be wold twelve manths Iater.

The powwaow has heen going on for some
three year=. The first attracted only 400 Indians,
hut word soon parsed nround that everyane had
n good vacation from tending their fislda—aome
even made money!

DUSK b

T by Union hours
A were in force net schedule of
the sun. When It stirred themeslves
and sold things to fascinated visitors, When It
glowed searlel for A moment over the desert's
rim, the fun began.

. they

At dinper time the young bucks threw off the
conventions of a white ei~ilizntinn, locked arms
and formed a preat eircle un'er the pines. The
dance began, slowly at first, then gradually
renching n faster rhythm., The braves began to
ehant, weird, symbolical snatehes of old song
In the center of the group a bonfire was lighted,
and ita sparks touched the moving bodies,

A rare and boautiful example of Nava-

jo weaving, Rugs, such as these, bring

a handsome price when offered on the
white man's market.

A few young men became hundreds, By morn-
ing a thousand Indiank were chanting together,
recalling tales told by their fathers and grand.
fathers, heroic deeds performed by anceators in
binody Indian wars before the white man ecame.

Deerslayer, Fenimore Cooper’s immortal scout,
might have been lurking bohind a tree, watching
the ceremony. Kit Carson, famous trapper of
earlier doys, attended many such dancés, and
ance aven participated in similar ritoe.,

Hopie, Navajos and painted Apaches, terrors
of 50 years ago. This tribe sent representatives
and a Devil Dance team from San Carlox, waird-
Iy deeorated and curiously costumed {n fenthers
and witehes headdress.

ZUNI danece team represented another tribe,

its members looking somewhat more civil-
ized in costumes oddly like those of Albanian
peasante, Even the faceés of the children on this
tenrn looked less primitive, showing the results
of modern schooling,

Clarence 8. Taptuks, a Hopl tenor from
Liupp, Arizona, sang ancient, almost forgotten

songs of his raco—aml parmitted himself to be
photographed in full regelia

No one slept for several nights. The redmer
were busy eelebrating ceremonials, and the white
visitors perforce stayed awake to wateh and
listen, unable to sleep amid the haunting volees
that filled the night.

For three days; beginning July 3, merriment
sarious revival of Anvient custome, and busriness
wan carried on among these merchants and war
riore. Far the flrst e In many years white
faces were few compared to the primitive,
straight-nosed, red-skinned people of the desart

Clarence S. Taptuka, a Hopi tenor, who
entertained visitors to the powwow with
his interpretations of tribal songs.

The heantifully designed pottery at the
left is the handiwork of Hopis and the
basket work (right) that of the Navajos

Partially detracting from the romance aof the
oceaslon, but making for efficiency, Is the fael
that this grent powwnw was in some respecis
irected by & white man, A wriler, Gladwell
Itichardson, was appulnted to arrange for the
presentation of several Important ceremoninls
Among these was the famous Atrapaho sealp
dance, the Navajo fira dance, Commanche war
Innee, Apache Devil dance, special chicken pulls,
wunw races and similar eventa, all of them dear
to the haart of the tribes and welcomed by white
visitars

Little Lighter Face herself. This young

lady is a papoose of the Apache tribe and

was an interested spectator at the pow-
WOW.

The gathering, possibly, required the services
of such a man as Riehardson, whose imagination
and enthusingm made a human and moving spee-
tacle of s conference which otherwise would have
met with lesn acelnim—and, incidentally, brought
less money to the Indians.

And money, although supposedly scormed by
redmen who onee roamed the forest and desert
with bow and arrow, is a necessity to tribes who
come into gontact with their white conquernrs.
Clothes can be made, food can be grown, but it
is earier to buy them, So haskets, bracelets, log-
gina, and a hupdred other Indian specialtien ure
manufactured by hand during the conference
and offered for sale at moderate prices

LAGSTAFF realized the educationnl possi-
bilities of the avent, and Invited hundreds of
school teachers to nttend—to view authentie and
anclent coremonieh, Pletures  wore taken of
craftsmon working at their trade, and of these

cine craftamen taking part In savage danct
after the sup went down,

tack to thousands of selool children went troe

s which hive not been witnessmd

, and which I af historians

atie day il

Torta, will L

I'he Flagsinif
nportant folk ceremonliuls in Americn, drawing
vhith mrtists, writers, musicinny, wnd photogrm
phers to the pine forest on the mountain side

Rafipear

owwow hos become one of the

Citizens of the Hitle tawn had become go de
their rurrou g Indian tribes,
that the significance of the redmen’s dancea and

custamed to

The Apaches and the Arapahoes were

noted for their fierceness in battle, but the

Navajos are best known for their adept-

ness at weaving. Here is n Navajo squaw

with a brilliant rug which she will offer
for sale to the palefaces.

rituals was overlooked. An Indian was just an
Indian, 1t required the interest of an outside
world to bring to lght the value of reviving and
maintaining the colorful tribal life of a vanish-
ing rnea.

T 15 partly the purpose of these conferences to

instill new enthusinsm nnd life into their arts

and erafts, and to keep alive the memory of old
dances and ceremonies.

Like the average Amorican business mun go-
ing to a convention, these Apaches, Hopis, Zunis,
and Navajon return to their encampment some-
what reassured. Thelr importance grows because
ko many white visitors think them Important.
Confidence returns with ench successive eonfer-
ence, as the whites take more interest in their
customs and mnke larger purchases fram thé
“market place™ in the pine forest.

A convention, politieal or business, rates pub-
licity where an Individunl commercial firm is
overlooked. So with Arlzona's Indian convention,
which brings severnl greant tribes before an
otherwise apathetic publie, where a single red-
man attracts no attention

Observers of this recent gathering say it marks
the beginning of new growth and strength for
the oldest nnd most interesting ruce on the éon-
tinent.

These Indian tribes of the Southwest realize
the value of perpetunting their ancient duncos,
particularly the traditional war dances, which
nre still occasionnlly given. This war ritunl
comes cloger to the white man's conception of
tribnl dances than any others; a succession of
gyrations aml war-whoops, againat a realistie
biackground of ld painted shields of buffalo hide,
bended guivers of nrrows, old-fashioned fint-
locks, powder-horns, and scalpa saved from the
daya of Americin oecupstion

There is a doom upon Indian culture, expeeinl-
Iy the ceremonies springing from war, since they
go Lo war no more, Onee actual prayers for cour-
age and strength to overcome the ensmy, these
dances nre now proserved san survivalt of an
onrlier day, Gradunlly these dances will lose
meaning even to the Indians thamenlves, as the
arlginal eause & forgotien,

N DANCING, these tribes find their highest
I expreasion of art, Ted Shawn and other fam-
ouk students of the dance in many countries, be-
lieves that the Indians have o fall apprecintion
and nndorstanding of the underlying spirit of
the dance, Their dancing s natural, taking place
in the open alr, and not in heated, erowded halls,
It is u tommunity affair, and everyone in the
trie participates as singer, dancer, or as speec-
tntor,

Complieations of rhythm depond opon muosle,

which stramgely enough lacks any harmony ap-
posling to white music b sy that Amer
Iran Indian musric is th st di ult to moster
I severnl danices a8 many. 18 three or four

rhivtlims are uped ot one thme, with helef Intoer-
one Hlivilim strock up by tome
the dancers, one by the singnrs,
of the danes,

vale anid paoEes
tnms, one hy
winl finally one by the dlowng

For many yoars (he ehlels
e the presentation of their intimste

olifectad to allow-
Ceremon-

min away Trom the vations, fearing the
offeet of commereir #=ntion upon religlons rit-
nals, But ax thase wise elilers lenrned that the
white pmen's |n Jup was o alil 'In pressrving

snelont elusto rather than making money by

¢e hos changed to telernpes,

them, this preju

smd fimally o o sration, Daners perform

Lty

fove white auidlenses, Howaver, nre fre)
anly mi n parl, nnd lack something of the
leiip revepanen oxpressed by the doncers when
n their own reservatior

To see Indinng donces executs i the “way of

the anclents™ in { nntiguity, ¢
w nnd the tribal
where for four genorationd the redmen
have malntainad thele own life, under the dom-
inntian of white conguer preserved their arts
mnd culture des achine age which has en-
cronchad hut wworwholmed the proud and
primitive accomplishmanis of the tribea,
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